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The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 

and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 
 

Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 
For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

 
City of St. Helens 

COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, April 15, 2015, 1:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens 
 

Welcome!  
All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room.  When invited to provide comment regarding items not on 
tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your name only.  
You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council.  If you wish to address a specific item on the agenda, you 
should make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up.  The Council has the authority to grant or deny 
your request.  Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.  
  

1. Visitor Comments 1:00 p.m. 

2. Semi-Annual Report from Centerlogic – Max Stahl 1:05 p.m. 

3. Communications 3rd Quarter Report – Crystal 1:15 p.m. 

4. Request to Extend Term-Limited Office Assistant Position - Jon 1:25 p.m. 

5. LOC-TV  “How To Do Executive Sessions Right”  (19 minute video) 1:30 p.m. 

6. Department Reports 1:50 p.m. 

7. Council Reports 2:10 p.m. 

8. Executive Session:  ORS 192.660(2)(e) Real Property Transactions 2:30 p.m. 

9. Other Business  

10. Next Work Session Items  

11. Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
• April 15, Council Work Session, 1:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• April 15, Council Regular Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• April 16, Library Board, 7:15 p.m., Columbia Center Auditorium 
• April 20, Parks Commission, 4:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• April 30, Bicycle & Pedestrian Commission, 6:30 p.m., Council Chambers 

12. Future Public Hearing(s)/Forum(s):   
• May 20, 6:00 p.m., PH:  Development Code Amendments 
• June 3, 6:00 p.m., PH:  Parks & Trails Master Plan 
• June 3, 6:30 p.m., PH:  FY 2015-16 Budget Adoption 

 

City Council Members 
Mayor Randy Peterson 

Council President Doug Morten 
Councilor Keith Locke 
Councilor Susan Conn 

Councilor Ginny Carlson  
www.ci.st-helens.or.us 
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Communications Report
January – March 2015

Prepared by Crystal Farnsworth 
April 7, 2015
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Workload Indicators  

Press 

Releases

Posts to 

Facebook

Posts to 

Twitter Gazette e-Newsletter Radio Spot

Media 

Advisory

January 2015 1 13 10 0 1

February 2015 1 5 4 0 1

March 2015 4 20 18 1 2

Totals 6 38 32 1 4 0 0

Total Hours Worked by Category 

Category e-Newsletter Gazette

Press 

Release

Social 

Media Photography Miscellaneous** Total

Hours 12.5 30 10 14.06 10.75 1.75 79.06
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Department Allocations

Total Hours Worked by Department / 

Fund

Administration 1.5

City Council 3.08

Communications* 44.33

Comm. Develop. 4.83

Emerg. Mgmt. 0.16

Library 13.33

Parks 2.75

Police 6

Public Works 1.5

Tourism 0.58

Training 1

Total Hours 79.06

*Category includes projects worked on for all 

departments, such as Gazette and e-

Newsletter
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Facebook Stats

Followers as of June 30, 2014: 2,769

Followers as of September 24, 2014: 2,862

Followers as of December 30, 2014: 3,042

Followers as of March 31, 2015: 2,991*

*On March 5, 2015, Facebook notified business pages that they were 
changing a Page’s like counts which resulted in a dip in total page likes 
(detailed article on following slide)
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Facebook Stats

Making Page Likes More Meaningful
Businesses use Page audience data to understand what their followers care about. To make audience data even more meaningful for 
businesses, we’re updating the way Page likes are counted by removing memorialized and voluntarily deactivated accounts from Pages’ 
like counts. This change ensures that data on Facebook is consistent and up-to-date.

Removing inactive Facebook accounts
There are two primary benefits to removing voluntarily deactivated and memorialized Facebook accounts from Pages’ like counts:

Business results: Removing inactive Facebook accounts from Page audience data gives businesses up-to-date insights on the people who 
actively follow their Page and makes it easier for businesses to find people like their followers through tools like lookalike audiences.

Consistency: We already filter out likes and comments generated by deactivated or memorialized accounts from individual Page posts, so 
this update keeps data consistent.

