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The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 

 
Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 

For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

 
City of St. Helens 

COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, July 20, 2016, 1:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens 
 

Welcome!  
All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room.  When invited to provide comment regarding items not on 
tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your name only.  
You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council.  If you wish to address a specific item on the agenda, you should 
make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up.  The Council has the authority to grant or deny your 
request.  Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.  
  

1. Visitor Comments 1:00 p.m. 

2. Annual Report from Insurance Agent of Record – Chris Iverson 1:05 p.m. 

3. Annual Report from Parks Commission – John Brewington & Stan Chiotti 1:15 p.m. 

4. Request from Chamber and Halloweentown Update – Stephanie Patterson & Gretchen Williams 1:25 p.m. 

5. Central Waterfront Update – Maul Foster Alongi 1:35 p.m. 

6. 4th Quarter Communications Report – Crystal 2:05 p.m. 

7. Year-End Mainstreet Program Report – Anya 2:10 p.m. 

8. Presentation of Plaque to Diane Barbee, Retiring Library Technician II 2:15 p.m. 

9. Discuss Rate Plan Agreement with CenturyLink – John 2:20 p.m. 

10. Discuss Request from Greater St. Helens Parks & Recreation District 2:30 p.m. 

11. Request from Shoestring Community Players to Waive SUP & Concession Fees 2:40 p.m. 

12. Review LOC Legislative Priorities Survey 2:50 p.m. 

13. Review Public Sewer Easement Encroachment License – Jacob 3:05 p.m. 

14. Review Proposed Ordinance Regarding Camping on Public ROWs and Property – Jacob 3:15 p.m. 

15. Discuss Participation in the Columbia Alert Network (CAN) - John 3:25 p.m. 

16. Request from Relay for Life Team City Slickers - Lisa 3:35 p.m. 

17. Department Reports 3:40 p.m. 

18. Council Reports 4:00 p.m. 

19. Executive Session:  ORS 192.660(2)(e) Real Property Transactions 4:20 p.m. 

20. Other Business  

21. Next Work Session Items  

City Council Members 
Mayor Randy Peterson 

Council President Doug Morten 
Councilor Keith Locke 
Councilor Susan Conn 

Councilor Ginny Carlson  
www.ci.st-helens.or.us 
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7/15/2016 10:55 AM 

The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 

 
Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 

For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

22. Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
• July 20, Council Work Session, 1:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• July 20, Council Regular Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• July 26, Arts & Cultural Commission, 6:30 p.m., Council Chambers 
• August 8, Parks Commission, 4:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• August 9, Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• August 16, Library Board, 7:15 p.m., Columbia Center Auditorium 

 
23. Future Public Hearing(s)/Forum(s):  None scheduled. 
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Communications Report
April to June 2016

Fourth Quarter – FY 2015-16

Prepared by Crystal Farnsworth 
July 12, 2016
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Workload Indicators  

Press 

Releases

Posts to 

Facebook

Posts to 

Twitter Gazette e-Newsletter Radio Spot

Media 

Advisory

April 2016 4 18 14 1 1

May 2016 3 15 11 0 1

June 2016 4 23 20 1 2

Totals 11 56 45 2 4 0 0

Total Hours Worked by Category 

Category

e-

Newsletter Gazette

Press 

Release

Social 

Media Photography

Miscellaneous*

* Total

Hours 18 41.5 12.5 21.73 14.5 15.33 123.56

**Includes projects that do not fall under the standard list of duties, such as coordination with League of Oregon Cities to have 

tourism events featured in publication, photography, giving a Communications presentation, correcting community event 

calendar info in local paper, etc. 

Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Press 

Releases

Posts to 

Facebook

Posts to 

Twitter Gazette e-Newsletter Radio Spot

Media 

Advisory

January 2016 1 11 11 1

February 2016 3 7 7 1

March 2016 0 14 13 1

Totals 4 32 31 0 3 0 0

Total Hours Worked by Category 

Category

e-

Newsletter Gazette

Press 

Release

Social 

Media Photography

Miscellaneous*

* Total

Hours 13 10.5 4.5 7.28 10.75 3.5 49.53

Press 

Releases

Posts to 

Facebook

Posts to 

Twitter Gazette e-Newsletter Radio Spot

Media 

Advisory

April 2016 4 18 14 1 1

May 2016 3 15 11 0 1

June 2016 4 23 20 1 2

Totals 11 56 45 2 4 0 0

Total Hours Worked by Category 

Category

e-

Newsletter Gazette

Press 

Release

Social 

Media Photography

Miscellaneous*

* Total

Hours 18 41.5 12.5 21.73 14.5 15.33 123.56

3rd Quarter

4th Quarter
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Department Allocations

Total Hours Worked by Department / 

Fund

Administration 15.91

ACC 7

Bike and Ped Comm 1.75

City Council 4

Communications 63.41

Comm. Develop. 1.25

Emerg. Mgmt. 0.25

Library 7.83

Parks Dept. 6.25

Police 5.5

Public Works 1.75

Tourism 8.16

Youth Council 0.5

Total Hours 123.56

*Category includes projects worked on for all 

departments, such as Gazette and e-Newsletter
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Facebook Stats

Followers as of June 30, 2014: 2,769
Followers as of September 24, 2014: 2,862
Followers as of December 30, 2014: 3,042
Followers as of March 31, 2015: 2,991*
Followers as of June 30, 2015: 3,146
Followers as of September 30, 2015: 3,491
Followers as of December 31, 2015: 5,178
Followers as of March 31, 2016: 5,486
Followers as of June 30, 2016: 5,740

