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City of St. Helens 

CCOOUUNNCCIILL  WWOORRKK  SSEESSSSIIOONN  AAGGEENNDDAA  
Wednesday, December 19, 2012, 1:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens 
 
 

1. Visitor Comments 1:00 p.m. 

2. Government Finance Officers Assn. Distinguished Budget Presentation Award 1:05 p.m. 

3. Temporary Staffing Extension for Public Works – Sue & Neal 1:15 p.m. 

4. Discuss MOU for Community Garden Art Fence - John 1:20 p.m. 

5. Auditor Interview Committee Selection – Keith & Susan 1:30 p.m. 

6. Dog License Late Fee Policy Proposal - John 1:40 p.m. 

7. Review of 2012 Concession Agreement Revenues - Kathy 1:50 p.m. 

8. State Revenue Sharing - John 2:00 p.m. 

9. Setting Schedule for Reports to Council - Kathy 2:10 p.m. 

10. Department Reports 2:20 p.m. 

11. Council Reports 2:45 p.m. 

12. Executive Session:  ORS 192.660(2)(e) Real Property Transactions 3:00 p.m. 

13. Other Business  

14. Next Work Session Items  

15. Upcoming Dates to Remember 

• Parks Commission, December 17, 4 p.m., Council Chambers  
• Council Work Session, December 19, 1 p.m., Council Chambers 
• Council Regular Session, December 19, 7 p.m., Council Chambers 
• Arts & Cultural Commission, December 20, 6 p.m., Council Chambers 
• Christmas Eve Holiday, December 24, City Offices Closed 
• Christmas Day Holiday, December 25, City Offices Closed 
• Bicycle & Pedestrian Commission, December 27, 6:30 p.m., Council Chambers  
• New Year’s Day, January 1, City Offices Closed 

16. Future Public Hearing(s):   

• None scheduled. 

17. Future Public Forum(s): 

• To be determined. 

 
Note: Times are estimated and are subject to change at the meeting. 

City Council Members 
Mayor Randy Peterson 

Council President Doug Morten 
Councilor Keith Locke 
Councilor Pat Martyn 
Councilor Susan Conn 
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COUNCIL ACTION SHEET 

 
 

 

Background:   

In September 2012, Council approved a temporary position at Public Works at the Utility I 
level to assist with I & I warranty inspections.  This position was to be a 3-month Term-
Limited position and was internally advertised and filled.  Shortly after this extension was 
approved, one of the long-time staff at Public Works retired, effectively leaving an open 
Utility I regular full-time position in the Public Works Department.   

Before this open position is filled permanently, some additional analysis of existing 
staffing in all divisions of Public Works needs to be completed.  However, until this 
analysis can be done and a permanent recommendation made, it is requested that the 
existing Term Limited position be extended for an additional three months so that current 
staffing levels can be maintained.  This will ensure that there will not be any impact to 
services at this time.   

 

Recommendation:  

Authorize Public Work to extend the existing Term Limited position in Public Works 
Operations for an additional three months.   

To: The Mayor and Members of City Council 

From: 
Sue Nelson, Neal Sheppeard  
Interim Public Works Co-Directors 

Date: 19 December 2012 

Subject: Temporary Staffing for Public Works  St. Helens 
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Memorandum 

To:  Mayor and City Council 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
Subject: Dog License Late Fee Policy 
Date:  December 7, 2012 
___________________________________________________________________________ 

Given the tough economic times in our community I would like to propose an alternative to 
those citizens having challenges paying the fees associated with dog licensing.  Dog License 
fees are currently $12 per year ($1 per month) for altered dogs and $30 per year for unaltered.  
If the license renewal is not paid in a timely manner the City assesses a $5 per month late fee 
capped at a $25 annual maximum.   The $5 late fee penalty encourages most dog owners to 
promptly renew their licenses when due and the policy has been largely effective.  As with all 
City services there are those that struggle to pay on time and a multi-year, multi-dog license 
renewal can amount in the hundreds of dollars.  
 
