
The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible. If you wish to participate or attend the meeting
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting.

Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission!
For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217.

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
Wednesday, May 02, 2018

265 Strand Street, St. Helens, OR 97051 
                                           www.ci.st-helens.or.us

Welcome!
All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room. When invited to provide comment regarding items not
on tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your
name only. You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council. If you wish to address a specific item on the
agenda, you should make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up. The Council has the authority
to grant or deny your request. Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.

1. Call Work Session to Order - 1:00 p.m.

2. Visitor Comments - Limited to five (5) minutes per speaker

3. Discussion Topics
3.A. Annual Arts & Cultural Commission Report

FY17_18 ACC Annual Report Presentation 4-25-18

3.B. Annual Library Board Report
Library Board City Council Presentation

3.C. Discuss Sand Island Fact Finding - Brad Hendrickson

3.D. Review Police Officer Residential Incentive Program - Chief Moss
Police Officer Recruiting & Career Retention Program Memo

3.E. Review "If I Were Mayor..." Student Contest Entries
2018 If I Were Mayor Contest Submittals

4. Department Reports

5. Council Reports

6. Other Business
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/181205/FY17_18_ACC_Annual_Report_Presentation_4-25-18.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/181206/Library_Board_City_Council_Presentation.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/181208/Police_Officer_Recruiting___Career_Retention_Program_Memo.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/181212/2018_If_I_Were_Mayor_Contest_Submittals.pdf


The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible. If you wish to participate or attend the meeting
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting.

Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission!
For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217.

7. Adjourn

Executive Session - Following the conclusion of the Council Work Session, an Executive Session is
scheduled to take place to discuss Real Property Transactions, under ORS 192.660(2)(e), and Potential
Litigation, under ORS 192.660(2)(h).  Representatives of the news media, staff and other persons as
approved, shall be allowed to attend the Executive Session.  All other members of the audience are asked
to leave the Council Chambers.
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St. Helens
Arts & Cultural Commission

Annual Report for Fiscal Year 17/18
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Mission Statement
The ACC aims to inspire a culture of curiosity in St. Helens.

We partner with local organizations to support projects that

nurture exploration & expression.

We advise the City Council on how to cultivate imagination
in our community.

We dream big. 4



7th Annual Trash Can 
Painting Competition
Designs by
The St. Helens
Community

On-Going

July 4, 2017
Event

Columbia View Park
Event Location

St. Helens Public Parks
Final Project Locations 5



SUMMER ARTS IN THE PARK

Beautification Project in Partnership with 

PUBLIC WORKS
& THE PARKS COMMISSION
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19 PAINTING TEAMS of ALL AGES

3 cash AWARDS totalling $450
hundreds of voting community members
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PEOPLE'S CHOICE ➔ Abigale Honnel
BEST PARK THEME ➔ Tobie Bridewell

MOST ARTISTIC ➔ Kent Family
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Michael Curry Design, Columbia River PUD
Portland Family Health, Sessions College

Columbia River Fire & Rescue
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Gateway Project
Phase Two
Salmon Tree Cycle
Designed by
Rhiza A+D

Completed

August 10, 2017
Sculpture Viewing Party

August 30, 2017
Installation

September 21, 2017
Ribbon Cutting 
Ceremony
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Trees depend on salmon, 

& salmon depend on trees.

Countless plants & animals 
benefit from the incredible nutrient 
exchange inherent in the process.

The Salmon Tree Cycle

represents the INTRINSIC 
RELATIONSHIP between 

salmon, trees, & water.
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TREES ➔ SALMON
Every part of a tree participates in 
enriching a stream for aquatic life, 
from its tiny needles to its strong 
twisted roots. 

Riverside vegetation shades spawning 
streams, keeping developing eggs cool. 
Fallen trees create pools that shelter 
young fish, & provide a place to rest 
away from strong currents. 12



SALMON ➔ TREES
As the bodies of spawning salmon 

break down, nitrogen, phosphorus,
& other nutrients become available to 

streamside vegetation. 

