
The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible. If you wish to participate or attend the meeting
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting.

Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission!
For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217.

CITY COUNCIL WORK SESSION
Wednesday, March 04, 2020

265 Strand Street, St. Helens, OR 97051 
                                           www.ci.st-helens.or.us

Welcome!
All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room. When invited to provide comment regarding items not
on tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your
name only. You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council. If you wish to address a specific item on the
agenda, you should make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up. The Council has the authority
to grant or deny your request. Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.

1. Call Work Session to Order 1:00 p.m. 

2. Visitor Comments

3. Discussion Topics
3.A. Semi-Annual Report from Chamber of Commerce - Chrissy Marquardt

3.B. Habitat for Humanity Donation Request for Housing Public Forums - Jennifer
Anderson
030420 Habitat for Humanity Request

3.C. City Planner Report - Jacob
City Planner Rept Memo for March 4, 2020 WS

3.D. Update on FY 2020-2021 Budget Planning

3.E. Update on Citizens Day in the Park Planning

4. Department Reports
4.A. Library Department Report

Council Action Request - Early Closure for Retirement Event
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/542804/030420_Habitat_for_Humanity_Request.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/542805/City_Planner_Rept_Memo_for_March_4__2020_WS.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/542813/CouncilActionRequest_-_Early_Closure_for_Retirement_Event.pdf


The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible. If you wish to participate or attend the meeting
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting.

Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission!
For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217.

Council Action Request Closure July 3

4.B. Administration & Community Development Department Report
030420 Admin & Community Development Dept Report

5. Council Reports

6. Executive Session

7. Other Business

8. Adjourn

Executive Session - Following the conclusion of the Council Work Session, an Executive Session is
scheduled to take place to discuss:

• Real Property Transactions, under ORS 192.660(2)(e); and
• Consult with Counsel/Potential Litigation, under ORS 192.660(2)(h).  
Representatives of the news media, staff and other persons as approved, shall be allowed to attend the Executive

Session.  All other members of the audience are asked to leave the Council Chambers.
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https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/542814/CouncilActionRequestClosureJuly3.pdf
https://legistarweb-production.s3.amazonaws.com/uploads/attachment/pdf/542939/030420_Admin___Community_Development_Dept_Report.pdf


Memorandum 
 
To:  City of St. Helens city officials 
From:   Jennifer Anderson, Executive Director, Columbia County Habitat for Humanity 
Date:   February 25, 2020 
Subject:  Public Forums on Housing Instability & Homelessness in Rural Communities 
______________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Columbia County Habitat for Humanity is planning to host a series of public forums on Housing 
Instability & Homelessness in Rural Communities.  There will be three public forums in three 
cities - St. Helens, Clatskanie, and Vernonia.   
 
Expectations: 

- Allow meaningful conversations and cultivate understanding between people who 
have experienced homelessness or are struggling with the cost of housing, people who have 
worked to solve the problems, and people in the community who have dealt with the fallout.  

- Energize people in the community to actively take part in dealing with affordable 
housing, find community-based solutions, and recognize that adequate supply of affordable 
housing reaps economic benefits for the whole community.   

- Build or strengthen partnerships among public, private and nonprofit organizations, 
and governmental agencies to further efforts to create housing solution for people in the 
community. 
 
When & Where 
St. Helens - May 7th   
Vernonia – TBD 
Clatskanie - June 11th 
 
Format 
The event will be from 6-8 PM.  6-7:30 PM is a panel discussion between 4-5 panelists and the 
public with a moderator.  The last 30 min is for socializing.  Attendees can eat, talk, and visit 
tables from various local organizations: Habitat, Community Action Team, Columbia County 
Mental Health, Columbia Pacific CCO, local banks, and others to ask for information or help 
they needed.   
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Project Cost
Item Amount Note

Venue rental in St. Helens, Clatskanie, Vernonia 900.00$                 $300/ event (3 events)

Professional moderator fees 1,500.00$              $500/ event (3 events)

Celebrity speaker fee 1,000.00$              only at the kick-off event in St. Helens

Promotion 420.00$                 Social media ads, etc.