Citizen’s discovery of the late fee during the license renewal process is often aggravating and 
the frustration sometimes gets elevated creating a negative experience at City Hall.  I would like 
to propose an alternative to allow more flexibility for citizens to meet their late fee obligation 
and support animal shelter operations in our community.   In the event citizens are unable to 
pay late fees they could volunteer at the shelter and/or make a donation of equal value food or 
other needed supplies.  The Human Society staff would certify the value of the credit provided 
which would offset the late penalty.   
 
In discussion with CC Humane Society representatives, the shelter has ongoing need for 
supplies and volunteer assistance.  This policy would provide flexibility to struggling citizens and 
create a connection to the community.   
 
I welcome your thoughts on the proposal.    
 
 

_____________________________________________________________________________ 
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City of St. Helens 
P.O. Box 278   265 Strand Street    St. Helens, Oregon  97051 

Phone:  503.397.6272     Fax:  503.397.4016 
www.ci.st-helens.or.us 

Memo 
To: Mayor & Council Members 

 

From: Kathy Payne, City Recorder 
 

Date: December 10, 2012 
 
Re: Concession Agreement Revenue  

 
Attached is the summary of concession agreements that the City entered into 
during 2012 and the fee paid to the City: 
 

 Columbia River BMX (15%) $ 97.17 
 SHCF – 13 Nights Concerts (10%) $ 1,655.79 
 Maritime Heritage Festival (10%) $ 94.50 
 River Street Hot Dogs (15%) $ 594.69 
 SHCF – 14th Night Concert (10%) $ 98.90 

 
Total fees received: $ 2,541.05  
 

 
Total gross revenues  $23,104.20 
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City of St. Helens
REVOCABLE LICENSE AGREEMENTS (AKA:  CONCESSIONAIRE'S AGREEMENT)

Updated 11/29/12 KP

Licensee Event Representative Term of Agreement
Concession 
Description Location of Concession

Document 
No. Percent Due by

Total Gross 
Revenue

Amount 
Due

Amount 
Paid Date Paid Receipt No.

Columbia River BMX BMX Track Races
Paul Barlow
(503)397‐4900

5/5/12 ‐ 9/29/12 ‐ 
Added some time 

to permit
Sale of 

food/beverage McCormick Park BMX Track 2012.26 15%

10/4/2012 ‐
Added 

some time 
to permit $647.80 $97.17 $97.17 11/15/12 1316855

St. Helens Community 
Foundation

13 Nights on the River 
Thursday Night Concert 
Series

Robert Salisbury
(503)789‐7389 6/7/12 ‐ 8/30/12 Sale of alcohol

Mezzanine above Columbia 
View Park 2012.24 10% 9/30/2012 $16,557.90 $1,655.79

$815.42
$840.37

7/23/12
11/29/12

1308371
1318007

Maritime Heritage 
Coalition

Maritime Heritage 
Festival

Chris Finks
(503)998‐0231 7/13/12 ‐ 7/15/12 Sale of alcohol

Mezzanine above Columbia 
View Park 2012.29 10% 7/20/2012 $945.00 $94.50 $94.50 11/16/12 1317224

Roger & Sandra Campbell, 
dba River Street Hot Dogs

Fridays, Saturdays & 
Sunday's Concession 
Sales

Roger & Sandra 
Campbell
(503)369‐6154 6/1/12 ‐ 9/3/12

Sale of 
food/beverage

City parking lot between 231 
and 213 S. 1st Street 2012.32 15%

7/10/2012
8/10/2012
9/10/2012

$1013.50
$1792.50
$1158.50

$152.03
$268.88
$173.78

$152.03
$268.88
$173.78

7/6/12
8/2/12
9/4/12

1306328
1309041
1310100

St. Helens Community 
Foundation

14th Night on the River 
Concert Event

Bob Salisbury
(503)789‐7389 9/29/12 Sale of alcohol

Mezzanine above Columbia 
View Park 2012.44 10% 10/5/2012 $989.00 $98.90 $98.90 11/29/12 1318006