*On March 5, 2015, Facebook notified business pages that they were changing a 
Page’s like counts which resulted in a dip in total page likes
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Facebook Stats: Insights
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Twitter

Followers

As of March 31, 2014: 431

As of June 30, 2014: 463

As of Sept. 24, 2014: 482

As of Dec. 30, 2014: 506

As of March 31, 2015: 537

As of June 30, 2015: 540

As of Sept. 30, 2015: 670

As of Dec. 31, 2015: 756

As of March 31, 2016: 820

As of June 30, 2016: 883
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Activity Highlights

• Spring & Summer Gazettes
•Two Waterfront Open House promotions
• Feature new employees 
• 13 Nights on the River promotion
• Earth Day Activities
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Activity Highlights

•4th of July promotion
• 2016 Spirit of Halloweentown Prep
• 2016 CERT Graduation
•ACC Kickstarter Campaign 
• Library author events 
• McCormick Park Pedestrian Bridge 
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Activity Highlights

• Freshwater News feature on St. Helens
• Kiwanis Community Parade and River Fest promo
• Summer Reading Program
• Rotary ribbon cutting for new swing set at 
Campbell Park
• SHEDCO Dog Walk 
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On the Horizon 

• Fall Gazette 
• Spirit of Halloweentown 
•Waterfront Redevelopment Project
•Water System City Talk Promo 
• 13 Nights on the River
• Library Fall Events 
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SHEDCO UPDATES Anya Moucha

Creating

Main Street
on
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DESIGN COMMITTEE
•Dog walk project

•New Planters
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PROMOTIONS COMMITTEE
•Summer events

• Kiwanis Parade

• 4th of July

•Ice Cream Cart

•Walk & Shop Map Update
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ECONOMIC VITALITY COMMITTEE

•Vacancy Report

•Let’s Put Our Cities on the Map + Keep It Local Columbia County

Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



ORGANIZATION COMMITTEE

•Maestro Community Manager

•New website in the works

•Burgerville fundraiser

•Board Member Recruitment
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THANK YOU
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 CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: City Council  
FROM: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
RE: Authorize Mayor’s signature for a Public Sewer Easement Encroachment License 
DATE: July 11, 2016 
 

 
 
In April of this year the St. Helens Marina attained land use approval to construct a multi-unit garage on the 
Marina’s long time parking area on the west side of N. River Street. 
 
The proposed building location sits partially on a sanitary sewer easement that dates back to 1958 and a sewer 
main.  Due to Development Code requirements (off-street parking in particular), there are not a lot of 
options to locate the building on the property.  The land use decision included a condition that the sewer 
encroachment be addressed before any building permit is issued. 
 
Working with Public Works, Engineering, and the City’s legal counsel, the attached license was developed to 
allow the building to be built atop the sewer line and easement.  This sort of thing is normally not allowed, 
but was determined to be possible provided: 
 

1. The portion of the sewer line under and around the building be reconstructed with ductile iron pipe. 
2. That the attached license be recorded. 

 
The purpose of these requirements is to allow things to happen as the St. Helens Marina proposes many 
improvements to the area, while protecting the public interest. 
 
Reconstruction of the pipe should help minimize potential problems and the license is intended to protect the 
City’s interest in sewer function, should an issue arise. 
 
Unless the Council has reservations, please authorize the Mayor’s signature of the license described herein. 
 
 
Attached:  Exhibit showing the existing sewer line and proposed building 
 Public Sewer Easement Encroachment License 
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AFTER RECORDING RETURN TO: 
City of St. Helens 
PO Box 278 
St. Helens OR 97051 
 
UNTIL A CHANGE IS REQUESTED 
SEND TAX STATEMENTS TO: 
No Change 
 
 
 
 
 
 This space is reserved for recorder’s use. 

PUBLIC SEWER EASEMENT ENCROACHMENT LICENSE 

This Agreement is entered into by and between the City of St. Helens, an Oregon municipal 
corporation (City) and St. Helens Marina, LLC, an Oregon limited liability company (Owner). 

Recitals: 

1.  In March, 1958, Owner’s predecessors in interest granted sewer easements to City, recorded 
at Book 136, page 220 of the Columbia County deed records. 

2.  In April, 2016, Owner received land use approval to construct garages on property described 
as follows, provided that sewer service be continued in a manner acceptable to City:  

Property description: Lots 5, 6, 7, 8, 9 and 10, Block 13, “City of St. Helens,” Columbia 
County, Oregon, together with that portion of River Street inuring thereto pursuant to the 
Vacating Ordinance No. 2719, recorded January 5, 1996, Fee No. 96‐00124, Clerk’s Records of 
Columbia County, Oregon.  EXCEPTING therefrom that portion dedicated to the City of St. 
Helens by deed recorded October 10, 2013 as Instrument No. 2013‐008361, Clerk’s Records of 
Columbia County, Oregon. 

 Deed Reference No: 1996‐11807, 2014‐217, and 2015‐49. 

3. Owner and City agree that continued use of the existing sewer easement to provide such 
service is reasonable and appropriate subject to the following terms and conditions. 

Agreement: 

1.  Encroachment Authorized.  City hereby authorizes and grants a license for Owner to 
encroach over City’s sewer easement, a description of which is attached as Exhibit ‘A’, for 
purposes of constructing the garages described in Site Design Review approval SDR.1.16 dated 
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April 13, 2016, subject to the terms and conditions of this Agreement.  This license shall 
continue unless and until terminated by City as provided in section 4. 

