
10/2/2015 1:41 PM 

 
The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 

and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 
 

Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 
For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

 
City of St. Helens 

COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, October 7, 2015, 1:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens 

 
Welcome!  

All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room.  When invited to provide comment regarding items not on 
tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your name only.  
You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council.  If you wish to address a specific item on the agenda, you 
should make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up.  The Council has the authority to grant or deny 
your request.  Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.  
  

1. Visitor Comments 1:00 p.m. 

2. Employee Length of Service Award:  Aaron Kunders - 15 Years 1:05 p.m. 

3. Public Comments on Drop Box Rate Increase 1:10 p.m. 

4. Protest on Sewer Lateral Replacement – 184 N. Vernonia Road 1:15 p.m. 

5. ACC Gateway Sculpture Project Phase 2 Stage 1 Request – Councilor Conn 1:30 p.m. 

6. Donation of Historical Newspapers to Columbia County Museum Assn. – Councilor Conn 1:40 p.m. 

7. Review Finance/Municipal Court Staff Request – Jon Ellis 1:50 p.m. 

8. Discussion Regarding Utility Rates – Jon Ellis 2:05 p.m. 

9. Discussion Regarding Camping on Sand Island – Councilor Morten 2:25 p.m. 

10. Department Reports 2:45 p.m. 

11. Council Reports 3:05 p.m. 

12. Executive Session:  ORS 192.660(2)(e) Real Property Transactions 3:25 p.m. 

13. Other Business  

14. Next Work Session Items  

15. Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
• October 7, Council Work Session, 1:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• October 7, Council Public Hearing, 6:45 p.m., Council Chambers 
• October 7, Council Regular Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• October 13, Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• October 15, Library Board, 7:15 p.m., Council Chambers 
• October 19, Parks Commission, 4:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

 
16. Future Public Hearing(s)/Forum(s):   

• October 7, 6:45 p.m., Local Contract Review Board PH: Approve Class Special Procurement 
• November 4, 6:30 p.m., PH:  Utility Rates 

 

City Council Members 
Mayor Randy Peterson 

Council President Doug Morten 
Councilor Keith Locke 
Councilor Susan Conn 

Councilor Ginny Carlson  
www.ci.st-helens.or.us 

Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



 

 

          
 
 
 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council  
   
From:  Kathy Payne 
 
Date:  October 7, 2015 
 
 
I am happy to announce that we have one employee who has reached a big milestone 
in his employment with the City of St. Helens.  The following individual will receive a 
certificate and pin at the October 7 Council work session. 
 
15 Years 
 
Aaron Kunders began working for the City in September of 2000 as a WWTP Operator 
II.  Three years later he became an Operator III and moved to Operator IV two years 
after that.  Then, in June 2009, after Greg Zielinski retired, Aaron took over the role of 
Superintendent where he has served since. 
 
Congratulations to Aaron, and thank you for your service! 
 
Thank you. 

LENGTH OF SERVICE AWARD PROGRAM 
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MEMO

To:

Date:

Subject:

Background:

Date Activity

4/28/2013 Lateral video

7/12/2013 Lateral repair notice sent

9/9/2013 60-day notice sent

9/19/2013 Owner call

10/11/2013 90-day notice sent

11/13/2013 Final notice sent

1/16/2014 Discussion with owner

1/16/2014 Owner obtained permit

8/13/2014 Mainline video

Install cleanout

8/19/2014 Call to owner

9/2/2014 Lateral video

9/5/2014 Follow-up letter sent

9/8/2015 Nuisance abatement letter 

sent

9/8/2015 Property posted

9/18/2015 Owner protest received

From:

The Mayor and Members of City Council

Sue Nelson, Public Works Engineering Director

Neal Sheppeard, Public Works Operations Director

7-Oct-15

184 N. Vernonia Road Sanitary Sewer Lateral History

On September 2, 2015 the Council approved a resolution to declare certain properties within the city to be 

in violation of sections of the Municipal Code in regards to deficient sewer laterals and that a nuisance 

exists on such properties. On September 8, 2015 a letter was sent to each of the affected property owners 

advising them of the nuisance determination.  In accordance with the Code, property owners have 10 days 

to provide a written protest of the notice. On September 18, a protest was submitted by the owner of 184 

N. Vernonia Road.  

The information below is a timeline of activities related to the sewer lateral at 184 N. Vernonia Road and 

adjacent mainline sewer.  Copies of letters, inspection reports, and notices are attached for reference. 

Comments

Deficiencies noted: separated joints, fractures, root intrusion, 

Orangeburg pipe

Requested copy of map; mailed on 9-19-2013

Discussion with staff regarding need for repair

Notification that City will re-TV lateral
Second video made at City expense. Deficiencies noted: 

multiple offset joints, fractures, cracks, break in pipe with 

protruding section. Confirmed vitrified clay pipe; no 

Orangeburg pipe

City crew installed new cleanout on mainline

City TV'd mainline; debris in line, no blockages found

Confirm deficiencies and repair needed
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City of St. Helens, Oregon 

CCTV Sanitary Sewer Lateral Inspection Report 
 

Property Address:  
Inspection Date:  Time:  
Contractor:  Inspector:  
Lateral Length:  Depth of Lateral at Sewer Main:  
 
PIPE DIAMETER:   3”  4”  6”  Other 
 
PIPE MATERIAL:   PVC  Concrete  Cast Iron  Orangeburg  
 
    ABS  Vitrified Clay  Other Material(s)  
 
LATERAL ACCESSED:   Cleanout  Soil Stack  Other  
   
INSPECTION ENDS:   Mainline  Manhole  Other  
 
CONNECTIONS IDENTIFIED DURING INSPECTION:  

Downspout  Sump Pump  Basement Drain  Area Drain 
 Foundation Drain  Driveway Drain  Other Sanitary Line 

Other    
 

OBSERVATIONS 

□ Broken sewer  pipe □ Bellied Pipe 

□ Deformed pipe □ Rocks, Mud, or Grease Buildup  

□ Holes and cracks in pipe  □ Blockage (Debris, Collapse or Cave-in) 

□ Fractures in pipe □ Damaged or Open Cleanout  

□ Offset or Separated Pipe Joints  □ Cleanout Installed for CCTV purposes 

□ Root Intrusion  □ CCTV Incomplete  

□ Direct  inflow and infiltration  □ Sewer ejector pump on property 

□ Other Homes or Buildings share sewer lateral □ Severe Corrosion 
 
Additional Notes: 
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City of St. Helens 

P.O. Box 278, St. Helens, OR  97051 

Phone:  (503) 397-6272   Fax:  (503) 397-4016 

www.ci.st-helens.or.us 

 

         

September 8, 2015 

 

Robert L. Kern and Jerry L. Yager  

4815 NE Skidmore 

Portland, OR 97218 

 

Subject: Notice of Deficient Sanitary Sewer Lateral Abatement 

  184 N. Vernonia Road, St. Helens, Oregon 

  Property Map # 4N1W 5AD 10300 

 

You have been identified as the owner or person in charge of subject property.  The City Council has 

determined that the current condition of the sanitary sewer lateral for this property to be in violation 

of the City of St. Helens Municipal Code. 

According to St. Helens Municipal Code (SHMC) 8.12.130:  

” No person in charge of any building or structure shall suffer or permit rain water to fall from any such 

building or structure onto any street or sidewalk or to flow across such sidewalk or cause it to be discharged into any 

sanitary sewer;” 

 

And SHMC 13.12.040(8). (12), and (13):  

“No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or other 

sources of surface runoff or ground water to a building sewer or building drain, which in turn is connected directly or 

indirectly to a public sanitary sewer.” 

 “Service laterals from a structure to the main sewer line shall be maintained by the owner of said structure in 

such a manner as to prevent infiltration of ground water into the collection system.” 