Total Concessions Agreements Revenue for 2012:  $2,541.05
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Memorandum 

To:  Mayor and City Council 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
Subject: 2012 State Revenue Sharing 
Date:  December 12, 2012 
___________________________________________________________________________________ 

Following Council direction,  I contacted  the  top  recipients of State Revenue Sharing Funds  from  the previous 
2011‐12  budget.      The  top  recipients were  Columbia  County  Rider,  Columbia  Pacific  Food  Bank,  the  Senior 
Center SNAPP (Senior Nutrition and Pleasure Program) also including an award to the Saint Helens Community 
Foundation.   Upon contact with each organization,  I emphasized  the City’s desire  to support  these  important 
community programs within  the offsetting  fiscal  limitations.    In  2011  the City  funded  $29,523 of $66,560  in 
requests.    The  2012‐13  budget  includes  $25,000  for  Revenue  Sharing  and  although  there  is  no  specific 
requirement  to share  these  revenues  the City has  traditionally supported at  least some community programs 
with these resources.  

In communication with  these past  recipients,  I attempted  to ascertain  the  leveraging benefits of each award.  
Many State and Federal Grants have a local match requirement and Revenue Sharing funds can be leveraged to 
provide a greater community benefit.  For Example, the CC rider leverages revenue sharing funds at a ratio of $1 
local funds to   $5  ‐ $9 to Federal funds (depending on the grant program).   The Food Bank similarly uses  local 
funds to purchase food on special contracts at a beneficial ratio of $1 local funds providing 5.5 pounds of food.  
The leveraging benefits with the Senior SNAPP program are less clear though there is a strong connection with 
the Food Bank.  The SH Community Foundation uses the funds to assist in providing nonprofits event insurance 
which a less tangible metric but there are clearly community benefits.  

 

Staff Recommendation 
Not surprising, all these organizations expressed  interest  in receiving the funding award offered  last year.   The 
2012  Budget  allocated  $4,523  less  than  last  years  awards.  In  determining  the  2012  distribution  staff 
recommends placing emphasis on  leveraging benefits and  supporting programs where  the City’s  local dollars 
develop maximum community benefit.  It is evident that CC Rider and the Food Bank meet this standard.  The SH 
Community  Foundation  award  leverages  resources  to  support  important  economic  development  and 
community  building  efforts.  The  SNAPP  program  is  supported  from  Federal  ($.61  per  meal),  Food  Bank, 
Community based programs (Thrift store, fundraisers…) and City Revenue Sharing Funds.   
In  order  to  keep  within  the  City’s  $25,000  staff  recommends    $10,000  to  CC  Rider,  $10,500  to  the  Food 
Bank(which also supports SNAPP) and $4,500 to the SH Community Foundation.  
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Council Action Sheet 
 
To: Mayor & Council Members 
 
From: Kathy Payne, City Recorder 

 
Date: December 12, 2012 
 
Subject: Setting Schedule for Reports to Council 
 
 
I am going to pre-schedule quarterly, bi-annual and annual in-person reports to the Council.  This 
will give me the ability to notify everyone when they are scheduled on the Council’s agenda to give a 
report and give them time to prepare their materials. 
 
I need guidance from the Council as to whom you would like to report to you and how often.  Here 
are some ideas from past practice and some suggestions: 
 

Quarterly 
(4 times per year) 

Bi-Annual 
(2 times per year) 

Annual 
(1 time per year) 

Special 
(As needed) 

 
Communications Officer 
 
Finance Director 
 
Judge 
 
Municipal Court Clerk  
 
Main Street Program 
 
 

 
IT Consultant - Evosus 
 
Tourism Director 
 
Senior Center 
 
Columbia County Economic 
    Team 
 
Boards & Commissions: 
   Arts & Cultural Comm. 
   Bicycle & Pedestrian 
   Library Board 
   Parks Comm. 
   Planning Comm./Historic    
      Landmarks Comm. 
   Tourism Committee 
 

 
City Forester – MB&G 
 
CAT for CDBG Revolving  
   Loan Fund Program 
 
Auditor 
 
City Attorney 
 
St. Helens Community  
   Foundation 
 

 
13 Nights on the River 
 
Maritime Heritage Festival 
 
Portland Pirate Festival 

 
 
Thank you. 
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Memorandum 

To:  Mayor and City Council 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
Subject: City Administrator’s Report 
Date:  December 12, 2012 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

Dog License Late Fee Polcy  ‐ Your workshop packet  includes a Memo  to address revisions  to  the City’s policy 
regarding Dog Licenses.  