2.  Construction of Replacement Sewer Line.  Prior to construction of the garages, Owner 
shall at its sole expense replace the existing sewer line with 8” ductile iron pipe in the location 
and manner set forth in the attached Project S-642 drawing (Exhibit ‘B’).  All work shall be done 
by a licensed contractor approved by the City and in accordance with City laws and standards.  
All work shall be inspected and approved by City.  

3.  Maintenance.  City shall provide routine inspection, cleaning and maintenance of the sewer 
line in accordance with normal and customary practice.  Owner shall cooperate with City as 
reasonably may be necessary. 

4.  Repair or Replacement.  Owner acknowledges that continuous proper functioning of the 
sewer line is essential.  If for any reason the sewer line lying between the manhole to the north 
and south of the garages building identified as manhole IF21 and IF4, respectively, does not 
function properly or fails, City may take such actions as it deems necessary to promptly restore 
sewer service provided that such actions do not damage the garages, unless the City in its sole 
discretion concludes that action that damages the garages is the only reasonable option that 
exists.  This may include but is not limited to constructing a temporary bypass sewer line around 
the garages.  

In the event City determines that the sewer line lying between the manhole to the north and 
south of the garages building identified as manhole IF21 and IF4, respectively, cannot reasonably 
be permanently repaired in its existing location, City may terminate this license and require 
Owner to reroute and replace the sewer line on Owner’s property and beyond in accordance 
with the schedule, plans and permits approved by City.  Rerouting and replacement of said 
sewer line may be on Owner’s property or public right-of-way and may include portions of the 
sewer line beyond that as described herein, depending on specifications for proper sewer 
function.  City may elect to perform such work at Owner’s expense if Owner fails to substantially 
complete the work within 30 days or such other time as agreed to by City.  Owner hereby grants 
City access to the property as City deems necessary to perform temporary and permanent work.  
Except in case of emergency, City shall coordinate all such work with Owner.   

5.  Cost of repair or replacement. Owner shall be responsible for all costs associated with 
temporary and permanent repair or replacement of that portion of the sewer line that is the 
subject of this Agreement, including but not limited to bypass or relocation of the sewer line.  
Owner shall within 30 days of receipt of a statement of expenses, reimburse City for City’s 
expenses of performing bypass, repair, relocation or replacement.  
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6.  Release of Claims. Owner hereby waives, releases and covenants not to sue City, its officers, 
agents and employees for any and all damages or claims arising from or relating to the sewer 
line in its existing location.  

7.  Indemnification.  Owner shall indemnify, hold harmless and defend City, its officers, agents 
and employees, from and against any and all claims arising from or relating to that portion of 
the sewer line that is the subject of this Agreement. 

8.  Miscellaneous. 

 a. Time is of the essence of this Agreement. 

 b. In an action to enforce the terms of this Agreement, including an action for payment 
of amounts due City, the prevailing party shall be entitled to its reasonable attorney fees and 
costs, including on appeal. 

 c. Pursuant to ORS 93.710 or other applicable law, this Agreement shall be recorded in 
the property records of Columbia County and shall run with the land and bind the successors 
and assigns of the parties. Nothing herein, however, grants Owner an interest in property, 
including the sewer easement, held by City. 

 d. Sections 5 through 7 of this Agreement shall survive termination. 

 e. This Agreement shall be construed so as to minimize the risk of disruption in sewer 
service and to protect the public health. 

City 
 
 
 
By: ________________________________ 
Name: Randy Peterson 
Title: Mayor 
 
 

Owner 
 
 
 
By: ______________________________ 
Name: Brad Hendrickson 
Title: Owner/Manager 

STATE OF OREGON ) 
 ) ss. 
County of Columbia ) 

 
This instrument was acknowledged before me on _____________________, 2016, by Randy 

Peterson as Mayor of the City of St. Helens. 
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NOTARY PUBLIC FOR OREGON 
My Commission Expires:  

 
STATE OF OREGON ) 
 ) ss. 
County of Columbia ) 

 
This instrument was acknowledged before me on _____________________, 2016, by Brad 

Hendrickson as Owner/Manager of the St. Helens Marina, LLC. 
 
   

NOTARY PUBLIC FOR OREGON 
My Commission Expires: 
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Exhibit A 
City’s Sewer Easement 
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Exhibit B      

Exhibit B 
Project S-642 Drawing 
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 CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: City Council 
FROM: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
RE: Camping in public rights-of-way and on public property ordinance 
DATE: July 11, 2016 
 

 
 
Attached to this memo is Ordinance No. 3208.  It is scheduled for a first reading on the 
Council’s July 20th regular session. 
 
This ordinance is intended to prohibit “camping” in public rights-of-way (such as city streets) and 
on public property.  This is based on similar law used by at least the City of Portland and the City of 
Ashland.  It is recommended language from the City’s legal counsel. 
 
Note that “camping” is prohibited except as specifically authorized by the City Administrator, which 
is intended to cover any circumstance in which St. Helens would want to allow it (e.g., camping on 
Sand Island). 
 
It’s important to recognize that camping per this Ordinance is not what someone may typically 
picture as camping.  In this case it relies on whether or not bedding or other sleeping matter or any 
kind of stove or fire takes place.  So if there is an indication of establishing a sleeping or cooking 
arrangement, or just having a small fire, that is camping. 
 