Printing cost of flyers, programs, surveys, & others 500.00$                 

Misc stationery - clip chart, pens, post it, name tags, etc 300.00$                 

Equipment rental - projector, mic & amp 380.00$                 $120/ day

Food & refreshments 1,500.00$              for 3 events

Project coordinator & organizers -$                        Assuming 120 hrs for the whole project

Total : 6,500.00$              

Funding Sources
Source / Type Note

Grants & Donations 

Columbia County 1,000.00$              Pending ($500 pledged originally)

City of St. Helens 750.00$                 

City of Clatskanie 500.00$                 

City of Vernonia 500.00$                 

Columbia Pacific CCO 500.00$                 pledged

Community Action Team 250.00$                 pledged

Columbia County Habitat for Humanity 250.00$                 pledged

Columbia Community Mental Health 250.00$                 pledged

Local Banks: InRoads 500.00$                 pledged

Local Banks: Wauna 500.00$                 

Local Banks: Fiber 500.00$                 

Subtotal 5,500.00$              

In-Kind Donations

Celebrity speaker fees 1,000.00$              
Adrianna Franch of Portland Thorns & US 

Women's National Soccer Team

Project coordinator & organizers -$                        CC Habitat Staff time (Jennifer & Bill)

Volunteer 

Project coordinator & organizers -$                        CC Habitat volunteers' time

Total: 6,500.00$              

COLUMBIA COUNTY HABITAT FOR HUMANITY

Public Forum: "Housing Instability & Homelessness in Rural Communities"

BUDGET
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 CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: City Council 
FROM: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
RE: City Planner Report for March 4, 2020 Work Session 
DATE: February 24, 2020 
 

 
In addition to discussing things on the January and February Planning Department Activity Report, I would 
also like to show the Council the old and new Designated Landmarks Maps as well as discuss the Planning 
Department’s Goals. 
 
See attachments.  
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Aerial Photo 2009, City of St. Helens.
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Priority  Task Planner Notes
A Current Planning All Catch up after waterfront long range planning efforts (Riverfront Connector) and
A Millard Road Zoning / Easement Vesting All Partly based on Park plan for site
A Official Zone and Comp Plan Map updated Jacob Last version from 2016
A Campbell Park Grant Jenny
A Wetland deliniation for S.H. Ind. Park Jacob
A Training new staff (Comm. Dev. Admin.) All
B Code Amendments ‐ Housing All **May be combined with other code amendments**
B Jacob's Mt. Property line clean up Jacob
B Millard Road entry sign Jenny
B S.H. Ind. Park Infrastructure Plan All DLCD TA Grant
B Police Station analysis  All
B SRTS ‐ Columbia Boulevard Jenny West side sidewalk project 
B Code Amendments ‐ State forced All **May be combined with other code amendments**
B Records Retention ‐ Final form for City Recorder Jacob
B Code Amendments ‐ Accessory Structures All **May be combined with other code amendments** ‐ Bldg v. Dev Code and com
B  Training Jenny ‐ Advanced Current Planning Jacob
C Update Parks Master Plan Jenny
C S. River St to S. 2nd Street Connection Plan All With PWs
C Update pamphlets (hard copy and website) All
C Code Amendments ‐ Food cart/truck rules  All
C Records Retention ‐ Implementation All
WC Urban Renewal  Jenny
WC New GIS / Aerials Jacob Could be differet dept. ‐ or partnership 
WC BUILD Grant All
X
X
X Updated: 9‐24‐19
X WC = Wild Card 
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Priority  Task Planner Notes
A Current Planning All Try to keep time review minimal & provide good help
A Millard Road Zoning / Easement Extension All Zoning and easement in process
A 1st / St. Helens Street Intersection  All Planning not lead but has input
A 5th Street Trail Grant Project Jenny Must be completed by September 2020
A Campbell Park Grant Project Jenny Must be completed by September 2021
A Riverfront Property Efforts All Varies / Many Layers
A Training new staff (Comm. Dev. Admin.) All Still ongoing
A S.H. Ind. Park Infrastructure Plan All Project's first meeting in Feb. 2020
A Police Station analysis  Jacob
A Columbia Blvd. sidewalk SRTS project Jenny 1,100 feet of sidewalks on Columbia Blvd.
A Flood and Accessory Structures Code Amends Jacob Code Updates by May 2020 per DLCD
A Urban Renewal Agency Management Jenny For 2020 new TIF projections, etc…
A S. River St to S. 2nd Street Connection Plan All Try to do in 2020; With PWs
B Code Amendments ‐ Housing / State Mandate All State Model Code in later half of 2020
B Jacob's Mt. Property line clean up Jacob Street vacation (s) /Lot Line Adjustment(s)
B Millard Road entry sign Jenny
B  Training Jenny ‐ Advanced Current Planning Jacob Hasn’t started much yet…
C Update Parks & Trails Master Plan Jenny
C Update pamphlets (hard copy and website) All Accessory structures/fences
C Code Amendments ‐ Food cart/truck rules  All Currently dealt with under TUPs
C Records Retention ‐ Implementation All Started in Jan/Feb 2020 ‐ Now ongoing / time permitting
WC New GIS / Aerials Jacob Could be differet dept. ‐ or partnership 
WC BUILD Grant All 2nd attempt unsuccessful; may or may not reapply 
X
X
X Updated: 2‐18‐2020
X WC = Wild Card 
X