 “Service laterals constructed or comprised of any prohibited material, specifically bituminous fiber pipe, most 

commonly known as “Orangeburg pipe,” may constitute a threat to the efficient working and operation of the sanitary 

collection system and/or of the wastewater treatment plant and facilities of the city and may constitute a hazard to the 

health of the citizens of the city. In order to reduce or eliminate the risk, threats, and hazards posed by the existence of 

such unapproved pipe, prohibition is necessary. Building sewers constructed or compromised of unapproved materials, 

including “Orangeburg” or bituminous fiber pipe shall be deemed in need of repair or replacement when: (a) The 

service lateral is in failure as determined by the city engineer. A sewer lateral constructed of bituminous fiber pipe is 

considered to be in failure when certain conditions are present. Some of these conditions include, but are not limited to: 

collapsed pipe, blistering or peeling pipe, structural failure of the pipe, sags and bulges in line greater than 25 percent 

of pipe diameter, root intrusion, separated or leaking joints, visibly cracked or broken pipe, or pipe material 

deterioration. (b) Any additions, repairs, alterations, renovations, replacements, or maintenance are made to the service 

lateral.  In all cases, the entire length of unapproved pipe material shall be removed and replaced and the costs and 

expenses incident to the repair and/or replacement of the unapproved pipe shall be borne by the owner. Replacement or 

repaired pipe shall conform to current applicable regulations and the requirements of this code for building sewers. 

 

And SHMC 13.12.050(1) and (2):  

“No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface water, roof runoff, subsurface 

drainage, uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer.” 

  “No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or other 

sources of surface runoff or ground water to a public sanitary sewer.” 
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City of St. Helens 

P.O. Box 278, St. Helens, OR  97051 

Phone:  (503) 397-6272   Fax:  (503) 397-4016 

www.ci.st-helens.or.us 

 

You are hereby directed to make repairs on the deficient sanitary sewer lateral within thirty (30) days 

of this notice (on or before October 8, 2015).  Obtaining a plumbing permit from the St. Helens 

Building Department for the purpose of making the required repairs will be considered taking action 

to complete the repairs.  

 

If you fail to remove the nuisance by making the repairs and/or obtaining a valid plumbing permit for 

the purpose of performing the repairs, the City of St. Helens will remove the nuisance by means of 

having the repairs completed and the cost of the repairs shall be assessed against the property.  

Failure to pay the assessment shall result in the City placing a lien against the property, including any 

and all additional costs associated with filing the lien.  You may protest this action by giving notice 

in writing to the city recorder within ten (10) days from the date of this notice (on or before 

September 18, 2015). Please address a notice of protest or any other correspondence to City of St. 

Helens, Attn: Kathy Payne, City Recorder, P.O. Box 278, St. Helens, OR 97051. 

 

Sincerely, 

 

 

Kathy Payne 

City Recorder  
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Notice of Sewer Lateral Abatement 

Posted on September 8, 2015 
 

City of St. Helens Council hereby directs a notice be posted on the lot at 184 N. Vernonia Road, Parcel 

Map # 4N1W 5AD 10300, that the property is in violation of one or more sections of the St. Helens Municipal 

Code (SHMC) listed below: 

SHMC Section 8.12.130: 

 ” No person in charge of any building or structure shall suffer or permit rain water to fall from any such building 

or structure onto any street or sidewalk or to flow across such sidewalk or cause it to be discharged into any sanitary sewer;” 

SHMC Section 13.12.040(8). (12), and (13):  

“No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of 

surface runoff or ground water to a building sewer or building drain, which in turn is connected directly or indirectly to a public 

sanitary sewer.” 

 “Service laterals from a structure to the main sewer line shall be maintained by the owner of said structure in such a 

manner as to prevent infiltration of ground water into the collection system.” 

 “Service laterals constructed or comprised of any prohibited material, specifically bituminous fiber pipe, most commonly 

known as “Orangeburg pipe,” may constitute a threat to the efficient working and operation of the sanitary collection system and/or 

of the wastewater treatment plant and facilities of the city and may constitute a hazard to the health of the citizens of the city. In 

order to reduce or eliminate the risk, threats, and hazards posed by the existence of such unapproved pipe, prohibition is necessary. 

Building sewers constructed or compromised of unapproved materials, including “Orangeburg” or bituminous fiber pipe shall be 

deemed in need of repair or replacement when: (a) The service lateral is in failure as determined by the city engineer. A sewer 

lateral constructed of bituminous fiber pipe is considered to be in failure when certain conditions are present. Some of these 

conditions include, but are not limited to: collapsed pipe, blistering or peeling pipe, structural failure of the pipe, sags and bulges 

in line greater than 25 percent of pipe diameter, root intrusion, separated or leaking joints, visibly cracked or broken pipe, or pipe 

material deterioration. (b) Any additions, repairs, alterations, renovations, replacements, or maintenance are made to the service 

lateral.  In all cases, the entire length of unapproved pipe material shall be removed and replaced and the costs and expenses 

incident to the repair and/or replacement of the unapproved pipe shall be borne by the owner. Replacement or repaired pipe shall 

conform to current applicable regulations and the requirements of this code for building sewers. 

SHMC Section 13.12.050(1) and (2):  

“No person shall discharge or cause to be discharged any storm water, surface water, roof runoff, subsurface drainage, 

uncontaminated cooling water, or unpolluted industrial process waters to any sanitary sewer.” 

  “No person shall make connection of roof downspouts, exterior foundation drains, areaway drains, or other sources of 

surface runoff or ground water to a public sanitary sewer.” 

 

The property owner or person in charge of the property described in this Notice is directed to make repairs on 

the deficient sanitary sewer lateral within thirty (30) days of this notice (on or before October 8, 2015).  

Obtaining a plumbing permit from the St. Helens Building Department for the purpose of making the required 

repairs will be considered taking action to complete the repairs. 

 

If the property owner or the person in charge of the property fails to remove the nuisance by making the 

repairs and/or obtaining a valid plumbing permit for the purpose of performing the repairs, the City of St. 

Helens will remove the nuisance by means of having the repairs completed and the cost of the repairs shall be 

assessed against the property.  Failure to pay the assessment shall result in the City placing a lien against the 

property, including any and all additional costs associated with filing the lien.  You may protest this action by 

giving notice in writing to the city recorder within ten (10) days from the date of this notice (on or before 

September 18, 2015).Please address a notice of protest or any other correspondence regarding this action to: 

 

City of St Helens 

Attn: Kathy Payne, City Recorder 

PO Box 278 

St. Helens, OR 97051 
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Request for Council Action 

 

To:  City Council 
From:  Margaret Jeffries, Library Director and Arts and Cultural Commission Liaison 
Date:  September 29, 2015 

Subject: Request to for City Council Approval of Phase 2: Stage 1 of the St. Helens 

Gateway Sculpture Project 

 

 

Summary: The Arts and Cultural Commission (ACC) recommends the selection of the Gateway 
Sculpture Project proposal – Salmon Tree Cycle - by the firm Rhiza A + D and also requests 
approval to spend $2,000 for the selected firm to provide illustrations of the sculptures showing 
the surrounding landscape of the site.  

The illustrations will be used for project promotion and fundraising. This represents Stage 1 of 
the work described in the Request for Proposal and Qualification for The St. Helens Gateway 
Sculpture Project – Phase 2. 

 

Background:  At the ACC meeting immediately following the September 22 public hearing for 
the Gateway Sculpture Project, the Commissioners evaluated the proposal presented by Rhiza 
A + D and voted to recommend its selection to the City Council.  

The design of Salmon Tree Cycle was inspired by the life cycle of the salmon and its relationship 
to trees in a river environment – fallen trees provide habitat for fish in the river and salmon at 
the end of their life provide nutrients for trees along the riverbank. 