This ordinance is intended to address issues that have been affecting the city for some time now and 
of which, the Police Department lacks the legal tools to address. 
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City of St. Helens 
ORDINANCE NO. 3208 

 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ST. HELENS MUNICIPAL CODE 

CHAPTER 12.20 REGARDING CAMPING IN THE PUBLIC RIGHTS OF WAY AND 
ON PUBLIC PROPERTY 

 
WHEREAS, the City has authority to regulate its public rights of way and public properties; and 
 
WHEREAS, camping in the public rights of way or on public property presents a health and safety 

issue for the City. 
 

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF ST. HELENS DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1. The City of St. Helens Municipal Code Chapter 12.20 is hereby amended, attached 
hereto as Attachment A and made part of this reference. 
 
 Section 2.  Severability.  If any section, provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this 
Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity 
shall not affect the other sections, provisions, clauses or paragraphs of this Ordinance which can be given 
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are 
declared to be servable.  This City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance 
irrespective of the invalidity of any particular portion thereof and intends that the invalid portions should be 
severed and the balance of the ordinance be enforced. 
 
 Section 3. Provisions of this Ordinance shall be incorporated in the St. Helens Municipal Code and 
the word “ordinance” may be changed to “code,” “article,” “section,” or another word, and the sections of 
this Ordinance may be renumbered, or re-lettered, provided however that Whereas clauses and boilerplate 
provisions need not be codified. 
 
 Section 4. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be 30 days after approval, in accordance with 
the City Charter and other applicable laws. 

 
Read the first time:   July 20, 2016 
Read the second time:  August 17, 2016 
 

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 17th day of August, 2016 by the following vote: 
 

 Ayes:   
 

Nays: 
         
 Randy Peterson, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
   
Kathy Payne, City Recorder 
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underline words are added  
words stricken are deleted 
 

CHAPTER 12.20 
RIGHT-OF-WAY REGULATIONS 

 
Sections: 
12.20.010  Definitions. 
12.20.020    Jurisdiction. 
12.20.030    Scope of regulatory control. 
12.20.040    City permission requirement. 
12.20.045    Obstructions in rights-of-way. 
12.20.050    Obligation of the city. 
12.20.060 Camping in rights-of-way or on public property. 
 
12.20.010 Definitions. 

For the purpose of this chapter, the following mean: 

 (1) “Campsite” means any place where bedding, sleeping bag, or other sleeping matter or any 
stove or fire is placed, established, or maintained, whether or not such place incorporates the use 
of any tent, lean-to, shack, or any other structure or shelter, or any vehicle or part thereof. 

 (21) “City” means the city of St. Helens, Oregon. 

 (32) “Person” means individual, corporation, association, firm, partnership, joint stock 
company, and similar entities. 

 (43) “Public rights-of-way” include, but are not limited to, streets, roads, highways, bridges, 
alleys, sidewalks, trails, paths, public easements, and all other public ways or areas, including 
subsurface and air space over these areas. 

 (5) “To camp” means to set up, or to remain in or at a campsite. 

 (64) “Within the city” means territory over which the city now has or acquires jurisdiction 
for the exercise of its powers 
 
[…] 

12.20.060 Camping in public rights-of-way or on public property. 

 (1)  It is unlawful for any person to camp in or upon any public right of way or public 
property, unless otherwise specifically authorized by the City Administrator. 

 (2) Violation of this Section shall be punishable by a fine of not more than $250.00. 
 

Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



 

 

Memorandum 

 
To: City Council 
 
From: Lisa Scholl, Deputy City Recorder and Captain of City of St. Helens: Team City Slickers 

 

Date: July 20, 2016 
 
Subject: Relay for Life: Team City Slickers  
 
The City of St. Helens is participating in Relay for Life, July 30-31, at the St. Helens High 
School track.  I am happy to announce that our team has already raised $1,889.08.  We have 
far exceeded our goal!   
 
I am requesting City Council authorize up to $150 from Council’s discretionary fund for team 
supplies and luminarias.  The luminarias will be placed around the track and lit in honor of 
cancer survivors and in memory of employees and Council we have lost to cancer. 
 
A silent auction will be held on July 30.  I am requesting the Council donate a gift certificate 
in the amount of $200 to be used towards a City utility bill.  All proceeds from the auction go 
towards Relay for Life and are credited to our team. 
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Memorandum 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
 
Subject: Administration & Community Development Dept. Report 
 
Date:  July 20, 2016 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
 
Planning Division Report attached. 
 
Business License Reports attached. 
 
Suggestion/Comment Box Report attached. 
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CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
 To: City Council   Date: 6.28.2016 
 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION 
SHSD is starting to work on a “large school district” master plan per ORS 195.110 
http://www.oregonlaws.org/ors/195.110.  This will involve some city involvement at some point. 
 
After a long wait, there is movement of the FEMA and ESA listed species issue.  We’ve been waiting for a 
Biological Opinion for literally years.  This will impact St. Helens to some degree because we have floodplains.  
Ultimately, our floodplain law will change to better minimize impact to ESA listed species and this will likely make 
any development in a floodplain more complicated.  A letter sent by FEMA this month (the first page attached only) 
notes a series of deadlines.  The first deadline (April 2018) are for interim measures preceding permanent changes.  
We’ll be dealing with these changes for several years to come. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CODE ENFORCEMENT  
The shed issue (164 N. 3rd Street) noted in the April 2016 activity report has been resolved. 
 