X Planning Department Goals
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 Request for Council Action  

     To: City Council 

     From:  Margaret Jeffries, Library Director 

     Date: February 26, 2020 

     Subject: Early Library Closure for Retirement Event 

 

The Council’s permission is requested to close the library at 5:00 pm on Monday, June 8th in order 

to celebrate Diane Barbee’s 32 years of service with the City of St. Helens.  

This will enable all library staff to attend as we do not have a common lunch time. Having an 

event at this time of day will also facilitate attendance by other City employees at the end of their 

workday. 
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Request for Council Action 

To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director 

Date: February 26, 2020 

Subject: Request to Close Library on 7/3/2020  

 

Recommendation 

Close the Library on Friday, July 3 and Saturday, July 4. 

 

Background 

The Fourth of July falls on a Saturday this summer. The Council’s permission is requested to close 

the Library on Friday, July 3. This is an observed holiday for the full-time staff members. This would 

enable the three remaining part-time staff members to enjoy a three-day holiday as well. 
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Memorandum 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
 
Subject: Administration & Community Development Dept. Report 
 
Date:  March 4, 2020 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Planning Division Report attached. 
 
Business Licenses Report attached. 
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CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
 To:  City Council  Date: 02.24.2020 
 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 cc:  Planning Commission 
 
 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION—PREAPPLICATIONS MEETINGS 
 
Had a preliminary Q&A meeting for potential Lot Line Adjustments (LLA) for the Armstrong 
site (1645 Railroad Avenue).  With Oregon DEQ involvement and liability for past pollution, 
this is not your everyday LLA request.  See attached Fact Sheet from DEQ about this site. 
 
Conducted a pre-application meeting for a potential commercial development by the apartments 
and new Legacy building along US 30 and McBride Streets.  This could mean completion of the 
Matzen commercial subdivision that replaced the former location of the long time existing 
Violette’s Villa mobile home park.  Three of the five lots remain for development; this could use 
all three. 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION—MISC. 
 
Things are picking back up now that the holidays are over.  Considerable increase in activity this 
month. 
 
Continue to meet our obligations identified by DLCD staff following the Community Assistance 
Visits (CAV) in November.  The last thing to complete is the code amendments—required to be 
done by May 20th.  As noted in last month’s report, we’ve vetted the “freeboard” issue and with 
that done, completed the initial adoption draft of text amendments to submit to DLCD, the first 
step of the formal adoption process.  Miraculously, the if things go as scheduled, the Ordinance 
2nd reading will take place on May 20th. 
 
Assisted City staff with DSL lease legal descriptions and exhibit as City works to amend its least 
along the Columbia River and Multnomah Channel, to bring a potential third part (sublease) on 
board.   
 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION (& acting HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION) 
 
February 11, 2020 meeting (outcome): The Commission approved annexation of property off 
Windy Ridge Drive and another for an accessory structure variance for property along Gable 
Road.  
 
As the Historic Landmarks Commission, they were presented with some work the City performed 
on its building addressed as 275 and 277 The Strand (historically known as the Bennett 
Building).  Work was supposed to go through the Riverfront District’s architectural review.  This 

This report does not indicate all current planning activities over the past report period.  These are tasks, processing and administration of the Development Code 
which are a weekly if not daily responsibility.  The Planning Commission agenda, available on the City’s website, is a good indicator of current planning 
activities.  The number of building permits issued is another good indicator as many require Development Code review prior to Building Official review. 

13



2 

 

was informational; hoping to get their review in the future.  The Commission asked that the 
project manager, Assistant City Administrator Matt Brown, attend their next meeting.  
 
