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The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 

 
Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 

For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

 
City of St. Helens 

COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, December 21, 2016, 1:00 p.m. 

City Council Chambers, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens 
 

Welcome!  
All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room.  When invited to provide comment regarding items not on 
tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your name only.  
You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council.  If you wish to address a specific item on the agenda, you should 
make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up.  The Council has the authority to grant or deny your 
request.  Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.  
  

1. Visitor Comments 1:00 p.m. 

2. Discussion Regarding Gregg Smith (Thrifter’s Marketplace) - Matt 1:05 p.m. 

3. Discuss Request from Sunset Park Church for Utility Bill Adjustment – Matt 1:10 p.m. 

4. Follow-up Regarding Status of IT Services - Matt 1:15 p.m. 

5. Department Reports 1:20 p.m. 

6. Council Reports 1:40 p.m. 

7. Executive Session: ORS 192.660(2)(d) Labor Negotiations 
 ORS 192.660(2)(e) Real Property Transactions 

2:00 p.m. 

8. Other Business  

9. Next Work Session Items  

10. Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
• December 21, Council Work Session, 1:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• December 21, Council Public Hearing, 6:20 p.m., Council Chambers 
• December 21, Council Public Hearing, 6:30 p.m., Council Chambers 
• December 21, Council Regular Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• December 23 & 26, Christmas Holiday, All City Offices Closed 
• December 29, Bicycle & Pedestrian Commission, 6:30 p.m., Council Chambers 
• January 2, News Year’s Day, All City Offices Closed 

 
11. Future Public Hearing(s)/Forum(s):   

• December 21, 6:20 p.m., PH: Easement Extinguishment – 500 N. 11th Street 
• December 21, 6:30 p.m., PH: Comprehensive Plan Map & Zoning Change – Bradley Street 

 

City Council Members 
Mayor Randy Peterson 

Council President Doug Morten 
Councilor Keith Locke 
Councilor Susan Conn 

Councilor Ginny Carlson  
www.ci.st-helens.or.us 
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December 12, 2016 

From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director  

To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject: Library Department Report  

 

LEGO 

Visit the library for unstructured LEGO play time with our growing collection of donated LEGO 
sets. DUPLO sets are also available for younger children. Come create with us! Lego Club is for 
children and teens of all ages. Thursday, 12/15, 330pm-430pm, Hallway 
 
LEGO will continue as a part of a larger group of activities for ages 6 through 12 on 
select Mondays in 2017 from 4-5pm. 
 

Library Strategic Planning 

The Library Board and staff meetings planned in December to continue work on the strategic 
planning framework and implementation plan were postponed till January due to bad weather. 
Our consultant will now meet with the staff on Friday, January 6th before the Library opens 
and again on Tuesday, January 10th with the Library Board. 

 

Oregon Humanities Conversation Project: Homeless in the Land of Plenty 

Home is one of the most intimate places we can know. It’s a place that provides for and shapes 
our expression of security, identity, and even play. But an estimated 100 million people around 
the world lack shelter altogether, and as many as one billion lack adequate permanent housing. 
In the US, families with children are the fastest-growing segment of the homeless population. 
How does homelessness affect the lives of all people within a community? What does it mean 
for there to be masses of people who are not adequately housed? Join storyteller Ryan Stroud 
to share your stories and learn about the experiences of others.  
Thursday, 1/19, 700pm, In the Library 

 

Calendar: 

12/15  Last Storytime of 2016 

12/15  Lego Club, 330-430pm, Hallway 

12/23-26 Library is Closed 

1/3/2017 Storytimes Resume 

1/6  Staff Meeting – Strategic Planning Implementation, 8-10am 

1/9  Make It! - LEGO, 4-5pm, Hallway 

1/10  Library Board Meeting, 715pm 
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PUBLIC WORKS MEMO 
 

 
 

Engineering 

1. Reviewed options and selected enhanced coating material for 2MG Reservoir Rehab. 
2. Worked with Developer to revise N. 11th Street culvert project plans. 
3. Coordinated with Contractor to complete repairs to the Sand Island docks.   
4. Completed construction on Godfrey Park Storm Drain project.  
5. See complete report. 

 
Parks 
1. Took down Halloweentown decorations, cleaned up used areas, helped store decorations. 
2. Started prepping for Christmas tree lighting; found and placed Christmas tree; decorated tree. 
3. Assisted with repairs to the vandalized Sand Island restrooms. 
4. Removed graffiti and repaired vandalism at Columbia View restrooms. 
5. See complete report. 