Riverside growth gets just under 25% 
of its nitrogen from salmon, & up to 

70% of the nitrogen found in riparian 
zone foliage comes from salmon. 
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Community Stewardship Award
for Dedication to the Arts
Awarded to
Jeff Kemp Completed

December 18, 2017
Award Presented

Jeff Kemp, 
Pacific Stainless Products
Recipient
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Thank you for inspiring creativity in our community.
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1st Annual Trunk-or-Treat
Mini Pumpkin Painting
Designs by
The St. Helens
Community

On-Going

October 31, 2017
Event

St. Helens Police Department
Hosts
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Bike Rack Project
Designed by SHHS
Metal & 
Fabrications Class

In Progress

May 22, 2018
Public Hearing

Columbia Pacific Food Bank
Future Location

TBD
Installation
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ARTISTS
➔ Students

Cody Haag, 2017

Zack Hester, 2018

William Torez, 2018

Jordan Simonson, 2019

➔ Instructor

Bonnie Adams
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Blues & Folk
Music Workshops
Led by
Joe Seamons & 
Ben Hunter

In Progress

June 26, 27, & 28, 2018
Workshop Dates

Columbia Center Auditorium
Workshop Location

June 28, 2018
Concert Date

Meriwether Place
Concert Location
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60 students, ages 10 & up
20 students per session
1 session = 1 hour-long class x 3 days

Blues & Folk Music Workshop led by 
award-winning musical artists

Joe Seamons & Ben Hunter.

Students will learn, play, & compose 
blues & folk songs of the PNW, & 
sing, stomp, & drum out rhythm.

90-minute concert featuring workshop students, 
followed by Seamons & Hunter.

GUITAR, BANJO, UKULELE
Instruments may be brought or borrowed.
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 COLUMBIA COUNTY CULTURAL COALITION
 SCAPPOOSE SAND & GRAVEL
 KEN JILLSON

23



Downtown 
Mural Project ‘18
Designed by 
Young Artists of
St. Helens

In Progress

March 28, 2018
Michael Curry Design Tour

April 13, 2018
Portland Murals Walking Tour

June 13, 2018
Presentation to City Council

June 26, 2018
Presentation to
Arts & Cultural Commission

August 6 - 12, 2018
Painting Dates

The Old School
Mural Location
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5 months, & a 

25’ x 50’ wall in 
downtown St. Helens

17 TEENAGERS: grades 7➔12
3 adults: 4-H Leaders & ACC Commissioner

countless supportive parents

11 design sessions
2 field trips
2 public presentations
7-day paint camp
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Transforming an overlooked space into a 

collaborative DECLARATION of curiosity 
& belonging.
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comprehensive guidance
➔MONUMENTAL EXPRESSION
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YOUTH 
participation

in making 
PUBLIC ART

cultivates 

leadership,
self-confidence,

resourcefulness,

grit,

& connection
to their 

COMMUNITY.
28



Columbia County 4-H, Oregon State University
Sherwin Williams, Al & Vonna Anderson, CC Rider, Tri-Met
Michael Curry Design, Portland Street Art Alliance, Gage Hamilton

THANK YOU
29



Arts, Culture,
& Conversation
Listening to
The St. Helens
Community

On-Going

March 8, 2018
April 13, 2018
Past Events

Sunshine Pizza
Running Dogs Brewery
Past Locations

May 15, 2018
June 13, 2018
July 16, 2018
August 18, 2018
September 27, 2018
October 9, 2018
November 1, 2018
December 12, 2018
Upcoming Events
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community 
outreach program

This is a monthly opportunity for 

the St. Helens community to 

speak casually with a few ACC 

members about various topics 
related to art & culture in
St. Helens.

In addition to a conversation 

theme, the ACC is also hosting an

art activity during the event. 31



The Kindness Rocks Project
Designs by
The St. Helens
Community

On-Going

Year-round
Pop-Up Painting Events

St. Helens Painting Parties
Various Event Locations

Surprise Nooks in St. Helens, 
Columbia County, & Beyond
Locations
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A national movement of imagination:

Finding just the right message
of inspiration at just the right time
might just change everything.

The COMMUNITY paints 
rocks with designs & quotes. 

Painters HIDE their rocks 
for others to FIND.

The goal is to recruit every person 
who stumbles upon a kindness rock to 

join in the pursuit of 
inspiring others through 
random acts of kindness.

#SHACCKR   St. Helens Arts & Cultural Commission Kindness Rocks
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This Is Us, 
St. Helens
Led by 
Joan Youngberg

In Progress

January 26, 2018 - July 31, 2018
Painting Events

St. Helens Painting Parties
Various Event Locations

St. Helens Plaza
Proposed Temporary Installation Location

November 2018 - January 2019
Proposed Installation Dates
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Community Art
& Creative 
Partnerships

   

Together with Columbia Art Guild, 
we encourage acceptance of public 
art through hands-on involvement, 
& bring attention to the growing
St. Helens art community.