Phone RFP – 5 vendors have submitted an intent to bid on our phone VoIP project.  The notice of intent was not 
a requirement to bid on the project but allows opportunity to share vendor question responses and also gauges 
the level of interest.  The RFP closes January 8, 2013 and more information will follow.    

 

Planning Department Report attached 

Building Department Report attached 

City Recorder’s Office Report attached 

Business License Report attached 
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CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
 To: City Council   Date: 12.10.2012 
 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION 
I attended the annual Legal Issues for Planners workshop in Portland earlier this month.  Aside from 
ethics and law, food carts were discussed. 
 
I attended and spoke on the City’s behalf at a County land use hearing to site a RV park at the existing 
Scappoose Bay Marine Park, which is outside City limits, but inside our UGB.  The main concern is 
proximity of the development to one of the City’s wells.  This was discussed on the November 
department report.  The County honored the City’s request that the City and Port of St. Helens (owner of 
the property) come to an agreement with regard to plans and lease area before the County issues any 
building permit.  Columbia County file DR 13-01. 
 
The City Building Official and I attended and presented at a SHHS shop class on December 6.  We gave 
an overview of how our jobs relate to certain development.  The City’s Communications Officer also 
attended to document this for future media purposes. 
 
CODE ENFORCEMENT  
Earlier this month, charges against a tenant for alleged violations at the SW corner of Pittsburg Road/US 
30 were dropped as the defendant has cleaned the property up as required by a settlement agreement.  
This issue was mentioned in the January, May, September, and October 2012 department reports and has 
been ongoing for several years (since 2007 or so).  Hopefully, this will be the last mention of this issue. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION  
November 13, 2012 meeting (outcome): This was discussed in last month’s department report (usually 
these reports are completed before that month’s PC meeting, but November 2012 was an exception). 
 
December 11, 2012 meeting (upcoming): The Commission will conduct a public hearing to review and 
Conditional Use Permit and Variance for a proposed new location at 58577 McNulty Way (more-or-less) 
for the Columbia County Emergency Operations Center.  
 
HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION 
The City is eligible to apply for the next CLG grant cycle.  Applications are due by February 22, 2013.  
The cycle runs from April 1, 2013 to August 31, 2014. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) 
I’m still working with the City’s IT staff to upgrade to ArcServer 10.1 to update out internal GIS system, 
as mentioned in the September, October, and November 2012 department reports.  Luckily progress is 
being made, albeit slowly.  
 
MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
I attended the SHEDCO Board of Directors meeting on November 29th at the Kozy Korner diner. 
 
STREET VACATION MATERIALS REQUESTED 
When someone desires to vacate a public right-of-way, they need to begin by getting certain applications 
materials/information furnished by myself.  On November 27, 2012 Leann Chuinard picked up such 
materials to vacate some of the N. 1st Street ROW fronting 121 West Street. 
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St. Helens Building Department  265 Strand Street  PO Box 278  St. Helens, OR  97051 
Brian Don, Building Official:  503-366-8228 Direct 

 Building & Administration Secretary:  503-366-8209 Direct 

   City of St. Helens 
   Building Department 
   Brian Don, Building Official 
 
 

Activity Report 
Submitted for December 19th, 2012, City Council Packet 
 
 Building Department revenue for the month of November was 

$4,243.32 

 The building and planning departments did a public outreach 
on permit process and safety of building permits. The event 
was for the high school shop class. 