Per the attached letter from DSL, the latest McCormick Park disc golf issue is officially resolved. 
 
Sent notice to a couple property owners for building and right-of-way encroachments between Church Street and S. 
19th Street. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION (& acting HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION) 
June 14, 2016 meeting (outcome): There were four public hearings, two continued from the previous month.  One of 
those was continued again to July (due to unresolved access issues).  Decisions were made on the other three issues.  
The Commission approved a travel trailer park just south of Grey Cliff Waterfront Park, this included an Access 
Variance.  The Commission approved a 4-plex to replace a couple of existing homes at 104 and 114 N. River Street.  
This proposal included an Access Variance (approved) and a Variance for a reduced setback (denied).  
 
July 12, 2016 meeting (upcoming): The Commission has a public hearing continued from June.  They also have a 
Historic Resource Review for a sign proposal at 260 S. 1st Street/61 Plaza.  We will also discuss codifying the 
Commissions operational rules; this matter will eventually go to the Council. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) 
Annual software updates this month. 
 
MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
St. Helens has once again been selected to host a Resource Assistance for Rural Environments (RARE) AmeriCorps 
participant for the 2016-2017 term of service.  This participant will fill the role of the City Mainstreet/Community 
Coordinator. 
 
This means staff needed to prepare a full application to RARE this month.  Interviews for potential candidates will 
take place in July.    
 
RARE staff noted something important: “This year we definitely need to talk about post-RARE for St. Helens.”  
RARE has hinted at this before, but as we continue to use this sort of program (subject to increasing demand across 
the state) for the City’s Main Street program, we need to understand that this will not last forever.  It’s possible this 
will be the last. 
 
ASSISTANT PLANNER—In addition to routine tasks, the Assistant Planner has been working on: 
See attached. 

This report does not indicate all current planning activities over the past report period.  These are tasks, processing and administration of the Development Code 
which are a weekly if not daily responsibility.  The Planning Commission agenda, available on the City’s website, is a good indicator of current planning 
activities.  The number of building permits issued is another good indicator as many require Development Code review prior to Building Official review. 
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1

Jacob Graichen

From: Jennifer Dimsho
Sent: Wednesday, June 15, 2016 2:08 PM
To: Jacob Graichen
Subject: June Planning Department Report

Here are my additions to the June Planning Department Report. 

GRANTS 
1. TGM Grant Application: Due June 10 – Submitted 7 page application narrative, cover sheet, 2 letters of support, 

resolution to apply, project map, and other required attachments.  
2. Reminded CLG applicants of the August 10 deadline for submitting reimbursement paperwork 
3. Completed and submitted Travel Oregon Matching Grant Application (Due June 30). $80k for 1 to 1 matching 

grant for branding and a Wayfinding Master Plan. If successful, City contribution would be $30k cash and $10k 
soft match (in‐kind) 

EPA AWP  
4. Planned for 2nd Waterfront Redevelopment Open House: July 6, 5:30‐8pm– Venue, Catering, Project materials 

online, press materials. Attended check in and planning meeting with MFA on June 14. Reviewed draft 
presentation materials. 

MISC 
5. Attended Columbia Health Coalition Visioning/Strategic Vision Planning Meeting on June 6 
6. Attended 5th meeting for the 2016 Columbia County Year of Wellness on June 16 
7. Gateway Sculpture Project P.2’s Kickstarter LAUNCHED on JUNE 1! www.tinyurl.com/salmontree Fundraising 

goal is 16k by JUNE 31. Purchased some rewards and packaging. Photographed reward samples. Reached out to 
non‐profits and organizations for social media outreach support. Distributed handouts, spoke at events (Kiwanis, 
Elks, Commissions, etc.) Met with potential donors, scheduled social media posts, monitored KS page, updated 
backers, created mini goals. 

8. Attend Parks Commission on June 13 to discuss parks maintenance funding strategies 
9. Attended Arts & Cultural Commission Meeting on June 28 to discuss Kickstarter and fundraising methods 
10. New Aha City Website training on June 29, 8:30am‐12 

 
Jennifer Dimsho 
Assistant Planner 
City of St. Helens 
(503) 366‐8207 
jdimsho@ci.st‐helens.or.us 
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SSuuggggeessttiioonn  BBooxxeess  
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City Hall – 1st Floor Lobby/2nd Floor Lobby/ Council Chambers Lobby/ Water Department Lobby/Library 
Date 

Received 

 

Comment 

 

Suggestion 

Response  

Requested? 

Name and Contact  

Information 

Overall Customer 

Service Rating 

Date to Council 

for Review 

Staff 

Assigned 

Staff Follow-up 

Actions 

Date 

Closed 

None received. 

 

Municipal Court Lobby 
Date 

Received 

 

Comment 

 

Suggestion 

Response  

Requested? 

Name and Contact  

Information 

Overall Customer 

Service Rating 

Date to Council 

for Review 

Staff 

Assigned 

Staff Follow-up 

Actions 

Date 

Closed 

7/5/16 I just wanted to thank you 

ladies for being so sweet, 

always smiling. Keep up 

the good vibes. 

None No Jessica Yeramian Great 7/20/16 Matt 

Brown 

N/A 7/20/16 

   

Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



July 13, 2016 

From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director  

To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject: Library Department Report  

 
 
Columbia Arts Guild - Plein Air Painting: Every Thursday morning at 10am, artists 

from the Guild enjoy the summer breezes on the porch of the Columbia Center as they 

engage in various art forms. Drop by and see their creations. 