We ALL can have a hand in art.
37



3”  WOOD BLOCK HOUSES  x

5,000  NEIGHBORS
= ART INSTALLATION

   WITH   H E A R T
38



Make the

ARTS & CULTURAL 
COMMISSION

Inspired?

WE SAVED YOU A SPOT

even stronger by joining our team.
39



OUR TEAM
➔ Commissioners

Janet Anderson

Jenn Farrington, Chair

Kannikar Petersen

Kim O’Hanlon, Vice Chair

Leticia Juarez-Sisson

Lisa Brooke

Patrick Nickelson

➔ Liaisons & Staff

Jamie Edwards

Margaret Jeffries

Susan Conn
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SPECIAL
THANKS

➔ Former Arts & Cultural 
Commissioners

Diane Dillard

Diane Dunn

Kevin Chavez

➔ City of St. Helens

Crystal Farnsworth

Doug Morten

Ginny Carlson

Jennifer Dimsho

Jennifer Johnson

Kathy Payne

Keith Locke

Lisa Scholl

Matt Brown

Neal Sheppeard

Rick Scholl

Shanna Duggan

Thad Houk
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St. Helens 
Public  Library

Presented to St. Helens City Council
May 2, 2018

By Board Past-Chair Nancy Herron
1
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Library Board Strategic Plan Working Groups

● Communications
○ Social Media Plans
○ Possible stand-alone webpage for library
○ Working closely with City Communications Officer Chrystal Farnsworth

● Community Partners
○ Identify Community Partners for collaboration and cross promotion.
○ End goal is to maintain a comprehensive list of partners and contacts
○ Surveyed partners about need and offerings for adult literacy services

2
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Working Groups Con’t
● Facilities

○ Long Term (10-20 years) - remodel and enlarge or build on different site
○ Short Term

■ Based on feedback from community retreat we identified more affordable projects that 
could be done in the short term that would make the library more functional, inviting, 
stimulating and comfortable
● Painting
● Reconfigure and enhance Children’s Library
● Emergency Egress
● Public Computer Chairs
● Security Enhancements
● Lobby Improvements
● Furniture Upgrades
● General declutter and clean-up

3
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Working Groups Con’t
● Access to Library Services

○ Accomplishments
■ Reintroduced quarterly payments for non-resident cards
■ Eliminated overdue fines on youth materials
■ Reduced fines on most adult material/reduced maximum fine amount per item
■ Lowered replacement cost for lost or damaged materials 
■ Joined the Library Passport Program

○ In Progress
■ Changing documentation required to obtain a library card
■ Account access via smartphone
■ Bag, backpack and locker policy rollout
■ Enhancement of current library website

4
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General Library and Activity Happenings

● New Programs for Adults
■ Civics for Adults hosted by Donna Cohen, teacher & librarian
■ OSU Extension Classes presented by Chip Bubl and Dane Osis
■ Independent Author Day
■ Staff visits to Meadow Park Assisted Living
■ World Wide Knit in Public Day
■ Fiber Fanatics
■ Genial Genealogists
■ Historical Glass Sides of Portland Historical Gardens 
■ Columbia County Reads re-established after 3-year hiatus. 
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Civics for Adults by Donna Cohen
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Kids and Youth Programs

● The “Make It” program was expanded
● Developed partnerships with and offered services to local schools.
● Science fair project board-making extravaganza
● Continued a variety of children’s programs using research backed methods
● Home schooling family events and supports
● Gretchen provided outreach to community events
● Gretchen also manages a blog for The Professional Organization for Young 

Adult Librarians in Oregon (OYAN)
● Expanded and updated youth book collection

9
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Dot and Dash

10
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Stop Motion 
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Cookie Decorating
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Make-IT-LEGO
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Story-Time   Stuffed Animal Sleepover

14
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New in the Building
● The Columbia Arts Guild, along with a CCCC grant, provided permanent 

display cabinet for lobby. Used for art, cultural and historical exhibits
● CCMH hosts weekly board games in the lobby
● Columbia County Museum created display of WWI posters for the auditorium
● Using a grant the library purchased microphones and an amplifier for the 

Ukulele Orchestra to enhance their performances 

Note: These happenings were spearheaded by our local community partners

15
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Display Cabinet
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Posters in auditorium
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Posters
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Other Projects of Note by Staff
● Edge Initiative headed up by Librarian Brenda Herren-Kenaga. This is a 

Toolkit used to evaluate technology services and compare them to Oregon’s 
Statewide Standards

● Brenda Herren-Kenaga serves on Statewide Database Licensing Advisory 
Committee.  