March 10, 2020 meeting (upcoming): We hope to have additional information to present the 
work that should have gone through the Riverfront District’s architectural review on the Bennett 
Building.  At the very least, Assistant City Administrator Matt Brown has agreed to attend. 
 
The Commission has two public hearings.  One is a Conditional Use Permit for the Wildflower 
Play Collective at N 11th and Columbia Boulevard.  The other is to consider the code 
amendments for floodplain and accessory structures. 
 
One of our Planning Commissioners is moving, so we’ll need to go through the normal 
recruitment process to fill that vacancy. 
 
As the Historic Landmarks Commission, they will be shown the new list and maps for upcoming 
updates to the Designated Landmarks Register in the Comprehensive Plan. 
 
 
COUNCIL ACTIONS RELATED TO LAND USE 
 
At the February 19, 2020 work session The Council narrowed down the new police station site to 
one: on the City’s property at the SE corner of the Old Portland Road/Kaster Road intersection.  
For future reference, I prepared a memo that briefly summarizes the site selection process.  See 
attached.  This will be important for the findings of future sensitive lands permitting. 
 
The Council approved an annexation for property off Windy Ridge Drive. 
 
 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) 
 
Data updates.  After years of status-quo, the County has made some changes to their taxlots 
information.  This will take some new effort to piece things together appropriately (combining 
tables in from geodatabase) for our optimum needs.  This will happened eventually…  
 
Assisted engineering department with software reinstall following aftermath of the cyberattack 
the city experienced in January. 
 
 
ST. HELENS INDUSTRIAL PARK WETLAND DELINIATION EFFORTS 
 
We finally have Oregon DSL concurrence.  WD 2019-0324. 
 
The Army Corps of Engineers has their draft Approved Jurisdictional Determination (AJD), but 
their current practice requires coordination with the U.S. Environmental Protection Agency and 
Corps Headquarters based on the jurisdictional categories of the wetlands.  That set time frame 
ends in early March.  After that the AJD can be finalized. 
 
 
MILLARD ROAD PROPERTY 14
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Staff has started to prepare materials to go through the zone change to change to property to 
Mixed Use.  As things are starting to get busy, this process may be a bit delayed. 
 
Working with our legal counsel to draft a two year extension of the 2009 access easement 
agreement to the property from Chase Road. 
 
 
ST. HELENS INDUSTRIAL PARK (OLD PAPER MILL PROPERTY) 
 
We had out kickoff meeting this month.  Associate Planner Dimsho it taking the plan 
management lead. 
 
 
ASSOCIATE PLANNER—In addition to routine tasks, the Associate Planner has been working on: 
See attached. 
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Land Quality 
Environmental Cleanup 
Northwest Region 
700 NE Multnomah St., Ste. 
600, Portland, OR 97232 
Phone: 503-229-5696 
 800-452-4011 
Fax: 503-229-6945 
Contact: Sarah Greenfield 
503-229-5245 
www.oregon.gov/DEQ 
 
 
DEQ is a leader in 
restoring, maintaining and 
enhancing the quality of 
Oregon’s air, land and 
water. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Last Updated: 4-9-2019 
By: Sarah Greenfield 

Status of Armstrong World Industries 
Site Cleanup – April 2019  
  
DEQ is working on the investigation and cleanup 
of historical contamination at the Armstrong 
World Industries site in St. Helens, Oregon. 
 
Background 
The roughly 175-acre Armstrong World 
Industries property is located at 1645 Railroad 
Ave., adjacent to Scappoose Bay and about one 
mile south of St. Helens. The site consists of an 
approximately 36 acre upland area surrounded 
by wetlands.  
 
The current owner is Armstrong World 
Industries. Former owners include: 
• Fir-Tex Insulation Board - 1929 to 1938 
• Dant and Russell - 1939 to 1956 
• Kaiser Gypsum Company - 1956 to 1978 
• Owens Corning Fiberglass Corporation - 

1978 to 1987 
 

The property has been used for fiberboard 
manufacturing since 1929. Industrial wastewater 
from the plant was originally discharged directly 
into bordering wetlands and Scappoose Bay. A 
wastewater treatment facility was built in the late 
1960s by Kaiser Gypsum to separate solids from 
the wastewater. After acquiring the property in 
1987, Armstrong treated wastewater on-site and 
either reused it or directed it to the City of St. 
Helens wastewater treatment plant.  
 