The ACC wishes to proceed with Stage 1 in order to enhance their fundraising opportunities for 
grants and possible crowd funding options. 

 

Attachments:  Please see the following documents with more design details and the experience 
and portfolio of Rhiza A + D in executing similar projects along the Portland riverfront and I-5 
near Eugene. 
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To: St. Helens Arts and Cultural Commission

Date: 07-15-15

Re: St. Helens Gateway Sculpture Project – McNulty Creek Bridge

Subject: “Salmon Tree Cycle” - a totemic gateway at 35 mph

Thank you for contacting us about this opportunity – your previous feedback regarding

our phase 1 submittal as well as the precedent of Suzanne Lee's installation have 

provided us with a keener understanding of the elements needed to create a dynamic 

landmark for the City of St. Helens. 

At McNulty Creek Bridge we propose to create two torsional, organic lanterns.  The 

pieces symbolically present a flowing, Columbia Basin river culture sustained by the 

integral ecosystem of trees and salmon.  Salmon migrate from freshwater to ocean 

and back.  Their bodies are repositories of nitrogen and numerous nutrients that not 

only benefit predators and scavengers but are also critical fertilizers for stream-side 

trees.*  The roots and branches of these trees in turn become the habitat for a 

healthy, diverse water system.  The “Salmon Tree Cycle” is a sculptural expression of 

this dynamic reciprocity.  

Though structurally independent (North lantern – 520 lbs, South lantern – 320 lbs.), 

both parts of the sculpture work in concert to create a gesture of transformation.  The 

North lantern sweeps upward while the South lantern whirls outward and down – an 

experience that becomes sequential by the movement of the motorists in either 

direction.  Composed of painted, laser-cut steel shells and internal translucent, UV-

stable, colored panels – the pieces will be vividly present both day and night.  During 

the day the sculptures mark the water being crossed – gestural forms (of salmon and 

large woody debris**), shifting gradients of openness and color create a shimmering 

effect.  At night, internal LED lighting illuminates the colored panels and brings to life 

the negative space created by the steel cut-outs.  The piece will be expressive from 

close-up and from afar.

2127 n. albina avenue, unit 203, portland or 97227
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 Having built transit oriented public art of varied scale and budgets we appreciate that 

these highly visible works are typically experienced in a momentary flash.  Sometimes

a lingering look or an after-image is the most we can get.  Given this condition, the 

work – aims to be memorable through the windshield as well as through the rear-view 

mirror – addresses it's visual/spatial presence in all manners of weather and light, and

–  measures success in it's ability to be highly specific to a place yet broadly inclusive 

in the story it conveys.

Having worked together for nearly 20 years we are confident of our ability to 

successfully create the work we've describe for the budget stated.  

* “Why Fish Need Trees and Trees Need Fish” by Anne Post, Alaska Fish & Wildlife 
News, November 2008, Alaska Department of Fish and Game

**”Dynamics of large woody debris in streams in old-growth Douglas-fir forests” by 
G.W. Lienkaemper, F.J. Swanson, 1987 Canadian Journal of Forest Research
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ELEVATION (BRIDGE-SECTION) LOOKING NORTH (approx.)
N.T.S.                                 rhiza A+D 07.15.15 Concept Dwg.

Design perimeter

8” dia. pipe support provided- 
paint silver to match bottom of 
sculpture. 

“Roots” with river current cut-
outs in conical 16ga.+/- steel 
painted silver. Includes remov-
able access panel for bolts and 
light fi xture.

“Base of tree” with spiral river 
current cut-outs in conical 16ga.+/- 
steel painted dark grey-brown.

Translucent uv resistant colored 
plastic inside behind painted steel 
cut-out areas typical. Plastic color 
changes from bottom to top of 
sculpture.  

“Tree trunk” with spiraling salmon 
“bark” cut-outs in conical 16ga.+/- 
steel painted dark grey-brown 

Lower “branches” with cut-out 
needle pattern painted dark 
green.

Upper “branches” with cut-out 
salmon tails. 14ga+/- steel cut 
and welded into upward pointing 
structural V. Painted dark green 
and “spawning” red- orange

“Tree” top Chinook head

Existing mtl 
railing
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ELEVATION LOOKING EAST (approx.)                          
N.T.S.                              rhiza A+D 07.15.15 Concept Dwg.

Translucent UV resistant col-
ored plastic cone located inside 
behind metal cut-out areas 
typical. Blue & green color 
typical.

8” dia. pipe support provided- 
paint silver to match bottom of 
sculpture. 

“Trunk & branches” formed 
curve 6” steel pipe painted 
dark grey-brown. Includes light 
fi xture(s) housing.

“River eddy” with water cur-
rent cut-outs & perforations in 
conical 16ga+/-steel painted 
silver.

Removable access panel for 
bolts and light fi xture. Painted 
silver.

“Loose bark” with river current 
and salmon cut-outs in 14ga 
+/- steel painted dark grey-
brown.

Design perimeter

Existing mtl 
railing
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print date: 7/13/2015

item quantity units rate extension notes
site work $0

foundation $0 8”pipe provided 

electrical $1,350

installation $2,410

structure $18,632

finish $2,690

transportation $500 to painter & site

consultants $0

general conditions $4,208

construction cost $29,790 

design $6,230

structural engineering $980 

project cost $37,000 

rhiza A+D 
St Helens Sculpture Schematic Budget

na

incl; shop ovrhd, insur, photos, travel

Incl; detailing, shop dwgs, coordination
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2127 North Albina Avenue    suite 203    Portland Oregon    97227

members - Ean Eldred + Richard F. Garfi eld + John Kashiwabara + Peter Nylen  
contact: John Kashiwabara 503.453.5476  john@rhizaaplusd.com 

ACADEMIC BACKGROUNDS
Ean Eldred
+ Drawing Instructor, “Drawing the Urban Landscape”, Pacifi c Northwest College Art, Portland OR, 2003-04 
+ Bachelor of Architecture, Cooper Union for the Advancement of Science and Art, New York, NY, 1991 
+ The Kansas City Art InsƟ tute, Kansas City, MO, 1986
Richard F. Garfi eld 
+ Assistant Department Head, Admissions Director, Adjunct Associate Professor, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR, 1977-79 
+ Masters of Architecture with Honors, University of Pennsylvania, Philadelphia, PA, 1967
John Kashiwabara
+ Adjunct Associate Professor, School of Architecture and Allied Arts, University of Oregon, Eugene, OR 1999 
+ Bachelor of Architecture, Cooper Union for the Advancement of Art and Science, New York, NY, 1988
Peter Nylen
+ Bachelor of Architecture, Cooper Union for the Advancement of Art and Science, New York, NY, 1991 
+ Southeastern MassachuseƩ s University, South Dartmouth, MA, 1985

RECENT WORK EXPERIENCE
Ean Eldred  
+ Partner- rhiza A+D, Portland, OR, 2007- Present 
+ Partner- EldredKashiwabara, Portland, OR, 2003- 2007 
+ Partner- NE Works, Portland, OR, 2002- 2008 
+ Sole Proprietor-  ELDRED design, Portland, OR, 2001- 2007 
+ Partner - RIGGA, Portland, OR, 1996- 2001
Richard F. Garfi eld
+ Partner - rhiza A+D, Portland, OR, 2007- Present 
+ Principal - Richard F. Garfi eld, Architect, 1993- 2007 
+ Partner - RIGGA, Portland, OR, 1996- 2001
John Kashiwabara
+ Partner -  rhiza A+D, Portland, OR, 2007- Present  
+ Partner-  EldredKashiwabara, 2003- 2007 
+ Principal- John Kashiwabara, architect, Portland, OR, 2001- 2007 
+ Partner - RIGGA, Portland, OR, 1996- 2001
Peter Nylen
+ Partner -  rhiza A+D, Portland, OR, 2007- Present 
+ Partner-  NE Works, Portland, OR, 2002- 2008 
+ Sole Proprietor- Nylen design, Portland, OR, 2001- 2007 
+ Member - RIGGA, Portland, Oregon, 1996- 2001