● Scappoose and St Helens Library creating a unified catalog that will display 
online resources of both libraries simultaneously

19
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Other Library Board Activities
● Created new Library Book Club 
● Participated in police department Halloween Trunk or Treat  

20
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Book Club Flyer
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Halloween Trunk or Treat
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Current Library Board
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If I Were Mayor, 

I Would...
Student Contest

The Oregon Mayors Association and your city invite you to enter the 

“If I Were Mayor...” contest.

Share your creative ideas about what you would do as mayor.

Local winners are entered into the state contest for a chance to win an iPad Air 2!

CONTEST DEADLINE:  _________________________   

For more information about the local contest please contact:

GENERAL RULES:

• All submissions must be accompanied by a  

completed entry form.  All forms for students un-

der age 18 must be signed by the student’s parent 

or guardian.  Entry forms may be photocopied.

• Only one submission per student will be accepted 

at the state level.

• Previous statewide winners may participate, 

but are not eligible to receive a prize in the same 

category (grade level) they previously won in.  They 

are eligible to receive a prize in a new category. 

• State level submissions become the property of 

the Oregon Mayors Association (OMA).

• OMA retains the right to publish state-level en-

tries along with the names and likenesses of each 

student.

• League of Oregon Cities (LOC) employees and 

dependents are not eligible to enter.

POSTERS:

• The poster contest is open to students enrolled in grades 4 and 5 or being home-schooled at the 

same grade level for the 2017-18 school year.

• Poster size must be a minimum of 17” and a  maximum of 28” in height or width.

• Students are encouraged to be creative and may use any art medium (e.g., poster paints, felt pens, 

colored pencils, pastels, crayons, three-dimensional art, etc.).  The poster may be in color or black 

and white.

• The student’s name and a daytime phone number or email address for their parent or guardian 

must appear on the back of the poster.

ESSAYS:

• The essay contest is open to students enrolled in grades 6 through 8 or being home-schooled at 

the same grade level for the 2017-18 school year.

• Essays must be 500 to 1,000 words in length and typed.

• The student’s name and a daytime phone number or email address for their parent or guardian 

must appear at the top of the essay.

DIGITAL MEDIA PRESENTATIONS (video, PowerPoint, Prezi, etc.):

• The digital media presentation contest is open to students enrolled in grades 9 through 12 or be-

ing home-schooled at the high school level for the 2017-18 school year.

• Presentations must be one to three minutes in length and may be submitted on disk or emailed.

• The student’s name and a daytime phone number or email address for their parent or guardian 

must be written on the disk or disk sleeve.

First-place statewide winners will 

receive their prizes during the OMA 

Summer Conference, to be held  

July 26-28 in Florence.

Win an  iPad Air 2tablet!

Contest Rules:

Tuesday, April 24, 2018, 4:30 p.m.

Deputy City Recorder Lisa Scholl at 503-366-8216 or lisas@ci.st-helens.or.us
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If I Were Mayor
by Natalie Caton
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Change starting times for 
schools
Having schools start at 

8:30-9:00 AM would let 

students sleep in later, 

helping them be more 

rested and focused in 

school.

Most teens need 8-9 hours 

of sleep every day so 

making school start a bit 

later will encourage them 

to be healthy.
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Increase job options for teens

Having more businesses 

hire high school students 

would encourage students 

to be more responsible.

Additionally, they will have 

more spending money, 

which will go towards local 

buisnesses.
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Better bike lanes 

More noticeable bike lanes 

could encourage more 

people to bike to 

work/school/etc., which 

would improve health. 

The bike lanes would be 

made more noticeable by 

being painted bright green.
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Stricter traffic laws
Currently, lots of people like to 

drive faster than the speed 

limit and run red lights, which 

is a safety issue.

Higher fees for violating these 

laws would hopefully convince 

people to stop violating them 

in the first place. Additionally, 

higher fees = more money for 

the city     
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Even more trash cans
There’s already a decent 

amount of trash cans but 

there is still a lot of litter.

Obviously the reason that 

people litter is a lack of 

trash cans, so putting one 

on every street corner 

would fix the problem (also 

trash companies could 

possibly hire teens which 

goes back to slide 3).
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In conclusion
Thanks for your consideration :)
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