 
Summer Reading Programs for All Ages: The Library provides programs and 

incentives to encourage readers of all ages to keep reading during the summer. If you 

dropped by the Library recently, you might have dodged paper planes flying in the 

Courtyard during our Paper Plane Flight School, or been sprinkled with pixie dust during 

our Fairy Festival. The adult art classes made possible by a Columbia County Cultural 

Coalition grant have been exceptionally well attended - with collage artists, doodlers 

and drum makers. There are still a lot of events on our calendar – check us out! 

 

 

Indoor Camping @ the Library is August 3 at 7pm. 
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Calendar: 
 
7/14  Move like a Mammoth (all ages), Auditorium, 10am 

7/14  Teen Gaming: NBA 2k14 Tournament (ages 12-18), Auditorium, 330pm 

7/19  Minecraft Madness (ages 7+), Auditorium, 5pm 

7/28  Teen Gaming: Mario Kart Tournament (ages 12-18), Auditorium, 330pm 

7/29   MasterChef Junior: Desserts (ages 10+), Courtyard, 1pm 

8/1-31  Friends of the Library Quarterly Art Show – Leslie Hough, Glass Artist 

8/2  Artist Talk by Emerging Glass Artist, Leslie Hough, In the Library, 7pm 

8/3  Indoor Camping @ the Library (all ages), In the Library, 7pm 

8/8  Library Board meets with Library Consultant, Auditorium 

8/9  Border Collie Performing Team (all ages), Courtyard, Noon 

8/11  Teen Gaming: Just Dance Tournament (ages 12-18), Auditorium, 330pm 

8/13  Summer Reading Party (all ages), Courtyard, 11am 

8/16  Library Board Meeting, Auditorium 
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PUBLIC WORKS MEMO 
 

 
 

Engineering 

1. Participated in workshop to select material for 2MG water reservoir rehabilitation. 
2. Selected contractor for the 2016 Manhole Rehabilitation Project. 
3. Attended meeting and secured grant from Oregon Marine Board for dock repairs on Sand Island.   
4. Started work with contractor on 2016 Crack Sealing Project.  
5. See complete report. 

 
Parks 
1. Repaired sprinkler systems at McCormick, Campbell, and Columbia View parks.  
2. Assisted with set up and clean up for various functions downtown and at Columbia View Park. 
3. Mowed, cut brush, and sprayed along the Highway 30 landscape strip. 
4. Planted some of the street trees along St. Helens Street for the overlay project. 
5. See complete report. 

 
Public Works Operations & Maintenance 

1. Replaced 37 standard water meters with new radio read meters.  
2. Responded to a watermain break caused by contractor excavating outside of locate area. 
3. Repaired waterline leaks on N. 7th Street and S. 15th Street. 
4. Completed new storm drain extensions on N. 9th Street and N. 13th Street. 
5. Responded to nine after-hours call-outs.  
6. See complete reports. 

 
Water Filtration Facility 

1. Produced 50.9 million gallons of filtered drinking water, an average of 1.7 million gal/day. 
2. Working with filter manufacturer, PALL, to install and program a new valve positioner.  
3. Participated in website training with the new website administrator.  
4. See complete report. 

 
Waste Water Treatment Plant 

1. Replaced traditional land line for PS#4 with new cellular-based Mission system; cost savings.  
2. Tie down on Aerator #1 failed, caused unit to flip over. Righted it, checked other tie-downs.  
3. Cleaned headworks channel 2, adjusted brushes and performed maintenance on screens.  
4. Performed electrical repairs to Aerator #4 and SCADA for Aerator #12.  
5. See complete report. 

 To: The Mayor and Members of City Council 
 

From: 
Sue Nelson, Public Works Engineering Director 
Neal Sheppeard, Public Works Operations Director 

Date: 20 July 2016 

Subject: June Status Summary 
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Engineering Department Status Report 
11 July 2016 

 

 
 

 

 

WATER PROJECTS 
2MG Reservoir Rehab Project 

The City’s consultant, Kennedy Jenks Consultants conducted a design workshop with staff to review liner material 

options.  The workshop information included material specifications, and the pros and cons of each alternative.  Staff 

reviewed the various liner systems and narrowed down the selection of products.  K/J is now compiling more detailed 

information on the short-listed systems, including cost information.  The objective of the project is to install a liner or 

a coating on the interior of the City’s 1920’s-era 2 million gallon water reservoir to preserve the useful life of the tank 

and help stop some minor leaking that is occurring.  

 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 
Elk Ridge Estates Phase VI 

This project will require a new Preliminary Plat approval from the Planning Commission before any public 

improvements can be accepted.  

 

Sykes Road Development 

The Developer is close to being finished with the work on the required public infrastructure, but has not contacted the 

City for final approvals.   

 

SANITARY SEWER AND STORM DRAIN PROJECTS 

2016 Manhole Rehabilitation Project 

A pre-construction meeting is scheduled for July 14th, and work on the 48-manhole rehabilitation and repair project is 

expected to begin in late July.  The manholes needing work have been confirmed to have excessive infiltration of 

ground water and/or require repairs to improve flow characteristics.  