AWARDS/ PUBLIC INVOLVEMENT/ REGISTRATIONS/ AFFILIATIONS
rhiza A+D
+  Big Pipe Portal selected as one of forty, Year in Review NaƟ onal Public Art Projects, Americans for the Arts, 2010 
+ Silver medal for Winter Entrance Design, Portland Design FesƟ val, 2004
Ean Eldred
+ Regional Arts & Culture Council selecƟ on panel member for Industry & Art Show (2012), IntersecƟ ons ArƟ st Residency Project 
Grant (2010), Tribute to Mayor Katz Art InstallaƟ on (2004), Wapato CorrecƟ onal Facility Public Art (2001-04), Insitu (2001-03), Smith 
and Bybee Lakes Public Art (2002) 
+ Oregon State Hospital Memorial selecƟ on panel member, Oregon Arts Commission, 2011 
+ Friends of Timberline Annual Fund Raising Dinner Keynote Speaker, 2007  
+ The Oregon Design Conference  lecturer and presentaƟ on, 2004 
+ Art Gym Gallery Remodel Design CharreƩ e member,  Marylhurst College, OR, 2002 
+ Regional Arts & Culture Council Technical Assistance Grant Recipient,  2001 

Resume
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+ Momentary Monuments lecture & tribute to Dale Eldred, Nelson Atkins Museum of Art, 2000
Richard F. Garfi eld
+ Registered architect: MassachuseƩ s, Washington, Montana, Oregon 
+ Member American InsƟ tute of Architects (AIA)
John Kashiwabara
+ Registered architect: Oregon 
+ CommunicaƟ on Arts Award (wriƟ ng), 2000 
+ Poetry Fellow, Seminar for Younger Poets, Bucknell University, 1988 
+ Academy of American Poets Poetry Prize, 1988
Peter Nylen
+ Friends of Timberline Annual Fund Raising Dinner Keynote Speaker, 2007 
+ The Oregon Design Conference lecturer, 2004

SELECTED COMMISSIONS, EXHIBITIONS
+ Orenco Woods Nature Park- art design team member for a 42 acre former golf course, Hillsboro, OR, Budget TBD, Current
+ Lower Columbia College Life Sciences Building- public art commission, Longview, WA budget $106,000, Current
+ Riverscape Apartments - public art commission, Portland, OR budget $170,000, Current
+ Norfolk Virginia MulƟ -Modal Development - public art commission, Norfolk, VA, budget $200,000, 2015
+ Camas Basket - public art commission, I-5 WillameƩ e River Bridge Replacement Project, Eugene, OR, budget $135,000, 2014
+ Sheltering Landscape Series - public art commission for 13 sculptures,Oregon State Hospital,Salem, OR, budget $720,000, 2013
+ Alberta Alignment - public art commission for 7 transit stops, Alberta Main Street, Portland, OR, budget $18,000, 2012
+ Cloud CAVU - public art commission, Mt Hood airport light rail staƟ on,TriMet, Portland, OR, budget $60,000, 2011
+ Sink - with dancer/choreographer Anne Furfey, Portland InsƟ tute for Contemporary Art TBA fesƟ val, Portland, OR, 2010
+ Nunavut - with dancer/choreographer Linda AusƟ n, Portland Art Museum Beaux Arts Ball, Portland, OR, 2010
+ Timberline Winter Entrance - USFS, Friends of Timberline, RLK & Co, Timberline Lodge, OR, budget $750,000, 2009
+ Big Pipe Portal -  public art commission, City of Portland BES, Swan Island, Portland, OR, budget $50,000, 2009
+ Circus Me Around - temporary installaƟ on in collaboraƟ on with dancer Linda AusƟ n, Performance Works Northwest, Portland, OR, 
2007
+ Shadow Pavilion - E. Eldred - Oregon Burn Center Garden, Legacy Health Systems, Portland, OR, budget $15,000, 2005
+ Diplothopter -  gallery installaƟ on group show “Making Out”, UBC School of Architecture, Emily Carr Inst.,Vancouver BC,Canada, 
2004
+ EvaporaƟ on Screen - Eldred Kashiwabara - Spokane Wastewater Treatment Facility, City of Spokane, Spokane, WA, budget $30,000, 
2003
+ KnoƩ ed Gateways - RIGGA - East Bank Esplanade, Regional Arts& Culture Council, PDC, Portland, OR, budget $130,000, 2001
+ Stefopoulos Gateway and Plaza - RIGGA - Portland Development Commission, Portland,OR, budget $20,000, 2001
+ Reverse Archeology - RIGGA - Center on Contemporary Art, SeaƩ le, WA, 1997
+ Theater Marquee – RIGGA -  design, fabricaƟ on and installaƟ on of a theater marquee, ArƟ st Repertory Theater, Portland, OR, 1996
+ Diverted History; The Work of Pierre Menard - RIGGA - gallery installaƟ on, Art Gym, Marylhurst College, OR, 1996
+ Dada Ball - RIGGA - set design, Portland InsƟ tute of Contemporary Art, Portland, OR, 1996-98

SELECTED ARCHITECTURE PROJECTS
+ Cathedral Park Place - 277k sf offi  ce, warehouse and studio adapƟ ve reuse, Portland, OR, 2007, ongoing
+ Goldsmith Block - 65k sf offi  ce, retail and studio adapƟ ve reuse, Portland, OR, 2009, ongoing
+ Performance & Dance Facility - 4.5k sf studios,offi  ce,residence, Performance Works Northwest, Portland,OR, budget $800,000, 
ongoing
+ LoŌ  RenovaƟ on - private residence renovaƟ on & furniture fabricaƟ on, 2k sf,Portland, OR, budget $80,000, 2012
+ Overton K-12 RenovaƟ on - seismic, occupancy, accessible & interior upgrades, charter school, 26k sf, Portland, OR, budget $1.1M, 
2011
+ Conexiones Center for Trauma Recovery - commercial renovaƟ on w/ yoga studio& mediaƟ on garden,11.5k sf, budget $210,000,  
2011  
+ Portland Design Works - offi  ce, warehouse and mercanƟ le renovaƟ on,7.5k sf, Portland, OR, 2010  
+ Green Roof House & 1000 sf House - private residences, 1k & 5k sf, Lummi Island, WA, budgets: $1.2M, $200,000, 2009-2010
+ Long House - private residence, 8k sf, Bellvue,WA, budget $7M, 2008
+ Lab,TasƟ ng Room, Warehouse - RIGGA - public and private tasƟ ng rooms, lab and warehouse, Argyle Winery, Dundee OR, 2000-
2005  
+ Garden Pavilion - RIGGA - private residence, design and fabricaƟ on, Portland, OR, 1998
+ School of Nursing - RF Garfi eld / GHA - class rooms, research laboratories, auditorium, offi  ces, 90k sf, Portland, OR, budget $11M, 
1993
+ Turtle Bay Museum Park - RF Garfi eld / GHA - 50 acre master plan, Alliance of Redding Museums, Redding, CA, budget 
$40,000,1990
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+ High Desert Museum - RF Garfi eld / GHA - 12k sf High Desert Museum, Bend, OR, budget $1.7M, 1987
+ Arizona Historical Society Museum - RF Garfi eld / GHA - fi rst place 75k sf design, Papago Park, Tempe, AZ,1989
+ Center for Economic Development - RF Garfi eld - 40k sf research, training fac., Ford Found,USAID,Tribhuvan Univ, 
Kathmandu,Nepal,1973
+ LegislaƟ ve Capital - Richard Garfi eld - fi eld representaƟ ve for Louis I. Kahn, Dacca, Bangladesh, 1970

