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The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 

and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 
 

Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 
For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

 
City of St. Helens 

COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, March 4, 2015, 1:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens 

 
Welcome!  

All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room.  When invited to provide comment regarding items not on 
tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your name only.  
You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council.  If you wish to address a specific item on the agenda, you 
should make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up.  The Council has the authority to grant or deny 
your request.  Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.  
  

1. Visitor Comments 1:00 p.m. 

2. Early Literacy Parent Education Grant Review / Every Child Ready to Read - Library 1:05 p.m. 

3. Highway Directional Signage - Kathy 1:25 p.m. 

4. Recommendations from Bicycle & Pedestrian Commission - Jenny 1:35 p.m. 

5. FY2014-15 Tourism Activity Report - Chris Finks 1:50 p.m. 

6. Department Reports 2:10 p.m. 

7. Council Reports 2:30 p.m. 

8. Executive Session:  ORS 192.660(2)(e) Real Property Transactions 2:50 p.m. 

9. Other Business  

10. Next Work Session Items  

11. Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
• March 4, Council Work Session, 1:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• March 4, Council Public Hearing, 6:20 p.m., Council Chambers 
• March 4, Council Regular Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• March 5, Arts & Cultural Commission, 6:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• March 10, Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• March 23, Tourism Committee, 3:00 p.m., Council Chambers 

12. Future Public Hearing(s)/Forum(s):   
• March 4, 6:20 p.m., Street Vacation – 405 S. 4th Street 

 

City Council Members 
Mayor Randy Peterson 

Council President Doug Morten 
Councilor Keith Locke 
Councilor Susan Conn 

Councilor Ginny Carlson  
www.ci.st-helens.or.us 
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Council Action Sheet 
 
To: Mayor and City Council Members 
 
From: Kathy Payne, City Recorder 

 
Date: February 24, 2015 
 
Subject: Highway Directional Signage 
 
 
In 2009, the City of St. Helens had tourism oriented directional signage installed by Oregon 
Travel Experience (OTE), a semi-independent state agency whose mission is to create a great 
visitor experience by providing direction to destinations, connecting travelers with Oregon’s 
resources, and ensuring safe and convenient travel.  
 
Mile Post 28.315 (across from Javalation) 
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Mile Post 28.545 (across from Dutch Bros.) 

 
 
 
The Council recently changed the reference “Old(e) Town(e)” to “Riverfront”.  The question 
is, does the Council wish to change any of the signs?  The cost to change a sign is $100.  
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Kathy Payne

From: Jennifer Dimsho
Sent: Friday, February 27, 2015 11:21 AM
To: Shanna Duggan; Kathy Payne
Subject: Bike/Ped Commission's Recommendation to Council

Shanna and Kathy, 
 
The Bicycle and Pedestrian Commission made a motion to recommend to City Council that City Hall and the Public 
Library apply to be added the Bicycle Friendly Business Program, which is sponsored by TravelOregon.com and 
RideOregonRide.com.  It is free to apply and the benefits of joining the program include being listed on the 
RideOregonRide’s website, the option to purchase a Bicycle Friendly Business Sign for $31.25, and the potential to 
attract bicycle tourists to St. Helens. There are currently no St. Helens businesses listed in this program and the City 
could serve as an example to businesses that may join the program in the future. It is not unheard of for municipal 
buildings to be listed on the website. The City of Sandy has their City Hall and Library registered and listed on these 
websites.  
 
The Application Process (I am happy to present this portion to Council once it is on the agenda) 
To become a Bicycle Friendly Business, you must offer a minimum of 3 approved amenities listed on their website: 
http://industry.traveloregon.com/industry‐resources/product‐development/bike‐friendly‐business‐program/. Of the 
approved amenities, City Hall (and Columbia View Park) offers wifi, complimentary charging for cellphones, tablets, etc, 
public restrooms, water for refilling bottles, and visitor information. The Public Library offers these same amenities, plus 
bicycle parking and camping at the nearby McCormick Park campground.  
 
Let me know if you would like any additional information. I can provide pictures of what the optional signs for purchase 
look like during the presentation to Council as well. 
 
Thanks! 
 