What to expect
Over the coming weeks, Page admins should expect to see a small dip in their number of Page likes as a result of this update. It’s 
important to remember, though, that these removed likes represent people who were already inactive on Facebook.

Going forward, any accounts that are voluntarily deactivated or memorialized will be removed from a Page’s like count. If a deactivated 
account is reactivated, the account will be re-added to a Page’s like count.

Everyone benefits from meaningful information on Facebook. It’s our hope that this update makes Pages even more valuable for 
businesses.

Source: Facebook for Business, posted March 5, 2015, https://www.facebook.com/business/news/page-likes-update. 
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Facebook Stats

Top Demographics of People Engaged
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Facebook Stats: Pages to Watch

From January 16, 2015
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Facebook Stats: Pages to Watch
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Twitter

Followers

As of March 31: 431

As of June 30: 463

As of Sept. 24: 482

As of Dec. 30: 506

As of March 31: 537
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The Best of Social Media 
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The Best of Social Media 
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The Best of Social Media 
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The Best of Social Media 
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Activity Highlights

• Winter Gazette
• Event Promotions

• 2015 13 Nights on the River volunteers/promo pictures
• 4th of July volunteer/fundraising
• Library events 

• Promote:
• National Law Enforcement Officers Day
• Carol Green as Employee of the Year
•Touch the Heart of a Child month proclamation 
•Autism Awareness Month/World Autism Day proclamation 
• If I Were Mayor Student Contest
• EPA Brownfields Grant 
•Youth Council Meetings 
• New Water Trail Signs from Lower Columbia Estuary Partnership
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Activity Highlights

•SHEDCO Efforts
• Business loan competition 
• Spring clean up 

• Emergency Management/PSAs 
• Fire sprinkler malfunction at Library
• Columbia Boulevard/Highway 30 intersection closure
• Cornelius Pass road closure
• Columbia County Warming Center open days 
• 2015 C.E.R.T. sign ups 

•Training
•Twitter business advertisement webinar 
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On the Horizon

• Spring Gazette
• Library’s 100th Birthday Celebrations – May 
• Our Community Reads/Summer Reading Program 
•Waterfront Project 
• 2015 C.E.R.T. final training day 
• Annual boards & commissions appreciation event
• National Library Week & Library Workers Day
• Building Safety Month
• Municipal Clerks Week
• National Police Week
• National Public Works Week
• Confirmed speaker at OAMR Fall Conference
• City/County Quarterly Dinner
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Memorandum 
 
To:  The Mayor and Members of the City Council 
 
From:  Jon Ellis, Finance Director   
 
Subject: Request Authorization to continue Term Limited Temporary Part-Time Office Assistant 

Staff to June 30, 2015 
  
Date:  April 8, 2015 
 
Request: 
 
Staff request the continued utilization of a term limited Office Assistant position through June 30, 2015. 
 
Currently with working through the transition of Court with increase in case loads, balancing an 
employee request to work part-time (24 hours per week versus 40), working through software migration 
opportunities, and catching up on backlog projects, staff is requesting the continued support of a term 
limited Office Assistant.  This is the second request for extension of the term limited position and will 
assist in maintaining current workloads, coverage to allow additional staff training required for 
Springbrook, and provide further time to assess alternatives required to meet work load demands in FY 
2015-16 (assuming the Part-time .6 FTE position does not pass the litmus test of the Budget 
Committee’s meeting on May 5).    
 
Background: 
 
City Council at their Work Session on November 19th approved the Finance Division’s request to hire a 
term limited Office Assistant position to fill in for required office coverage from December 1, 2014 
through February 28, 2015.  At the February 18th City Council meeting, staff requested extension of the 
position through April 30, 2015.  Since this last request, further assessment has substantiated the need 
for continued additional support in Municipal Court, Utility Billing Services, and Accounts 
Payable/Accounting that cannot adequately be supported by the one full time position currently assigned 
(ergo some of the additional support received from the term limited assignment).   
 