SELECTED REVIEWS / PROFILES
+ Timberline Lodge Winter Entrance - ARPLUS.COM, Feb. 23, London, England, 2010  
+ rhiza A+D creates new winter entrance to Mt Hood’s Timberline Lodge - Domus Web, Feb 9, Milan, Italy, 2010
+ Snow Job - The Architects Newspaper Blog, Oct. 12, NY, NY, 2009
+ 18 foot sculpture hails Big Pipe project - The Oregonian, April 18, Portland, OR, 2009
+ Timberline Lodge Geƫ  ng Ready for New Winter Entry - The Oregonian, Oct. 22, Portland, OR, 2008
+ Tunnel Vision - Portland Spaces, Oct. 1, Portland, OR, 2008
+ A New Look Forthcoming for Timberline Lodge in Oregon - Daily Journal of Commerce, June 24, Portland, OR, 2008                                                         
+ Healing Gardens for Burn PaƟ ents, a Place to Heal - Landscape Architecture, No. 4, Vol. 98, Washington, DC, 2008
+ Ice Cave: The Timberline Lodge’s New Entryway - Arcade, Vol. 26, SeaƩ le, WA, 2007
+ Linda AusƟ n/PWNW, InvitaƟ on to an Urban Circus - WillameƩ e Week, Oct. 31, Portland, OR, 2007
+ Making Out - Trace Magazine, Journal of the UBC School of Architecture, BC, Canada, 2004
+ Oregon Art Beat - RIGGA, Oregon Public BroadcasƟ ng, May 19, Portland, OR, 2002  
+ Commissions - RIGGA, Sculpture Magazine, Washington DC, No. 2 Vol. 2, 2002
+ Urban Surrealism - RIGGA ,The Oregonian, June 3, Portland OR, 2001
+ Pillars of the Community - RIGGA, Metropolis magazine, March, New York, NY, 2000
+ Art Finds Place in East bank River Park - RIGGA ,The Oregonian, Jan. 4, Portland, OR, 2000  
+ A Garden Pavilion in Portland - RIGGA, Architecture + Technology Magazine, Spain, Vol.15, 2000  
+ RIGGA -The Independents - RIGGA, Architecture Magazine, New York, NY, May, 1999
+ Ethereal Pavilion - RIGGA, Homes and Gardens of the Northwest, The Oregonian, Portland, OR, April 15,1999
+ Perils of the Pillars - RIGGA, The Oregonian, Portland, OR, January 24, 1999
+ Lovejoy Ramp Could Span Old & New - RIGGA, The Oregonian, Portland, OR, May 24, 1998
+ The Henry and CoCA Exchange Shows - RIGGA, The SeaƩ le Post-Intelligencer, SeaƩ le, WA, Oct. 31, 1997
+ Small is BeauƟ ful - RIGGA, The Oregonian, Portland, OR,  Aug. 5, 1997
+ Diverted History at The Art Gym - RIGGA, Artweek, San Jose, CA, Number 2,Volume 28, Feb. 1997
+ A FantasƟ c Foursome that was Fashioned on the Fly - RIGGA, The Oregonian, Portland OR, Nov. 22, 1996
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Kno  ed Gateways
[1] Echo Gate and [2] Stack Stalk

*see aƩ ached image list  for project informaƟ on
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Kno  ed Gateways
[3] Ghost Ship and [4] Alluvial Wall
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[5] Big Pipe Portal
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[6] Camas Basket
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[7] Winter Entry
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[8] Cloud C.A.V.U.
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Norfolk Harbor Park
[9] Ship Shell
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Norfolk Harbor Park
[10] Signal Carrier
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Norfolk Harbor Park
[11] Stealth Reef
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Tom’s Song
[12] Nurse Column
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Tom’s Song
[13] Lyric Tree
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Tom’s Song
[14] Tom’s Owl
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Image List

Kno  ed Gateways
[1] Echo Gate, [2] Stack Stalk, [3] Ghost Ship, [4] Alluvial Wall
 Adjacent to WillameƩ e River on the Eastbank Esplanade thoroughfare, these sculptures mark the 
boundary between the natural and human-made aspects of the site. The series of “sculptural knots and 
ghosts” refl ect the riverbank’s interwoven urban and natural history. 
 Located along the Vera Katz Esplanade in Portland, OR
Reference:
 George Hudson
 Landscape Architect, Principal, Alta Planning + Design, 
 711 SE Grand Ave, Portland, OR
 503 230.9862
 georgehudson@altaplanning.com
 Portland Parks Dept representaƟ ve
[5] Big Pipe Portal
 The Big Pipe Portal echoes an ecological approach to the built environment where manufacturing is in-
terwoven with our shared natural resources.  The largest infrastructure project in Portland history, the Big Pipe 
Project is largely invisible.  By revealing and readapƟ ng massive pre-cast concrete segments of the Big Pipe, the 
sculpture celebrates a hidden infrastructure.
 Located on the Swan Island greenway trail in Portland, OR
Reference:
 Peggy Kendellen
 Public Art Administrator, Regional Arts and Cultural Council
 411 NW Park Avenue, Suite 101 Portland, OR 97209-3356 
 offi  ce- 503.823.5111, direct- 503.823.5400 
 pkendellen@racc.org
 Public Art Manager 
[6] Camas Basket
 Camas Basket is a gateway to Eugene, Oregon marking the transiƟ on from foothill to ferƟ le valley. It is 
an ode to growth and change.  The open and growing structure is twined together with ribbons of steel, in-
spired by Kalapuyan basket weaving. VerƟ cal steel “fi brous reeds” and camas stems stretch toward the sun and 
are capped by blossoms of deeply saturated camas blue.
 Located on Interstate 5 at the Willamette River Bridge in Eugene, OR
Reference:
 Karl D. Wieseke
 ConstrucƟ on Project Manager, WillameƩ e River Bridge 
 Oregon Department of TransportaƟ on Eugene, OR 97403-2265
 Offi  ce 541.743.2440 x213, Cell 541.517.3934
 karl.d.wieske@odot.state.or.us
 ODOT representaƟ ve
[7] Winter Entrance
 The demountable Winter Entrance celebrates the historic Timberline Lodge and the Cascade Moun-
tains yearly snowpack.   Like a snowdriŌ  accumulaƟ ng against the lodges’ massive masonry façade, it appears 
and disappears with each season’s snow.  The entrance is demountable- assembled at the onset of winter and 
disassembled the following spring.   
 Located at the historic W.P.A. built Timberline Lodge at 6,000 feet on MT. Hood
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[8] Cloud C.A.V.U.
 This sculptural paean to PDX is composed of brushed aluminum and stainless steel.  AeronauƟ c wing 
and voluminous cloud, “Cloud Cavu”* arƟ culates the experience of arriving and deparƟ ng by plane through 
Portland’s winter sky.  Riding MAX to and from the airport one passes the sculpture with its allusion to take-off  
and descent.   
 Located at Mt. Hood Ave. light rail station on TriMet’s Airport Red Line
Reference:
 Mary Priester
 Public Art Manager, TriMet
 710 Northeast Holladay Street Portland, OR 97232
 off .- 503.962.2100, direct- 503.962.2291
 priestem@trimet.org
 Public Art Manager on Cloud C.A.V.U.
Norfolk Harbor Park
[9] Ship Shell, [10] Signal Carrier, [11] Stealth Reef
 The history of industry and biology of Norfolk in visual sculptural form. All three pieces speak specifi -
cally to Norfolk, its history, its transportaƟ on industry and the biology of the area. 
 Located at Harbor Park in Norfolk, VA
Reference:
 Karen Rudd
 Manager Cultural Aff airs City of Norfolk
 Selden Arcade / 208 E. Main St.  Norfolk, VA 23510
 757 664.6883
 Karen.Rudd@norfolk.gov
 City of Norfolk RepresentaƟ ve 
Tom’s Song
[12] Nurse Column, [13] Lyric Tree, [14] Tom’s Owl
 Three sculptures anchor two public courtyards at the southern edge of Portland’s NW Industrial Sanctu-
ary. These pieces celebrate the 1948 art-in-public of master penman and rail-yard watchman Tom Stefopoulos, 
whose murals adorned the local infrastructure and collecƟ ve memory.   
 Located at Waterline Apartments public courtyards in Portland, OR
Reference:
 Lee Novak
 Vice President of Development, Western Region  FORE Property
 517 Spirit Ridge Ct.  Reno, NV 89511
 Cell: 775 434.3382
 lnovak@foreproperty.com
 FORE Property representaƟ ve 