Jennifer Dimsho 
Assistant Planner 
City of St. Helens 
(503) 366‐8207 
jdimsho@ci.st‐helens.or.us 
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Kathy Payne

From: Shanna Duggan
Sent: Friday, February 27, 2015 11:30 AM
To: Kathy Payne
Subject: Bicycle and Pedestrian commission 

Reappointments:  
 
Cindy Sutliff‐ Chair  
Paul Barlow‐ Vice Chair 
 
Recommendations:  
 

Recommendation to put a flashing pedestrian crossing light at South Vernonia Rd. and Highway 30, the 
commission feels like the is a blind spot and not safe for pedestrians.   
 
Please let me know if there is anything else you need.  
 
Thank you,  
 
 
 
 
 

Shanna Duggan 
Utility Billing Specialist  
Phone: 503-397-6272 
Fax: 503-397-3490  
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Memorandum 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
 
Subject: Administration & Community Development Dept. Report 
 
Date:  February 27, 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Planning Department Activity Report attached. 
 
Business License Reports attached. 
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CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
 To: City Council   Date: 02.24.2015 
 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION 
For the land use case, S. St. Helens LLC v. City of St. Heles, LUBA’s decision has be appealed to the State of 
Oregon Court of Appeals.  If oral arguments are requested (as of the date of this report this is yet undetermined), 
oral arguments before the Court of Appeals would be April 14, 2015. 
 
Continue to work with St. Helens Organics Recycling (SHOR) navigate through State of Oregon bureaucracy.  The 
Planning Commission approved their Conditional Use Permit last month.  
 
Budget documents prepared this month. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CODE ENFORCEMENT  
Enforcement related letter sent regarding 1270 Columbia Boulevard in response to neighbor complaints about a 
Conditional Use Permit approved in 2009. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION (& acting HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION) 
February 10, 2015 meeting (outcome): The Commission approved a variance related to a three-parcel partition 
application along Sykes Road.  The Commission also discussed Marijuana as it pertains to land use and lot coverage 
in preparation for upcoming changes to the Development Code.  The Commission also consider a street vacation 
request at 405 S. 4th Street to make a recommendation to Council.  The Council is scheduled to hear this request on 
March 4. 
 
March 10, 2015 meeting (upcoming): Only anticipated items are consideration of dedicating a street plug to public 
right-of-way (request from the County Assessor from October 2013) and consideration of a letter of support of SB 
565 which would create a Historic Rehabilitation Fund to provide a 25% rebate for the rehabilitation of historic 
commercial buildings.  
 
HISTORIC PRESERVATION 
Staff has submitted an application for the upcoming ‘15/’16 CLG grant cycle.  A third round of the City’s Historic 
Preservation Rehabilitation Grant is the proposed use of these funds.  
 
MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
Due to compelling personal circumstances our current Mainstreet Program Coordinator is leaving St. Helens and the 
RARE program prematurely to go back to the east coast.  Otherwise, the current position would have ended July 
2015. 
 
I and the Assistant Planner attended the SHEDCO Board of Directors meeting on January 29, 2015 at the Kozy 
Korner Diner.  
 
MISC. 
Attended pipeline awareness class at the America’s Best Value Inn (aka the Village Inn). 
The Assistant Planner and I attended a multiple day Catalyzing Community Prosperity conference in Silverton, OR. 
 
ASSISTANT PLANNER—In addition to routine tasks, the Assistant Planner has been working on: 
See attached. 

This report does not indicate all current planning activities over the past report period.  These are tasks, processing and administration of the Development Code 
which are a weekly if not daily responsibility.  The Planning Commission agenda, available on the City’s website, is a good indicator of current planning 
activities.  The number of building permits issued is another good indicator as many require Development Code review prior to Building Official review. 
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Jacob Graichen

From: Jennifer Dimsho
Sent: Friday, February 20, 2015 4:02 PM
To: Jacob Graichen
Subject: February Planning Department Report

Here are my additions for the February Planning Department Report.  
 

1.       Applied for the FY 14/15 Certified Local Government (CLG) Grant Program: 13k for the 3rd round of the Historic 
Preservation pass‐through grant program. Notice of Award/Grant Agreements should be received by April 2015 
with the RFP period expected May – June 2015. 