 
Public Works Operations & Maintenance 

1. Replaced 130 standard water meters with new radio read meters.  
2. Took down Halloweentown props and decorations and put in storage. 
3. Repaired water meter that was damaged by a car at Columbia Community Mental Health. 
4. Continued work on storm drain extension on N. 17th Street, south of Wyeth Street. 
5. Serviced and/or made repairs on 26 vehicles or equipment. 
6. Responded to five after-hours call-outs.  
7. See complete reports. 

 
Water Filtration Facility 

1. Produced 40.3 million gallons of filtered drinking water, an average of 1.3 million gal/day. 
2. Attended PALL workshop designed for operators of PALL membrane filtration facilities.  
3. Began inquiries on multi-year change out of the filtration modules.  
4. See complete report. 

 
Waste Water Treatment Plant 
1. Worked on updating Columbia City IGA for compliance with pretreatment regulations. 
2. Had various electrical issues with aerators. Repaired two of them and returned to service.  
3. Cleaned contact tanks.  
4. Flushed septage receiving station and checked calibration. 
5. See complete report. 

 To: The Mayor and Members of City Council 
 

From: 
Sue Nelson, Public Works Engineering Director 
Neal Sheppeard, Public Works Operations Director 

Date: 21 December 2016 

Subject: November Status Summary 
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Engineering Department Status Report 
12 December 2016 

 

 

 

 
 

WATER PROJECTS 
2MG Reservoir Rehab Project 

Testing of the interior of the reservoir concluded that the proposed coating product would not perform as 

intended due to the condition of the nearly 100-year old concrete. Working with the Project Engineer, 

Contractor, and product representative, a higher quality coating material was selected. This product, 

Carboline Reactamine, will be applied over a permeable fabric layer that will mechanically attached to the 

interior walls and floor of the reservoir.  This will provide additional structural support and ensure that the 

Reactamine adheres properly. The drawback is that this product, with the fabric and mechanical attachment, 

will be more costly. However, it will also almost double the life expectancy of the reservoir from the 

originally approved coating product to at least 20 years, still making this a cost-effective method to preserve 

the usefulness of this facility.  The Council approved a contract amendment on December 7, 2016 to 

incorporate these changes into the contract and scope of work.  

 

 

DEVELOPMENT PROJECTS 

St. Helens Marina River Street RV Park 

The Contractor continues construction of five new RV spaces to be located north of the existing boat ramp at 

the St. Helens Marina. 

 

St. Helens Marina Wyeth Street RV Park 

Plans were approved for improvements of an expansion of the RV park near the St. Helens Marina.  Five 

new RV spots have been approved for construction on the north side of the existing RV park. 

 

Elk Ridge Estates Phase VI 

There has been little to no progress made by the Developer’s contractor on the remaining public 

improvements for this development.  A new Preliminary Plat approval from the Planning Commission was 

approved in November. This will allow the Developer to continue with the remaining infrastructure 

construction to complete Phase 6 of the multi-phase development.  

 

Sykes Road Development 

No change in status since last month: A final walk-thru with Engineering and Public Works staff, the Project 

Engineer, the Contractor, and the Owner was held on August 25, 2016.  The project infrastructure 

construction was reviewed and a few finishing touches were suggested, to be completed by the Owner. New 

sewer, water, and storm drain public mains will be accepted by the City upon delivery of a 2-year warranty 

bond from the Owner. 

 

 

SANITARY SEWER AND STORM DRAIN PROJECTS 
Godfrey Park Storm Drain Project 

This project is complete with the exception of planning of vegetation for restoration of disturbed areas.  This 

activity will be delayed until spring, when plant survivability will be better.  
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N. 11th Street, Lot 7 

Work was started by a private contractor to install a new storm pipe through a section of open ditch on the 

east side of N. 11th Street. This is very similar to a project a few years ago where the property owner installed 

a pipe on the west side of N. 10th Street, immediately adjacent to the proposed project. Construction was 

temporarily halted until the Project Engineer and Developer were able to resolve a conflict with a natural gas 

main.  Work is expected to be complete before the end of the month.  

 

 

STREET AND TRANSPORTATION PROJECTS 
Gable Road Improvement Project 

No change in status as of 12-13-16: Columbia County Road Department is still waiting to receive the revised 

grant agreement from ODOT.  The City will be partnering with the County to oversee all aspects of this 

large-scale improvement project.  Construction of improvements on Gable Road between Highway 30 and 

Columbia Blvd. may begin as early as late 2017 and will include widening of the travel lanes, the addition of 

bike lanes, new sidewalks, and additional safety features. 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS PROJECTS 

Sand Island Dock Ramp Replacement Project 

All repair work has been completed on both dock facilities at Sand Island, including replacement of the 

damaged ramp on the north dock.  The majority of costs for the repairs will be reimbursed by a Marine 

Board grant.  