 
Kaiser Gypsum Company Operations, Circa 1970 
 
Since 2010, DEQ has been working with 
Armstrong World Industries, Kaiser Gypsum, 
and Owens Corning to complete a remedial 
investigation and feasibility study for the upland 
and lowland/in-water areas of the property.  
 
 
 

On May 10, 2018, Armstrong closed the plant, 
affecting 130 jobs. Armstrong cited changing 
market conditions as the reason for closure. DEQ 
is working with economic development 
stakeholders to determine environmental 
considerations that may impact future industrial 
activity at the site. 
 
Threats from site contamination 
The primary contaminants of concern for the 
project are: 
• Chlorinated dibenzodioxins (dioxins) 
• Chlorinated dibenzofurans (furans) 
• Metals, particularly arsenic and mercury 
• Polycyclic aromatic hydrocarbons (PAHs) 
 
Upland contamination poses health threats to site 
workers and has the potential to migrate to lower 
lying areas and wetlands. 
 
Contaminants in sediment accumulate in fish, 
clams and crayfish, posing a health threat to 
fishers who eat them. Contaminants also pose 
health threats to fish and wildlife. 
 
Upland cleanup activities 
The upland investigation included sampling of 
soil, groundwater, catch basin solids, feedstock 
materials and stormwater. The highest 
contaminant concentrations at the site are found 
in the area south of the main facility building.  
 
The feasibility study, which presents cleanup 
options for the upland, was completed in March 
2016. In June 2018, DEQ issued its final cleanup 
plan—or Record of Decision—to address 
contaminated surface soils in the upland portion 
of the site.  
 
Cleanup of the upland includes soil excavation 
and disposal, installation of a gravel and asphalt 
cap, and institutional controls. The cleanup is 
estimated to cost $1.4 million. Removal and 
disposal of contaminated hot spots was 
completed in fall 2018. Capping is scheduled to 
be completed in 2019.  
 

Fact Sheet 
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Upland Cleanup Plan – Hot Spot Excavation and Capping 
 

Lowland cleanup activities 
The lowland/in-water investigation included 
sampling of soil, sediment, and aquatic 
organisms including bass, carp, crayfish and 
clams. The highest contaminant concentrations 
in the lowland are found closest to the 
upland/lowland boundary where process 
wastewater was discharged directly from the 
facility until the late 1960s.  
 
Additional information and studies are needed to 
develop cleanup options for the lowland.  
 
Kaiser Gypsum filed for bankruptcy in 
September 2016, delaying work in the 
lowland/in-water area. DEQ will resume work in 
the lowland as soon as the bankruptcy is 
resolved, anticipated in mid to late 2019.  
  
For more information 
Visit DEQ’s Environmental Cleanup Site 
Information database at http://bit.ly/ECSI91 
 
Or contact: 
Sarah Greenfield, Project Manager/Engineer, 
DEQ Northwest Region Cleanup Program 
503-229-5245 or email at: 
greenfield.sarah@deq.state.or.us 
 
Alternative formats 
DEQ can provide documents in an alternate 
format or in a language other than English upon 
request. Call DEQ at 800-452-4011 or email 
deqinfo@deq.state.or.us.   
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 CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: Future Sensitive Lands Permit File  
FROM: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
RE: New St. Helens Police Department Site Selection and Floodplain 
DATE: February 24, 2020 
 

 
The City’s long time police station at 150 S. 13th Street has been considered inadequate (undersized) for years. 
The City has spent much of 2019 through February 2020 determining the future location of a new facility 
with the assistance of Mackenzie (an architecture, engineering, design and planning consulting firm). 
 
The Council formerly considered three sites: 1771 Columbia Boulevard, 1271 Columbia Boulevard and the 
property at the SE corner of the Old Portland Road/Kaster Road intersection. 
 
In 2019, the Council considered these three sites and ruled out 1271 Columbia Boulevard.  At their February 
19, 2020 work session the Council was asked to consider the remaining two properties.  The Police Chief 
noted that police staff favored the Old Portland Road/Kaster Road site based on better US30 (and railroad 
crossing) access, more potential for facility growth in the future and the one-way couplet challenges of the 
1771 Columbia Boulevard site.  In addition, the City already owns the ORP/Kaster Road site but not the 
1771 Columbia Boulevard site. 
 