2.       Reported City of St. Helens boundary changes (annexations) between Jan. 2, 2013 – Jan. 1, 2015 for the US 
Census Bureau 2015 Boundary and Annexation Survey 

3.       Continued coordinating work with our consultants, Maul Foster & Alongi on the Business Oregon IPG Grant for 
the Waterfront Redevelopment Project  

4.       Continued estimating project costs for the Parks and Trails Capital Improvement Plan 
5.       Reported to the Parks Commission at their Feb. 9 meeting 
6.       Assistance with Winter Gazette articles 
7.       Researched timeline, requirements, and project selection for the 2018‐2021 Statewide Transportation 

Improvement Plan (STIP) 
8.       Discussed Travel Oregon’s Bike Friendly Business program with the Bicycle & Pedestrian Commission at their 

Feb. 26th meeting 
 
Jennifer Dimsho 
Assistant Planner 
City of St. Helens 
(503) 366‐8207 
jdimsho@ci.st‐helens.or.us 
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February 27, 2015 

From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director  

To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject: Library Department Report  

 

 

 

Cat in the Hat – Weird Hat Challenge: Visit the library in between March 2nd and 

March 7th, and count every hat you find on the shelves – there will be some interesting 

ones. Tell the library staff the correct number of hats and win a Dr. Seuss themed prize. 

Do-it-yourself crafts and activities will also be available in the Children’s area. 

 

 

Ukulele Lessons (Ages 18+): Ukulele lessons will continue in March with different start 

times for beginners and continuing students. Please call the Library to register.  

Saturday, March 7th, 14th, 21st and 28th  

10:00am – Beginners and 11:00am – Continuing Students  

 

 

Columbia River Native Women with Pat Courtney Gold - RESCHEDULED  

In observance of Women’s History Month, Pat Courtney Gold will present a lecture 

entitled “Columbia River Native Women” on Thursday, March 5th at 7:00 p.m. Gold is a 

member of the Wasco Nation of the Confederated Tribes of the Warm Springs and an 

internationally recognized fiber artist. Historically, the Native Nations were matriarchal. 

Women could own property, partake in politics, and preserve the language and culture. 

Currently, women own businesses, are lawyers, and continue to preserve the traditional 

culture. Tuesday, March 17th at 7:00 p.m., In the Library 
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Engineering Challenge – Build a Better iPad Mini Speaker  

Use your skill and ingenuity to build a homemade speaker for the library’s iPad Mini. 

Small prizes awarded for loudest measured speakers!  

Guidelines:  

 S peaker must be built at home prior to event  

 No s tore  bought s pe a ke rs  a llowe d  

 All ma te ria ls  us e d in cons truction mus t be  re cycle d (think: us e d P ringle  ca ns , s oda  

bottles, and paper towel rolls).  

 S pe a ke r mus t not us e  e le ctricity  

 S pe a ke r mus t ha ve  an area for the iPad mini to dock. iPad mini is 5.3 inches wide by 

7.87 inches tall (depth of .28 inches). Weight is 0.69 lbs.  

 

Process:  

 The  libra ry will pla y a  s ta nda rd s ong, a t a  s ta nda rd volume  le ve l from its  iP a d mini 

while connected to your speaker.  

 From 10 fe e t a wa y, libra ry s ta ff will me a s ure  loudne s s  us ing a n a pplica tion on 

another device.  

 

Friday, March 27th at 3:30 p.m., Auditorium 
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Calendar of Events: 

 

2/28 Ukulele Instruction Continues, 10:00am-Beginners, 11:00am-Continuing 

3/2 Dr. Seuss’s Birthday 

3/2-7 Cat in the Hat – Weird Hat Challenge 

3/5 Every Child Ready to Read Workshops for Parents, 5:00pm 

3/7 Ukulele Instruction Continues, 10:00am-Beginners, 11:00am-Continuing  

3/11 Teen Gaming Night, 4:30-6:15pm 

3/12 Every Child Ready to Read Workshops for Parents, 5:00pm 

3/13 Babysitter Training, 4-6:30pm 

3/14 Ukulele Instruction Continues, 10:00am-Beginners, 11:00am-Continuing 

3/14 St. Helens Writers’ Guild, Noon-2:00pm 

3/17 Teen Book Group, 5:00pm 

3/17 Columbia River Native Women with Pat Courtney Gold, 7:00pm 

3/18 Teen Advisory Board, 4:00pm 

3/18 Teen Gaming Night, 4:30-6:15pm 

3/21 Ukulele Instruction Continues, 10:00am-Beginners, 11:00am-Continuing 

3/27 Engineering Challenge, 3:30pm 

3/28 Ukulele Instruction Continues, 10:00am-Beginners, 11:00am-Continuing 
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