Reference:
 Christy Covington 
 Pacifi c Northwest Region, US Forest Service
 333 SW First Avenue  Portland, Oregon 97204-3440 
 offi  ce- 503.808.2468, direct- 503 622-3191
 ccovington@fs.fed.us
 USFS design team representaƟ ve 
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 Request for Council Action 

 September 29, 2015 

 To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

 From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director 

Subject: Approval to Donate Historical Newspapers to 
the Columbia County Museum Association 

 

Recommendation:  

The Library Director requests the Council’s approval to donate the City’s collection of historical 
newspapers to the Columbia County Museum Association. The City of St. Helens would reserve the 
right to transfer these newspapers to an alternate format (i.e. digitized for online access), if at any 
time in the future, the removal of copyright restrictions and funding made it possible. 

Background:  

The City of St. Helens owns a collection of bound copies of historical newspapers that are currently 
being stored at the Stimson Building. The list of newspapers is listed below. These newspapers 
have been stored in a variety of locations throughout the City but none of them have enabled their 
protection, preservation or access.  

Columbia County now benefits from a museum association that has as its mission to “…collect, 
display, preserve, and safeguard various artifacts, ephemera, photographs and research materials 
about all aspects of the history of Columbia County.” This mission and their expertise make the 
museum an ideal repository for this important newspaper collection.  

Bound Volumes: 

• Oregon Mist: 
o 1891 
o 1894-1898 
o 1900-1907 
o 1910-1911 
o 1919 
o 1921 

 

 

• St. Helens Mist:  
o 1913-1924 
o 1926-1927 
o 1929 
o 1931 

 
• St. Helens Sentinel  

o 1926-1928 
o 1931 

•  Sentinel Mist 
o 1925 
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Memorandum 
 

To:  The Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From:  Jon Ellis, Finance Director   

Subject: Finance / Municipal Court Staffing    

Date:  October 1, 2015 

Request: 
 
Shall City Council direct staff to proceed with reclassifying and recruiting for positions in Finance and 
Municipal Court?   
 
Background: 
 
Finance and Municipal Court have gone through significant rightsizing over the years due to the great 
recession.  With the improvement to the economy and increased activity levels in Court and Finance, 
maintaining existing services levels are no longer sustainable.  Sustaining service levels over the past 
year was primarily on staffs’ willingness to work excessive hours, which for non-exempt employees 
resulted in increasing accrued comp time balances and for exempt staff, just doing it.     
 
During the development of the Fiscal Year 2015-16 budget, staff proposed some steps to help alleviate 
the mounting pressures and back log, however the Budget Committee only adopted a .6 FTE for a term 
limited 6 month position (annual .3 FTE).  The following are proposed reorganizations to Court and 
Finance to address the short fall anticipated in January 2016.  The proposals vary from fixing the 
system for several years versus a continued temporary band aide to carry the departments into the next 
fiscal year. 
 

Restructure
Division / Position FY 2010‐11 FY 2011‐12 FY 2015‐16 Opt 1 Opt 2 Opt 3
Finance

Finance Director 1.00               1.00               1.00               1.00               1.00               1.00              
Accountant ‐                 ‐                 ‐                 1.00               ‐                 ‐                
Accounting Technician 1.00               1.00               1.00               1.00               1.00               1.00              
Accounting Assistant 1.00               ‐                 ‐                 1.00               1.00               1.00              
Office Assistant ‐                 0.80               1.15               ‐                 0.40               0.40              
Utility Billing Specialist ‐ Customer Service 2.00               2.00               2.00               1.00               1.00               1.00              
Utility Billing Specialist ‐ Cashier ‐                 ‐                 ‐                 1.00               1.00               1.00              

Total Finance 5.00               4.80               5.15               6.00               5.40               5.40              

Municipal Court
Court Clerk 2.00               2.00               2.00               2.00               2.00               2.00              
Part‐time Deputy 1.00               ‐                 ‐                 ‐                 ‐                 ‐                
Office Assistant ‐                 0.20               0.15               0.40               0.40               0.20              
Municipal Judge 1.00               ‐                 ‐                 ‐                 ‐                 ‐                
City Prosecutor 1.00               ‐                 ‐                 ‐                 ‐                 ‐                

Total Court 5.00               2.20               2.15               2.40               2.40               2.20              

Total 10.00             7.00               7.30               8.40               7.80               7.60              

Total Increase in budget ‐ assume Full Yr 124,000        45,800           38,260          
General Fund 58,000           28,800           15,200          
Other Funds 66,000           17,000           23,060            
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Option 1 - proposes adding one full time position (Accountant), reclassifying the Office Assistant to 
an Accounting Assistant, and bringing in a .4 FTE (2 days a week) Office Assistant to support Court. 
The cost is $124,000 of which $58,000 is funded by the General Fund. 
 
The Accountant will be primarily responsible to perform account reconciliation, provide backup to AP 
and Payroll, be responsible for analytical reports for Water, Sewer and Storm and Municipal Court.  
This will help alleviate excess hours provided by the Finance Director and Accounting Tech positions. 
 
The reclassification of the Office Assistant position will address support of payroll processes, 
enhanced analytics associated with Utility Customer Service, and provide back up for Utility Billing 
Specialist. 
 
The hiring of a .4 FTE will provide the additional support required to keep court records current, help 
expedite adjudication process and assist in alleviating the level of stresses.  Last year case workloads 
approached pre-2008 levels and with police finally getting back to fully staffed and healthy, workloads 
are anticipated to increase further.   
 
This option is optimal for succession planning and should address the staffing concerns for several 
years, absent from the assessment of converting bi-monthly utility billing to monthly. 
 
Option 2 – proposes shifting responsibilities between the Finance Director and the Accounting Tech 
associated with account reconciliations (pay differential may need to be further assessed), have the 
reclassified Accounting Assistant perform monthly processing of payroll, and hire a .8 FTE Office 
Assistant to provide support 2 days a week for court and 2 days a week for Utility Customer Service.  
The cost is $45,800 of which $28,800 is funded by the General Fund.  
 
Option 3 – proposes what was requested in the FY 15-16 budget process that was not adopted.  In 
reflection (4 months in review mirror), this would help but is really insufficient.  But as a wise Fire 
Chief once lamented, it is better than a sharp stick in the eye.      
 
Recommendation 
 
Staff recommends Option 1 – however Option 2 can assist in maintaining service levels for an interim 
period until such time as a new Finance Director is recruited. 
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Memorandum 
 

To:  The Mayor and Members of the City Council 

From:  Jon Ellis, Finance Director   

Subject: Water, Sewer and Stormwater Utility Rate Setting – Preliminary Discussion    

Date:  October 1, 2015 

Request: 
 
Direction in setting parameters associated with development of proposed Calendar Year (CY) 2016 
and CY 2017 Water, Sewer, and Stormwater utility rates?   
 
Background: 
 
The City Water, Sewer and Stormwater Utility rates have substantially increased over the last 10 years 
(2005 to 2015) primarily as a result of CIP projects required to meet federal regulations associated with 
the Clean Water Act, the loss of a significant industrial user, and a general decline in growth of the 
system (new development) due to the great recession.   
 