At this work session, The Council decided to focus on the OPR/Kaster Road site. 
 
This site selection consideration and outcome is important as Chapter 17.46 of the St. Helens Municipal Code 
states that new critical facilities (such as a police station) shall be, to the extent possible, located out 
of the limits of the special flood hazard.  Staff ensured the Council was aware of the flood hazard aspects 
of this site to include in their consideration, including the requirement that access to the critical facility also be 
located outside of a flood area. 
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Jacob Graichen

From: Jennifer Dimsho
Sent: Monday, February 24, 2020 10:00 AM
To: Jacob Graichen
Subject: February Planning Department Report

Here are my additions to the February Planning Department Report.  
  
GRANTS 

1. DLCD’s 2019‐2021 Technical Assistance Program –Grant contract with DLCD authorized to prepare a Boise 
White Paper Industrial Site Master Plan which will include a parcelization framework and an infrastructure 
finance planning for the former mill site. Personal Services Agreement executed with consultant. Kickoff 
meeting and site visit with 3J on 2/14. GIS data and plans provided to consultants about existing conditions and 
potential users. 

2. OPRD  ‐ Local Government Grant – Campbell Park Improvements ($187k) includes replacement of four 
existing tennis courts and two basketball courts with two tennis flex courts and one flex sport court, adds a 
picnic viewing area, improves natural stormwater facilities, expands parking, and improves ADA access. Grant 
deadline is October 2021. Initial cost estimations received from 3‐4 companies.  

3. Oregon Community Foundation – Nike Impact Fund – 5th Street Trail Project (19k) to install approximately 
1,000 feet of new off‐street trail and a small boardwalk in the undeveloped 5th Street right‐of‐way. CRYC 
students have worked approximately x days with ~10 students to remove trash and invasives. DSL conducted 
on‐site wetland determination, and approved our boardwalk design. Public works to purchase gravel for 
students to place. Public Works to purchase materials and construct off‐site to install when wetland area dries 
out more.  

4. Travel Oregon ‐ Medium Grants Program (100k) – PW removed redundant signs. Working on final budget and 
reimbursement documentation. Waiting for nice weather to take final photos for report. 

5. EPA – CWA Grant Program – 50 Plaza Square eligibility received. Revising budget for project closeout by 
September 2020. Follow up South 80 sampling week of 2/24. 

6. CDBG‐ Columbia Pacific Food Bank Project – Reviewed draft construction documents on 2/20. Final 
construction documents to be prepared by end of February. Procurement document to be sent to legal counsel 
for review in April. Planned bid period is final week of April.  

7. Certified Local Government – Historic Preservation Grant Program ‐ Columbia Theater work plan approved 
through SHPO and met NEPA requirements. Given notice to proceed on new marquee/signage installation!  

8. Safe Routes to School ‐ Columbia Blvd. Sidewalk Project – Engineering contract with David Evans authorized 
for signature on 2/19. 

9. Trail Blazers Foundation Fund through Oregon Community Foundation – Researched guidelines/eligibility for 
20k grant (up to 40k over 2 years) for the SHPR program. Deadline is April 30. 

10. UDOT BUILD Grant cycle re‐opened. Deadline is mid‐May. Attended de‐brief conference call with USDOT 2/27. 
Possible re‐application effort to begin in March.  

11. Researched two Oregon Parks & Rec. Department Grants for potential funding for the waterfront boardwalk – 
LWCF grant (April 13 deadline) and LGGP grant (April 1 deadline). 

  
 MISC 

12. Columbia View Park Amphitheater ‐  Prepared memo of research of various outdoor amphitheater and open air 
band shell contractors to compile a list of options/contractors. Presentation to Council on 1/15/20. Follow up 
research is on hold until I have capacity to continue to work on this project.  

13. Training continued for Community Development Administrative Assistant Christina Sullivan for land use file 
creation, issuing decisions, and running PC meetings, and preparing PC minutes.  

14. Millard Road Property – Began preparing staff report for upcoming zone change. Public Hearing date is still TBD.
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15. Assisted Friends of Nob Hill Nature Park in small grant application for plants/wiring to Portland Gardening Club  
 
 
Jenny Dimsho, AICP 
Associate Planner 
City of St. Helens 
(503) 366‐8207 
jdimsho@ci.st‐helens.or.us 
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