 

Right-of-Way and Construction Permits 

There were six Right-of-Way or Construction permits issued in November 2016 – four to Comcast for new 

service installations; one to NW Natural for a repair; and one to Century Link for installation of a vault. 
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Parks Department for November 2016 
 

 

 

Parks Department November 2016 

Daily duties were performed which include: cleaning restrooms, garbage pickup, 

Sand Island maintenance, and general parks maintenance. 

 

Clean and prepared the Memorial for the Veterans Day celebration  

Helped PW take down the tent on the veneer property and put it in storage 

Bonfire clean up and removal of all the nails 

Assisted in the storage of all the decorations associated with Halloweentown 

Placed most of the picnic tables in storage 

Removed graffiti from Columbia View restrooms 

Removed graffiti from the sidewalk on Oakwood 

Repaired stall doors at Columbia View restrooms 

Replaced broken and vandalized TP dispensers at Columbia View 

Transported an electrician to Sand Island to repair restrooms 

Assisted in repairing the Sand Island restrooms 

Collected wood for the next bon fire on Dec 10, part of the tree lighting activities 

Collected wood for the burn barrels to be used on Dec 10 for same activities  

Searched and found a Christmas tree 

Transported and placed the Christmas tree in the Plaza 

Put lights on the tree 

Put out the street decorations 
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Public Works Work Report 

November 2016 
 

 

Water Dept: 

Installed 130 radio read meters 

Barkdusted meter boxes to prevent freezing 

Read heavy users 

Repaired meter at CCMH that car ran over 

Repaired 6” main on N. 2
nd

 St. 

Tore down Halloweentown 

 

Sewer Dept: 

Worked on N. 17
th

 St. storm project 

Tapped for new 8” service at St. Helens Marina 

Put out rat poison at 1911 Columbia Blvd. 

TVed sewer plug at 444 S. 13
th

 St. – customer’s problem 

Tore down Halloweentown 

 

Call-Outs: 

Unplug storm drain on S. 4
th

 St. 

Storm drain problem at SH Marina – contractor to fix 

Unplug storm drain at 4
th

 & West 

Put more sand out for sandbags 

Unplug storm drain on Allendale Ave. 

 

Miscellaneous: 

Swept streets  

Mowed ROWs 

Marked 46 locates 

Checked wells & reservoirs daily 
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     Monthly Report  

11/7/16  

PW #39 Replaced the starter tested the battery  

PW #54 Installed a new battery  

 

11/8/16 

PW Started and test ran the sanders tuned up the small sander  

 

11/9/16 

Shop  Cleaned the office floor and swept up the shop area also put away supplies  

Parks  Stopped by the parks shop to see if anything needed to be repaired  

 

11/10/ 16  

PW Moved unused Halloweentown beverages from the parks shop to city hall and also unloaded the 

old green bread van In front of city hall and put it in city Hall  

Shop  Cleaned the restroom and shop floor  

 

11/14/16 

PW Fabricated dividers for some storage boxes  

PW Checked on the equipment 

Parks  Checked on the equipment  

Office  Called and ordered parts for the Doosan also called on prices for a plow for the small sander  

 

11/15/16 

Office  Computer work  

PW #34 Tightened up the battery cables  

PW Painted dividers for the storage boxes and delivered to public work  

Parks #8 Installed new headlights  

 

11/16/16 

Parks  #60 Repaired right front tire  

PW #4 Installed and fabricated tie downs for the rear of the sander also removed the wing on the 

box of the sander  

 

11/17/16 

Office  Computer work  

PW Safety meeting  

Shop  unloaded a truck  

PW Went through equipment that should go into an auction 

Brett  off ½ hour early   

 

11/18/16 

Shop  Cleaned the restroom and shop sink  

PW #34 Installed a new bit in the hammer  

PW #41 Full service  

PW Installed a new starter chord on a chop saw 

Brett  Gone 2hrs early  
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11/21/16 

Office  Computer work  

Shop  Removed the hydraulic cylinder on the fork lift mast also removed the tilt cylinder and took 

them both over to the rebuild shop for repair’s  

PW #18 Replaced the heater sensor and pig tail  

PW Cut chains for the Hospital property  

Keith  Vacation day  

 

11/22/16 

Office  Computer work  

CRFR Helped clean out the catch basin on the training grounds  

Shop  Cleaned out the wash rack catch basin  

Keith  Vacation day    

 

11/23/16 

Office  Computer work worked on vehicle records  

Shop  Checked on parts for the forklift  

Keith  Vacation day  

 

11/28/16 

PW #34 Went over and looked at the hammer on the excavator to see if it had a problem  