History of Residential Customer Utility Rates
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The City has finally reached the plateau whereby many of the significant captial improvements to meet 
the last round of regulatory requirements have been completed, replacement program on aged 
infrasturture is well established and underway, and the limited growth impacts are primarily covered 
through SDC fees.   
 

Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



 
 
Revenues from industrail users which previously decline due to plant closurer has partially rebounded 
with new industrial users filling the void. 
 
Debt utilitized to fund capital projects is also approaching a plateau and revenues streams are such to 
assure maintaining bond covenants requirements of minimum reserve balances and debt ratio tied to 
net operating income compared to annual debt service (absent inflationary increases to operation 
costs).   
 
Therefore rate increases over the next couple of years will primarily be contingent to inflationary 
pressures to operating cost and/or any new environmental regulatory standards. 
 
Direction: 
 
In the development of the water, sewer and stormwater rates for Calendar Year (CY) 2016 and 
possible CY 2017, staff would like further direction from City Council on: 
 

 Continuation of setting bienium rates – in 2013 the City set the first set of Beiennium rate increases 
(both CY 2014 and CY 2015 utilized a rate slope of 4.5%)   
 

 Rate Slope – the projected rate slope utilized in the utility rate models assumes a slop matching 
inflation, which for the model is 2.25%.  However, the undesignated operating reserves and the 
debt ratios are such that a rate slope of less than anticipated inflation may be utilized for a ahort 
duration if so desired. 

 

 Shifting rate structure - Should the City start considering shifting rates to allow a higher monthly 
fixed charge combined with a tiered volume rate charge?  This may result in allowing the 
opportuntity for customers better control their Monthly/Bimonthly billings through conservation, 
while limited the impact of conservation on operations (higher monthly fixed amount).    
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Staff has a brief power point slide presentation to better help frame the descussion on choices for City 
Council to consider before staff develop the proposed rates.  
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Memorandum 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
 
Subject: Administration & Community Development Dept. Report 
 
Date:  October 7, 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Planning Department Report attached. 
 
Business License Reports attached. 
 
Suggestion Box Report attached. 
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CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
 To: City Council   Date: 09.29.2015 
 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION 
Conducted a pre-application meeting for a vacant parcel close to the Columbia 
Boulevard/Alderwood Drive intersection for a residential lot of record sensitive lands permit. 
 
Assistant Planner and I gave Nan Laurence a briefing and tour of some key areas in St. Helens 
prior to the September 10th evening library program: A City’s Center: Rethinking Downtown.  
 
For years now, I have wanted to include more information on the land use planning page of the 
City’s website.  Now that we have an Assistant Planner, this can (in theory) slowly become a 
reality.  Note the “How do I…” section on the land use planning page.  In the long run, I hope 
this will save staff time, since common questions can be answered here. 
 
Conducted a pre-application meeting in regards to a change of use proposal at 125 S. 13th Street 
(i.e., Elks Veterans Bunker).  
 
The County is adopting rules in regards to marijuana uses in the County.  As a potentially 
impacted property owner, the City received notice of the public hearing for this.  See attached.  A 
draft of the County’s proposed land use rules for this can be found here: 
http://www.co.columbia.or.us/departments/land-development-services/lds-planning 
 
Assisted Chuck Daughtry, Executive Director CCET with some business recruitment outreach 
efforts. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CODE ENFORCEMENT  
Working with neighbors and the property owner on S. 15th Street regarding a shed issue (too 
close to property line).  Hoping this will be remedied without official notice/enforcement action. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION (& acting HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION) 
September 8, 2015 meeting (outcome): A Conditional Use Permit for 31 Cowlitz (Muckle 
Building) was approved.  The Commission also recommended approved to the Council for the 
amendments to the Houlton Business District zone and some of the amendments related to 
recreational vehicles. 
 
The Commission also recommended (4-0 vote) that the Council develop a wayfinding plan 
and that the funding source for such could be from tourism funds. 
 
October 13, 2015  meeting (upcoming): Deliberations for the Conditional Use Permit for 31 
Cowlitz (Muckle Building) need to be re-done due to procedural error.  A public hearing will be 
held for an Access Variance for 35732 Hankey Road.  The Commission will review a Verizon 
antennae proposal on the County Courthouse building for constancy with the Riverfront 

This report does not indicate all current planning activities over the past report period.  These are tasks, processing and administration of the Development Code 
which are a weekly if not daily responsibility.  The Planning Commission agenda, available on the City’s website, is a good indicator of current planning 
activities.  The number of building permits issued is another good indicator as many require Development Code review prior to Building Official review. 
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District’s Architectural Guidelines.  Commissioner term expiration will be discussed.  Other 
matters may be discussed. 
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Last year (see attached memo) the Oregon State Historic Preservation (SHPO) staff worked on a 
resurvey the St. Helens Downtown Historic District.  I was contacted by them this month as the 
project is reaching a conclusion.  More information about the results to come soon. 
 
The Commission scored the applications for the city’s Historic Preservation Rehabilitation Grant 
program. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) 
Routine data updates. 
 
MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
Anya Mouhca, this year’s Main Street Program/Community Coordinator, started this month.  We 
did some typical orientation stuff as for any new employee and as required by the RARE 
program. 
 
I attended the SHEDCO Board of Directors meeting on September 24, 2015 at the Kozy Korner 
Diner. 
 
ASSISTANT PLANNER—In addition to routine tasks, the Assistant Planner has been working on: 
See attached. 
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 CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: Historic Landmarks Commission; HLC Councilor; Community Development Councilor 
FROM: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
RE: St. Helens Downtown Historic District resurvey later this year 
DATE: January 7, 2014 
 

 
Recently (as announced last fall) the Oregon Historic Preservation Office (SHPO) is taking efforts to 
improve public support for the state’s oldest historic districts.  In the 1970s to the early 1980s several historic 
districts were created throughout the state and these are now considered Oregon’s “oldest” historic districts.  
The St. Helens Downtown Historic District was placed in the National Register of Historic Places by the 
Department of the Interior on October 25, 1984.  As such, our sole historic district is one of the states 
“oldest.” 
 
The effort in the 1980s included a 10 month research project and the district encompassed approximately 134 
structures within a 47.5 acre area.  Much has changed in the nearly 30 year time span since that original effort 
with some buildings being removed or altered, yet the district inventory narrative remains the same.  In other 
words, the historic district inventory is dated. 
 
Kuri Gill with SHPO recently contacted me stating that SHPO was willing to provide the resurvey service for 
us because of the age of district formation and their goals to support Oregon’s “oldest.”  As this is something 
the St. Helens Historic Landmarks Commission has been discussing since its inception in 2008, this was great 
news.  Here are some of the details as explained to me yesterday by phone: 
 

 This would be a reconnaissance level survey performed by SHPO staff.  Typically, this involves two 
teams of about 3 people each and one day of field work.  There seems to be some opportunity for 
Historic Landmarks Commissioners to assist or at least shadow the working groups, if desired. 

 
 Following the field work, SHPO staff would do the book stuff back in Salem. 

 
 This would occur sometime this summer, when the weather is more hospitable and when SHPO 

usually has intern assistance. 
 

 We would not be obligated to officially update the district information with the National Register, 
though if we chose to, the process does not sound as complicated as it could be (e.g., if we were 
changing the boundaries of the district).  This would enable official updates. 

 
 This would go onto a historic sites database. 

 
 This will not cost the city anything; though SHPO would request that we notify property owners in 

advance so help avoid surprise or suspicion as to why people are “staking out’ their property, 
particularly for residential properties.  