 Working on the mitigation of two dangerous buildings that do 
not have water service and power to the homes. 
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City	Recorder’s	Report	to	Council	 Page	1	

 

 
Report to the Council from the City Recorder’s Office 
December	19,	2012	Council	Meeting	
	
Concession	Agreements	
Included	in	your	work	session	packet	is	a	summary	of	the	concession	agreements	for	2012	and	of	the	
revenue	we	received	per	each	concession	agreement.		The	total	revenue	was	$2,541.05.		When	making	
the	final	payments	for	the	Community	Foundation,	Councilor	Locke	suggested	that	the	Council	might	be	
willing	to	use	concessions	revenue	to	pay	the	Foundation’s	annual	insurance.	
	
Charter	
On	November	6,	2012,	the	voters	of	the	City	of	St.	Helens	voted	in	favor	of	amending	the	St.	Helens	
Charter	of	1968.		Code	Publishing	is	currently	working	to	update	our	Code	and	will	have	the	amended	
code	posted	by	January	1,	2013,	when	it	takes	effect.		Hard	copy	updates	will	come	in	January.	
	
Records	Management	
We	are	moving	forward	with	implementation	of	the	HP‐Trim	records	management	program.		The	State	
Archives	Division	is	continuing	their	preliminary	work.		We	had	some	IT	communication	conflicts	that	
needed	to	be	ironed	out	between	our	servers	and	the	servers	in	Baker	City.		Everything	seems	to	be	
working	but	we	will	continue	to	make	progress.	
	
City	Website	
Typethink	is	in	the	process	of	changing	our	content	management	system	from	ThinkSpace,	which	was	
created	especially	for	us	by	Typethink,	to	WordPress	which	is	an	open	source	software	that	is	being	
tailored	by	Typethink	to	fit	the	City’s	needs	and	to	make	a	seamless	transition	from	ThinkSpace.		The	
reason	for	this	change	is	due	to	the	needs	of	some	City	departments	for	more	capability	and	ease	of	use.	
	Typethink	believes	that	WordPress	will	be	more	user‐friendly	and	expand	some	capabilities.		I	received	
word	today	that	I	should	get	contacted	by	the	new	project	manager	this	week	to	get	an	introduction	to	
WordPress.	
	
Communications	
The	City	is	continuing	to	be	in	the	“spotlight”	when	it	comes	to	news	and	in	a	positive	light.		Crystal	has	
done	a	 fabulous	 job	getting	 information	out	 to	 the	public,	via	papers	and	social	media.	 	Facebook	
continues	to	be	a	useful	resource	and	viable	for	two‐way	communication.	
	
Human	Resources	
I	developed	a	master	employee	list	that	will	track	employees’	performance	evaluations	to	assure	that	
each	employee	is	getting	an	annual	evaluation.		It	appears	that	some	employees	quit	getting	evaluations	
once	they	hit	their	top	pay	step.	 	The	Personnel	Policies	say	that	employees	are	to	receive	annual	
evaluations.			
	
Length	of	Service	
I	was	able	to	formulate	a	field	in	the	new	master	last	that	will	automatically	calculate	an	employee’s	
length	of	service	in	years,	months	and	days.		Lisa,	the	Chair	of	the	Excellence	Committee,	is	speaking	
with	her	committee	members	today	to	let	them	know	that	at	the	January	employee	banquet,	we	plan	to	
recognize	those	employees	with	20+	years	of	service	to	the	City	of	St.	Helens.	
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Suggestion	Boxes	
Attached	is	the	most	recent	comments	received	from	the	suggestion	boxes.	
	
	
It	has	been	my	pleasure	to	report	these	items	to	you.	
	
Kathy	Payne,	CMC	
City	Recorder	
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SSuuggggeessttiioonn  BBooxxeess  

H:\Kathy\~Executive_Secretary\Suggestion Boxes\Reports\2012\121912 Suggestion Box Report.doc Page 1 of 1 Updated 12/12/2012 

 

 

 

City Hall – Municipal Court Lobby 
Date 

Received 

 

Comment 

 

Suggestion 

Response  

Requested? 