The position is being funded from existing appropriations in personnel services (savings) and the 
Springbrook Migration Project budget.  This request will most likely require transfer of appropriation 
authority between Materials and Services and Personnel Services, but should not result in a draw on 
contingency funds. 
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Memorandum 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
 
Subject: Administration & Community Development Dept. Report 
 
Date:  April 15, 2015 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Business License Reports attached. 
 
Suggestions Box Report attached. 
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SSuuggggeessttiioonn  BBooxxeess  

H:\Kathy\~Executive_Secretary\Suggestion Boxes\Reports\2015\041515 Suggestion Box Report.doc Page 1 of 1 Updated 4/8/2015 

 

 

City Hall – 1st Floor Lobby/2nd Floor Lobby/ Council Chambers Lobby/ Municipal Court Lobby/ Water Department Lobby 
Comment 

Date  

 

Comment 

 

Suggestion 

Response  

Requested? 

Name and Contact  

Information 

Overall Customer 

Service Rating 

Date to Council 

for Review 

Staff 

Assigned 

Staff Follow-up 

Actions 

Date 

Closed 

None received. 

 

Library 
Date 

Received 

 

Comment 

 

Suggestion 

Response  

Requested? 

Name and Contact  

Information 

Overall Customer 

Service Rating 

Date to Council 

for Review 

Staff 

Assigned 

Staff Follow-up 

Actions 

Date 

Closed 

March 

Listened as I came in 

today to Nathan in the 

children’s area. What a 

great joy and so very good 

with the kids.  

Wish he had a grown-up 

session. 
Yes 

Charlotte (this is a 

guess, hard to read 

on card) 

503-396-9567 

Great 4/15/15 Margaret   
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April 8, 2015 

From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director  

To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject: Library Department Report  

 
 
Early Learning Fair (sponsored by Northwest Parenting): Our Youth Librarian will 

have a booth at the Annual Early Learning Fair. This event is like the Kiwanis Children’s 

Fair, but focuses on goods and services for children ages 0-5 only. There will be a 

clothing exchange, roving entertainment, and fun activities for the young. Friday, April 
17, 10:00am - 2:00pm, Sunset Park Community Church - 174 Sunset Blvd.  
 
Educational Arts Workshops (for Kids & Teens): In April, the St. Helens Public 

Library and the St. Helens Arts & Cultural Commission are partnering to host two free 

educational art workshops for children and teens at the Library. “Masterclass” is an art 

workshop program taught by the Oregon Coast Children’s Theatre and Center for the 

Arts (OCCT). The program is designed to work with youth and families to teach both the 

fine arts and performance arts. Pre-registration is required for both workshops and is 

offered on a first-come, first-served basis. Participants must be able to attend both days 

of an individual workshop in order to pre-register. Each session starts at 3:30 p.m. 
until approximately 6:30 p.m.  The puppetry workshop is open to students ages 8 to 

18. The mosaic workshop is open to students ages 6 to 18. Students younger than 10 

years of age must be accompanied by an adult. To pre-register, contact the St. Helens 

Public Library at 503-397-4544.  

• Broken Plate Mosaics Thursday, April 16 – Friday, April 17  Participants in 

the mosaic workshop will make their own terra cotta pot covered in mosaic to 

take home and help create a large mosaic vessel for display at the St. Helens 

Public Library.  

• Introduction to Puppetry Thursday, April 23 – Friday, April 24 Puppetry 

workshop participants will work on a scene from OCCT’s “World Life,” an original 
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production which uses puppets, some life-size, representing the eco-systems of 

the world. Participants will also make small paper puppets to take home.  

 
What Is Education For? A Conversation Project Program of Oregon Humanities: 
America faces a crisis in education. In the last fifteen years, the US government has 

spent billions of dollars financing reforms—such as test-based accountability, charter 

schools, and the Common Core—largely designed to ensure our schools produce 

competent workers. These policies do not address some basic philosophical questions 

about the nature and goals of education. How does education relate to citizenship? To 

freedom and the good life? To social justice? Or to a love of knowledge and beauty? By 

drawing on ideas about education from philosophy, Portland State University assistant 

professor Alex Sager will lead participants in a conversation about the role of education 

in American society. We hope you’ll join the conversation at the Library on Thursday, 
April 23, 7:00pm. 
 