 

N. 9th Street Storm Drain Project 

NW Natural relocated a gas line that was in conflict with the new storm pipe.  The Public Works crew was then able 

to complete this project, extending storm drainage from N. 8th Street to serve N. 9th Street.  This section of N. 9th 

Street was one of the few remaining gravel roads that was previously underserved with storm drainage, therefore 

making it impractical to pave. Design and construction of this project was done entirely in-house. 

 

N. 13th Street Storm Drain Project 

This project is complete. 

 

Godfrey Park Storm Drain Project 

This project remains on hold while staff works out details with the Contractor to re-mobilize and complete the 

contract work. There is approximately 160 linear feet of 66-inch diameter storm pipe remaining to be installed, plus 

miscellaneous restoration.  

 

STREET AND TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS 

Gable Road Improvement Project 

The Columbia County Road Department expects to have the final draft of the revised grant agreement with ODOT in 

August.  The City will be partnering with the County to oversee all aspects of this large-scale improvement project.  

Construction of improvements on Gable Road between Highway 30 and Columbia Blvd. may begin as early as late 
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2017 and will include widening of the travel lanes, the addition of bike lanes, new sidewalks, and additional safety 

features. 

 

Crack Sealing Street Maintenance and Preservation Project 

Despite some weather delays, CR Contracting, LLC of Bend, Oregon is almost finished with this project.  Only one 

section of Old Portland Road/St. Helens Street remains to be completed. This should be done by July fifteenth.   

 

Right of Way and Construction Permits 

There were five Right-of-Way and/or Construction permits issued by the Engineering Department during the month 

of June – three for NW Natural for services and repairs; one to St. Helens Marina for exploratory potholes in the 

Wyeth right-of-way; one for scaffolding on the sidewalk in front of 220 S. 1st Street. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS 
McCormick Park Pedestrian Bridge 

The new pedestrian bridge is now complete.  The project was funded by a grant from Oregon Parks and Recreation 

with matching funds from the City, mostly in the form of staff labor and equipment.  

 

Sand Island Dock Ramp Replacement Project 

On June 28th, the Oregon Marine Board approved a $42,000+/- grant for the dock ramp repairs. Also, on July 5th the 

Army Corps of Engineers approved the permit for the repairs on the Sand Island docks. Now that the project has the 

funding and regulatory authorization to move forward, a contractor will be selected to perform the work. Depending 

on the time necessary to fabricate a new ramp, the work will take place sometime between late August and early 

November.  
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Parks Department for June 2016 
 

 

 

 

Daily duties were performed which include cleaning restrooms, garbage pickup, Sand Island 

maintenance, watering street trees, general parks maintenance, ball field preparation, and 

mowing.   

 

Mowed the Island 

Put bark dust in the flower beds at Columbia View 

Moved tables for 13 Nights 

Spread chips under the swings at Campbell 

Fertilized Columbia View 

Watered street trees 

Repaired sprinklers at 6th Street Park  

Moved trash cans from Columbia  

Assisted with electric panels at city Dock 

Repaired play structures at Campbell and McCormick 

Repaired sprinklers at OPR and 18th 

Mowed the Veneer property 

Repaired the bleachers at McCormick softball fields 

Repaired sprinklers at Campbell 

Removed fallen trees at Campbell and McCormick 

Repaired sprinklers at Columbia View 

Removed brush from the city parking lot 

Mower maintenance 

Put up reservation sign posts at McCormick 

Planted street trees in planters 

Painted and repaired picnic tables 

Moved tables to Columbia View for Riverfest 

Put out planter trees on St. Helens St. 

Repaired sprinklers at library 

Took down the temporary fencing at Columbia View 

Cleaned up some of the downed trees at McCormick 

Sprayed the library courtyard 

Painted benches at McCormick 

Weed eated the Police impound yard 

Cut brush on the HWY strip 

Pressure washed the splash pad 

Weeded library flower bed and removed debris 

Chipped up a tree on Tualatin St. 

Took in cardboard for recycling 

Sprayed HWY strip    
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Public Works Work Report 

June 2016 
 

 

Water Dept: 

Installed 37 radio read meters 

Read heavy users 

Read meters 

Turned off and on 30 delinquents 

Service line broken by contractor at marina 

Replaced shut-off at 125 McMichael St. 

Assisted with playground structure 

Repaired leak at 485 S. 15
th

 St. 

Repaired leak on 100 blk N. 7
th

 St. 

Installed new box and resetter at 1360 Plymouth St. 

Replaced shut-off at 820 Tualatin St. 

Replaced shut-off at 385 N. 3
rd

 St. 

Turned valves off and on for contractor who broke hydrant at Woodland Trails Apts. 

Leak detection at 414 S. 3
rd

 St. 

Isolated reservoir for future lining project 

Installed new shut-off at 414 S. 3
rd

 St. 

 

Sewer Dept: 

Finished N. 9
th

 St. storm drain project 

Replaced broken storm manhole at 110 Mayfair 

Installed storm drain on N. 13
th

 St. for new construction 

Hauled fill pile from shop to Old Portland Rd. for Schlumpberger 

Repaired sink hole at 771 Columbia Blvd. 

Started water line install on N. 9
th

 St. from West St. to Deer island Rd. 

 

Call-Outs: 

Gate open at Boise Veneer 

Water leak at 164 N. 7
th

 St. 

Turned water on at Alpine St. 

Swing broke at McCormick Park 

DMV/church parking lot water coming up – broken sprinkler head 

Water back on for contractor who hit hydrant at Woodland Trails Apts. 