Name and Contact  

Information 

Overall Customer 

Service Rating 

Date to Council 

for Review 

Staff 

Assigned 

Staff Follow-up 

Actions 

Date 

Closed 

10/26/12 We got good service None No Kaleb Lee Hanson Great 12/19/12 N/A N/A N/A 
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Memorandum 
 
To:  The Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
From:  Jon Ellis, Finance Director   
 
Subject: Administrative Services - Finance Division Report 
  Review request to modify Kavanagh LID Loan Agreements 
 
Date:  December 19, 2012 
 
Staff requests City Council review and provide further direction on the following Kavanagh LID loan 
agreements modifications.   
 
1. Kenneth & Betty Hughes modification to the loan agreements on nine parcels (Columbia River Motors / 

KNR Rentals) to reflect ability to pay interest only on a monthly basis with a balloon payment of $35,247 
on December 18, 2019.  Based on their cash flow, they do not have the ability to make both principal and 
interest payments at this time, but plan to partially pay down principal over the term of the loans.   

 
2. Hyun and Shin Pack modification to the loan agreements on two parcels to reflect deferment of principal 

and interest with a balloon payment of $86,902 on December 18, 2019.  Based on their annual income, 
they are defined as low income.  They do not have the ability to make payments without having to sell 
these properties.  They have been actively marketing property, but to no avail. Properties are currently 
undeveloped.    

 
3. Ira and Lorey Kelley modification to the loan agreement on their one parcel to reflect deferment of 

principal and interest with a balloon payment of $12,816 on December 18, 2019.  Based their annual 
income, they are defined as low income.  They do not have the ability to make payments without having 
to sell the property.  They currently live on the property and are not connected to the sewer system.   

 
History 
 
Kavanagh LID was initiated in 2007 with the adoption of resolutions 1457, 1475 and 1476 and culminated 
with assessment of properties in 2009 with adoption of Ordinance 3120.  At the time of initiating the 
assessment the City adopted a St. Helens Low Income Residential Assessment Deferral Plan to help mitigate 
impacts to low income residents in the local improvement district and one property owner qualified for 
deferment.   
 
Analysis 
 
The above listed property owners are delinquent and subject to foreclosure actions by the City.  These 
property owners have requested modifications to their loan agreements in an effort to prevent further 
collection actions by the City.  The loan modifications suggested above reflects staff’s perspective of what 
may be reasonable but carry additional risk exposure to the City.   
 
While foreclosure can reasonably recover a portion of the outstanding assessments’ principal and interest, 
current market conditions will most likely have significant impact on these recoveries.  If the City enters into 
modifying these loans accordingly, there is no guarantee that collections would be enhanced over the next 
seven years (dependent on market conditions improving over time). 
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Table 1 below reflects the Kavanagh LID activity as of December 12, 2012 and illustrates the potential loan 
modification on subject properties. 
               
Table 1 - City of St. Helens - Kavanagh LID Assessments

 Original 
Principal 

 Semi-
Annual 

Installments 
Total 

Payments
 Current 

Delinquent  RMV 

Estimated net 
equity based 

on RMV 

Accrued 
Interest

12-18-19

Principal 
Payment 

12-18-19

Total Balloon 
Payment 

12-18-19

Property Owner/Agent: Kenneth & Betty Hughes
Total 9 Parcels 35,247        2,261       5,200     7,440      1,572,570 570,000       -        35,247   35,247        

Hyun and Shin Pack
Total 2 Parcels 59,242        3,800       500        19,108    142,150    reviewing 27,660   59,242   86,902        

Ira & Lorey Kelley
Total 1 Parcels 9,432          605          705        2,376      112,400    reviewing 3,813     9,003     12,816        

Total Loan Modification Requested 103,921      6,666       6,405     28,923    1,827,120 reviewing 31,473   103,493 134,966      