 
The timing may work out with regards to the CLG grants.  Our current one ends in August 2014 so we will 
have this updated inventory in time to think about the next CLG grant cycle we qualify for.  The anticipated 
grant application deadline for that grant cycle would be February 2015.  At this point I don’t have all the 
details, but wanted to give you a heads up and write what I know in memo form while the conversation with 
Kuri is fresh in my mind.  I officially said yes to SHPO’s offer yesterday as it appears we have nothing to 
loose.  FYI.  
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Jacob Graichen

From: Jennifer Dimsho
Sent: Tuesday, September 22, 2015 9:49 AM
To: Jacob Graichen
Subject: September Planning Department Report

Here are my additions to the September Planning Department Report.  
 

1.       Researched National Endowment of the Arts – “Our Town” Grant for Gateway Sculpture Phase 2. Decided the 
crowdfunding website Kickstarter may be a better fundraising route. Researched other Kickstarter campaigns for 
civic art projects, attended Phase 2 PH and ACC meeting 

2.       Kiwanis Club Presentation RE: Waterfront Redevelopment (8/27) 
3.       Worked on FAQs (property lines, fences, vision clearance) for Land Use Planning website 
4.       Discussed pros & cons of fee collection, campsites, care‐taker, etc. for Sand Island Marine Park with Public 

Works/Parks Dept. 
5.       Attended meeting at Maul Foster & Alongi to discuss timeline and refine the Work Plan for the EPA Brownfield 

Area‐Wide Planning grant  
6.       Participated in orienting the SH Public Library guest speaker Nan Laurence for Oregon Humanities Conversation 

Project RE: Downtowns 
7.       Updated Waterfront Redevelopment Project website with new materials and content 
8.       New STIP deadline announced Nov. 20 – Prepared and submitted Pre‐Proposal which included Corridor Master 

Plan attachments and planning‐level cost estimates to our Region representative for the St. Helens Pedestrian 
and Transit Stop Improvement Package (Partnering with CC Rider). Researched changes in guidelines and began 
responding to Enhance Proposal narrative questions 

9.       Helped orient Anya, the new RARE AmeriCorps Community Coordinator 
10.   Wrote draft of Waterfront Redevelopment Project feature for the Fall Gazette  
11.   Coordinated PC scoring and selected final CLG Historic Preservation grant applicants. Sent top 4 applications off 

to SHPO for approval 
12.   McCormick Park Pedestrian Bridge drawings approved for fabrication/shipment 

 
Jennifer Dimsho 
Assistant Planner 
City of St. Helens 
(503) 366‐8207 
jdimsho@ci.st‐helens.or.us 
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City	Hall	–	1st	Floor	Lobby	
Date	

Received	
	

Comment	 Suggestion	
Response	
Requested?	

Name	and	Contact	
Information	

Overall	Customer	
Service	Rating	

Date	to	Council
for	Review	

Staff	
Assigned	

Staff	Follow‐up	
Actions	

Date	
Closed	

8/13/15	 Parking	is	blocked	off	in	
front	of	City	Hall	at	9:45	
a.m.	for	an	evening	event.	

Post	signs	stating	all	cars	
must	be	removed	by	1	p.m.	
That	gives	the	vendors	
enough	time	to	set	up.	

No Mindy	Sass None 9/16/15 John	Walsh	 	 	

	
City	Hall	–	Municipal	Court	Lobby	
Date	

Received	
	

Comment	 Suggestion	
Response	
Requested?	

Name	and	Contact	
Information	

Overall	Customer	
Service	Rating	

Date	to	Council
for	Review	

Staff	
Assigned	

Staff	Follow‐up	
Actions	

Date	
Closed	

8/17/15	 You	guys	are	great.	Julie	is	
very	friendly	and	polite.	

Chair	in	waiting area. No Alleena Great 9/16/15 Jon	Ellis	 	 	

	
Library	
Date	

Received	
	

Comment	 Suggestion	
Response	
Requested?	

Name	and	Contact	
Information	

Overall	Customer	
Service	Rating	

Date	to	Council
for	Review	

Staff	
Assigned	

Staff	Follow‐up	
Actions	

Date	
Closed	

8/20/15	 Computers	are	awesome.	
Thank	you.	

None No Julie	Williams Great 9/16/15 Margaret	
Jeffries	

	 	

 
City	Hall	–	2nd	Floor	Lobby/	Council	Chambers	Lobby/	Water	Department	Lobby	
Date	

Received	
	

Comment	 Suggestion	
Response	
Requested?	

Name	and	Contact	
Information	

Overall	Customer	
Service	Rating	

Date	to	Council
for	Review	

Staff	
Assigned	

Staff	Follow‐up	
Actions	

Date	
Closed	

None	received.	
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September 30, 2015 

From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director  

To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject: Library Department Report  

 

National Novel Writing Month Is Coming: “One day I’d like to write a novel.” If you’ve 

entertained this thought, then NaNoWriMo might be for you. November is National 

Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo), a writing adventure where everyday people all 

around the world bash out a 50,000-word novel in 30 days. No judges, no entry fees, 

just a whole lot of fun–you can learn more at NaNoWriMo.org or by joining us at the 

Kick-Off Party where we explain the nuts and bolts of participating in NaNoWriMo. 

 

• Meet-and-Greet with Author Cathy Lamb - In anticipation of National Novel 

Writing Month, the Library will be hosting Portland author Cathy Lamb.   

Thursday, October 15, 7pm – Auditorium 

 

• NaNoWriMo Kick-Off Party - Learn more about NaNoWriMo, ask questions and 

visit with local Sci-Fi author Ken Scholes as he tells you about his experience as 

a writer. Ken will share wisdom gained from countless hours spent facing the 

blank page and how professional writers get the job done! 

Thursday, October 29, 5 - 7 pm - Auditorium 

 

• NaNoWriMo Write-Ins - Share the writing experience with other local writers. 

The Library serves coffee, teas, and light snacks during these collaborative 

dedicated writing times. All Write-Ins will be held in the Armstrong Room. 

 
o Wednesday, November 4, 12 – 4 pm 
o Thursday, November 5, 2 – 7 pm 
o Friday, November 6, 1 – 5 pm 
o Saturday, November 7, 10am– 2 pm 
o Thursday, November 12, 2 – 7 pm 
o Friday, November 13, 1 – 5 pm 
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o Wednesday, November 18, 12 – 4 pm 
o Thursday, November 19, 2 – 7 pm 
o Friday, November 20, 5pm – 12 am – LATE NIGHT WRITE 
o Saturday, November 21, 10 – 2 pm 
o Wednesday, November 25, 12 – 4 pm 

 
• Thank Goodness It’s Over (T.G.I.O.) Party  

The Library will be hosting a private party for all those who participated in this 

year’s NaNoWriMo program. Details will be released to Write-In participants in 

November. 

 Friday, December 4, 5 – 7 p.m. 

 

Calendar 

 

9/27-10/3 Banned Books Week 

9/30  Teen Game Night, 5-630pm, Auditorium 

10/1 Mah Jongg Instruction Begins, 430-7pm, Armstrong Room, continues for 5 

weeks, call the Library to register 

10/3 Ukulele Instruction – Beginners at 10am, Continuing Players at 11am, 

Auditorium 

10/7 Teen Advisory Board, 5pm, Armstrong Room 

10/10 St. Helens Writers’ Guild, Noon -2pm, Armstrong Room 

10/14 Teen Game Night, 5-630pm, Auditorium 

10/15  Portland Author, Cathy Lamb, 7pm, Auditorium 

10/22  Read for the Record, 4-5pm, Auditorium 

10/28  Teen Game Night, 5-630pm, Auditorium 

10/29 National Novel Writing Month (NaNoWriMo) Kick-Off Party, 5pm, 

Auditorium 

10/30  Pumpkin Painting, 3pm, Auditorium 

10/31  Youth Librarian at Kiwanis Children’s Fair 
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