Valve box riser popped out at S. 20
th

 St. & Tualatin St. 

Meter box lid missing at 59533 Darcy St. 

Turned water on at 35641 Spotted Hill Dr. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

Swept streets  

Mowed ROWs 

Marked 50 locates 

Checked wells & reservoirs daily 
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Water Filtration Facility Journal 

June 2016 
Water Production: 50.9 million gallons 1.70 million gallons per day 

 

Week 1 Produced and sent June OHA reports to the State. Still using the original data collecting program 

XLReporter because the new HMI program has still not been configured to collect and publish our information 

in a format that we can use to send to the State at the end of the month.  Performed monthly check on fire 

extinguishers. Sent sewer readings to Columbia City public works. Ordered Chlorine delivery for next week.   

 

Week 2 Made arrangements for PALL to come on site to remove, install and program a new valve positioner on 

one of the racks.  He should be here at the end of the month. In the meantime, the parts we received from PALL 

to do the job are the wrong ones, so I am working with the technicians, taking pictures and showing them the 

parts we received and what is still needed so we can mount the new positioner and adapt it to our process.   

 

Week 3 Received last chlorine delivery for this budget cycle.  Changed out Cl17 reagents.  Had to purchase a 

new Adobe program, my old one is not on the City server, so could not be retrieved.  As a note to everyone, you 

might want to check with Centerlogic to see if your backup, original installation keys, are on the city servers.  

Would be quite a mess if everyone lost their programs and could not access their data anymore and had to buy 

all new software.    

 

Week 4. As of this week, PALL and Tyco cannot come up with an adapter to connect the new positioner to the 

existing hardware on the operating floor.  I have created an adapter using parts I have acquired from Ace, now 

we just need to get PALL out here to hook the unit up.  Does not seem that will happen in this budget cycle. 

Received training on the new city website configuration. Now to see if we can get this one to work.  Seems 

better than what we have been using and really appreciated the training we received on how to use the program.  

I really appreciated having the various departments in the same class setting, we were learning things from each 

other as we worked on the pages “live” to the new city web page.  “Don’t chase squirrels” was the banner 

running across the new city page as we exited for lunch. We have a site visit from Rogers machine to service 

our air compressors.  Oh, and as for receiving the correct part to install our new actuator positioner, PALL just 

today learned that the part has a 4 week lead time to receive the item, but they are seeing if they can expedite 

acquiring the piece so we can move forward with the repair and installation.  “The wheels on the bus go round 

and round”.  

 

Howie Burton and Guy Davis, City of St. Helens – Public Works Filtration Facility Operators 

PWS 4100724 

P.O. Box 278 

St. Helens, OR 97051 

PH: (503) 397-1311 FAX: (503) 397-3351 

City of St. Helens, Oregon 
Public Works  

Water Filtration Facility 
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WWTP Monthly Operations and Maintenance Report  
June 2016 

To: Sue Nelson 

From: Aaron Kunders 

 

Secondary System Report 

• 6/1-Pulled and checked wire to aerator #4. 

• 6/14-McCoy Electric here to fix SCADA wire in #12’s bucket and to fix blown wire 

in weather head on #4.  Both running normally now. 

• 6/20-Crack sealers here on the dyke. 

 

Primary System Report 

• 6/6-Aerator #1 flipped upside down.  Worked all day to flip it back and get it to 

shore.  Called IPS to come pick it up and check it out. 

• 6/6-Checked other aerator tie downs.  Found one other that needed replaced on #5. 

• 6/6-Removed battery from SolarBee I and will charge. 

 

Pump Stations 

• 6/8-PS#4-DND Electrical here to install Mission Alarm System. 

• 6/8-PS#7-Generator high engine coolant alarm.  Was able to reset.  Told Joint 

Maintenance and they will look into it. 

• 6/12-PS#5-Dialer battery dead.  Replaced on the 13th. 

• 6/13-PS#9-High run hours on pump #2.  Backflushed again. 

• 6/13-PS#11-Cleaned graffiti off cover and cleaned wetwell. 

• 6/14-PS#4-McCoy Electric here to work on hour meters. 

• 6/17-PS#5-Generator over current alarm.  Reset and let joint maintenance know. 

• 6/23-PS#9-Dialer battery bad.  Ordered and replaced on the 27th. 

 

Sodium Hypochlorite System 

• 1868 gallons used this month. 

• 1864 gallons used last month. 

 

Call-outs 

• No after hour call outs in June. 

 

Plant 

• 6/6-Primary Effluent sampler not cooling.  Replaced with spare and will check it out. 

• 6/9-SCADA acting up and won’t print.  Rebooted and installed updates. 

• 6/14-Replaced TSS vacuum pump in lab. 

• 6/20-Cleaned channel 2 in the headworks. 

• 6/20-Adjusted brushes on headworks screens and checked spray water. 

• 6/25-SCADA didn’t print.  Emailed Tom and he worked on it. 

• 6/27-29-Worked on headworks screens-replaced oil, greased, routine maintenance. 

 

 

Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Pretreatment 

• 6/8-Worked on response letter to the Pretreatment audit. 

• 6/21, 22-Local limits pretreatment workshop. 

 

Other 

• 6/2, 3-Annual DMRQA lab testing. 

• 6/8-TAC meeting today.  The Mill will start using the clarifier again on the 9th. 

• 6/10-Submitted DMRQA testing results. 

 

Next Month 

• Replace bearing and auger brush on headworks screen. 
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