Other Property Owners Statistics
2 Pending Bankruptcy Process - Negotiations 73,970        4,744.96 -         26,336    
1 Bankruptcy Completed (8% of value) 17,210        -           305        -         
1 Deferred Low Income 16,547        -           -         -         8,274     16,547   24,821        

17 Actively Making Payments - relatively current 132,550      8,503       42,852   2,650      
1 Potential foreclosure - unable to contact estate 8,440          541.40 -         -         

16 Total LID's Paid off 204,867      -           204,897 -         

Total LID 557,505      20,455     254,459 57,909    39,747   120,040 159,786      

Improvement Addresses / Tax Lot

 
 
Recommendation 
 
Request City Council authorize staff to enter into loan modification or direct staff to continue pursuing 
further collection actions. 
 
Attachments: 
A – Proposed drafts of amended agreements 
B – Ordinance No. 3120 – Levying Assessment 
C – Parameters of liens and Low Income Program 
D – Hyun Pack Request for Modification with historical documentation 
E – City and State Codes - Foreclosure 
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December 12, 2012 

From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director  

To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject: Library Department Report  

 
 
Toy n’ Joy Book Donations: The community generously donated books for the Holiday 

Hope baskets at the Library’s special book drop collection point. Because of their 

thoughtfulness, more families – children and parents – will have books of their very own. 

 
New Online Public Access Catalog (OPAC): During the week of January 7th, the Library 

will introduce a new version of the library catalog software. The current, or “classic”, 

version will still be available which will enable a more relaxed transition for our patrons. 

The software for the children’s catalog station will also be updated. Staff training is 

underway now. 

 

Our Community Reads: St. Helens has had community-wide reading events for several 

years now with “The Maltese Falcon,” “Stubborn Twig,” “The City of Ember,” “The Hunger 

Games” and “The Hearts of Horses.”  Librarians from around the county are getting ready 

for this year’s theme – The Holocaust.  Though the reading selections have not yet been 

chosen, they will be announced in late January. A series of events and speakers are now 

being scheduled for March and April of 2013. This will be a rare opportunity to hear from 

some of the remaining World War II Holocaust survivors. Stay tuned for more information 

at your local library about the books and events to come.  

 
City Councilor Morten to Conduct Classic Film Study in February: For all you movie-

goers that enjoy the Golden Globes and the Oscars – here is an opportunity right here in 

St. Helens to see another side of film-making! Why is a film considered great? Why do all 

directors study this particular film? Join us at the St. Helens Public Library auditorium in 

February as our own City Councilor, Doug Morten guides us through a two evening 
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examination of the most studied of all classic films. Doug will share his knowledge and 

insights gained from his 30 years of teaching film-making and film studies in the Portland 

Public Schools. 

• Thursday, February 21 – 6:30-9:00pm     Introduction by Doug and a showing of 

the complete film with limited analysis. Popcorn will be provided. 

• Thursday, February 28 – 6:30-9:00pm     In-depth examination of the film by 

revisiting important scenes as well as various aspects of acting, directing and 

scripting. 

You are probably saying to yourself – ok, ok, what’s the name of the film? Unfortunately, 

one of the restrictions of the Library’s movie performance license is that the film can’t be 

named on TV, radio, in the press or websites. But, if you call (503-397-4544) or come to 

the Library, we will tell you. Or better yet, see if you know the answer. First tell us your 

guess when you call! 

 
Monthly Library Statistics for November 2012: 

• 8,668 items circulated in November 2012 (8,105 in November 2011) 

• 3,676 patrons at the Library November 2012 (4,319 in November 2011) 

• 321 Library2Go check-outs in November 2012  (290 in November 2011) 

• Additional Program Attendance: 174 

 
Dates for Upcoming Events: 
12/15   Gingerbread, Juice and Jubilations 

• Penny’s Puppets, 11:00am 

• Wrap It Up!, 2:00pm 

12/18   Adult Paper Crafts, 7:00pm (rescheduled from 12/11) 

12/24-25  Library is closed 

12/31   Library closes at 5:00pm 

1/1/2013  Library is closed 

1/14/2013  Library Board meeting, 7:00pm 
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