Our Community Reads: Do you know what the bestselling books were in 1915? Come 
to the Library in May to peruse those titles and to pick up a copy of The 39 Steps by 

John Buchan, published in 1915 and later made into a movie by Alfred Hitchcock. 

Explore how the public’s choices in reading have changed in 100 years! The eBook can 

also be downloaded for free or read online at Project Gutenberg 

https://www.gutenberg.org/ebooks/558. 

 

Becoming Oregon – From the Lewis and Clark Expedition to the Lewis and Clark 
Exposition – In the century or so before our Library was established,  there was quite a 

fascination about this strange and wondrous land out west—the expedition, the trail, the 

land, homesteading, statehood, and world’s fair. Join us for an evening with Robert 

Hamm as he shares from his collection of approximately 150 authentic newspapers, 

mostly from the East Coast, that feature Oregon during those 100 years, ending with the 
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world’s fair in Portland (1905) that celebrated the Corps of Discovery and looked 

forward to a new century. Tuesday, May 12, 7:00pm, Columbia Center Auditorium 
 

Celebrate the Library’s 100 Year Tradition in the Community: Our library began in 

1915 as a bookshelf in a local furniture store. Today, we are a vital and vibrant 

community hub with a wide array of sources for information, avenues for learning and 

cultural events. Help us celebrate the Library’s 100th Birthday as we look back at its 

history and celebrate the many contributions and accomplishments of our community! 

And, of course, there will be cake, candles and singing!! Monday, May 18, 7:00pm, in 
the Library 

 
Come to the Library’s 100th Birthday Party with Special Guest – BJ the Clown 
The Library is celebrating its 100th Birthday with a fun party for children. BJ the Clown 

will perform and we will play classic kid games. Thursday, May 21, 5:00pm 
Auditorium (Event may be in the Courtyard if the weather is nice.)  

 

 

Calendar of Events: 
 
4/8 Youth Librarian visits Head Start 

4/8 Art Lecture, Bonnie Meltzer, 7:00pm 

4/8-4/30 “Dictionary Art” Exhibit 

4/10 Friends of the Library Book Sale, 10:00am -5:00pm 

4/11 Friends of the Library Book Sale, 10:00am -2:00pm 

4/11 St. Helens Garden Club Plant Sale, 9:30-2:00pm 

4/11 No Ukulele Instruction Today 

4/12-18 National Volunteer Week 

4/13-19 National Library Week 

4/14-15 Youth Librarian visits Berry Bright Preschool 

4/16-17 Oregon Coast Children’s Theatre-Broken Pots Mosaic Workshop 
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4/16 Library Board Meeting - Library Volunteer Recognition, 7:00pm 

4/17 Li’l Learners Preschool visits the Library 

4/17 Youth Librarian participates in Early Learning Fair 

4/18 Ukulele Instruction continues, 10:00am-Beginners, 11:00am-Continuing 

4/18 St. Helens Writers’ Guild, noon – 2:00pm 

4/21 Teen Book Club, 5:00pm 

4/21 Library Budget Presentation, 6:00pm 

4/22 Friends of the Library Meeting, 5:30pm 

4/23-24 Oregon Coast Children’s Theatre - Intro to Puppetry Workshop 

4/23 What Is Education For? – A Conversation Project Program of Oregon 

Humanities, 7:00pm 

4/29 Teen Advisory Board, 4:00pm 

4/29 Teen Game Night, 4:30pm 

4/30 American Mah Jongg Class – Five weeks beginning 4/30 through 5/28, 

4:30-7:00pm 

 

Mark Your Calendars!!! 
5/1 Our Community Reads begins – The 39 Steps by John Buchan, published 

in 1915 

5/12 Becoming Oregon – From the Lewis and Clark Expedition to the Lewis 

and Clark Exposition with Robert Hamm, 7:00pm  

5/18 Celebrate the Library’s 100 Year Tradition, 7:00pm, in the Library 

5/21 Library’s 100th Birthday Party with Special Guest – BJ the Clown, 5:00pm 
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