PW #16 Filled up the DEF reservoir 

Shop  Installed a hydraulic cylinder and tilt cylinder on the Forklift   

 

11/29/16 

Office  Computer work worked on the records for Matt most of the day  

Police  S-9 Full service and replaced front pads and front tires  

 

11/30/16 

Office  Computer work also worked on records for Matt all day again  

PW Repaired a Jumping Jack  

PW Went to a Demo at Public works for a camera van upgrade  

WWTP  Cleaned up an electrical box cover    
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Water Filtration Facility Journal 

November 2016 
Water Production: 40.3 million gallons 1.34 million gallons per day 

 

Week 1 Produced and sent November OHA reports to the State. Performed monthly check on fire 

extinguishers. Sent sewer readings to Columbia City public works.  Finishing up on performing the CIP 

(Cleaning in Place) on the filtration racks.  Looking into the availability and the costs for doing a change out of 

the filtration modules.  What kind of contract will we need with PALL ie long term, perhaps 5 years?  5 years 

because the change out could be done a rack of 52 modules each year to stagger the longevity life of a 

membrane.  The modules are projected to have a 10 year life.  The 227 modules we have in place were ALL 

installed at the same time within a week of each other, so they have ALL reached the end of their productive life 

and we are beginning to filter water on “borrowed time”.  There is not a “pop up” thermometer or gauge that 

signals that a membrane has quit working or is done, they just stop producing the high quality, safe drinking 

water, and when that happens, that is not the time to begin searching and making arrangements for membrane 

replacement schedules.  The City has $750,000 worth of modules working faithfully producing drinking water 

24 hours a day and we really need to give this project some diligent consideration in initiating a replacement 

schedule and proactive plan before the WFF crashes.  I was able to attend the NWMOA (Oregon membrane 

operators) workshop in Bend, Oregon.  Was delighted to see the process modifications they had installed that 

came from modifications we made on our own system and then to mention that these process ideas came from 

the suggestions they got from me when they toured our plant a few years ago.       

 

Week 2 Gathered the LT2 (Cryptosporidium) sample.  Was privileged to attend the first of a PALL sponsored 

membrane workshop in Cottage Grove.  This workshop was put together by PALL and only the PALL 

membrane plant operators in Oregon were in attendance.  This was a meeting of the membrane facilities to get 

to meet the Oregon operators, discuss problems they have been experiencing and have our questions answered 

by 5 PALL representatives that were with us on site.  We had the opportunity to “vent” or share our trials and 

tribulations within our individual plants, who we call for assistance and to build a bridge with PALL to get 

assistance to help us resolve our facility problems.  Up until this day, none of the Oregon PALL facilities have 

had PALL help without “bags of money” and no one to contact for help when we need it.  PALL is trying to 

mend the net of support.  With this workshop, PALL took extensive notes and is in the process of putting 

together a network of PALL technicians with contact numbers and e-mails that we will have in place to assist us 

with operational needs.  The workshop seemed to have a good success rate among the plant attendees.  The next 

PALL workshop is scheduled to be in Newport for the southern section of PALL plants in that area of Oregon. I 

made contact with PALL technicians and representatives to get information about module replacement 

schedules and who we need to work with.  Our facility seems to be the oldest system, so the other facilities are 

interested in what PALL will have in place for this important project.  The workshop also put into the planning 

stages of how the other PALL facilities might be able to have access to a “joint inventory pool” to draw from 

when replacing failed parts in their process.  Each plant might come to the aid of other systems that we have a 

part they need NOW and not have a 6 week lead time to get the part, then the part is ordered and replaced back 

to us to put back in our inventory.  The workshop was well presented and it was good to meet the other 

PWS 4100724 

P.O. Box 278 

St. Helens, OR 97051 

PH: (503) 397-1311 FAX: (503) 397-3351 

City of St. Helens, Oregon 
Public Works  

Water Filtration Facility 
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operators, foreman and managers of the PALL network of membrane facilities. I would like to take this moment 

to thank the Public Works Director, Neal Sheppeard, for extending to me the opportunity to attend this 

particular ground-breaking workshop. Truly appreciated.  

 

Week 3 Received delivery of Chlorine for the WFF process. Had the annual smoke detectors inspection 

performed.  Had to reboot the SCADA computer system, froze up and would not allow us to interact with the 

PLC program.   

 

Week 4 Order in for chlorine delivery at the beginning of next month.  Working on when we will need caustic 

and it appears that it will be extremely close to the Christmas holiday days, I am sure it will work out just right 

for us. New phone system training beginning today.  There is a lot more phone there than we will ever use here 

at the WFF.  

 

 

Howie Burton and Guy Davis, City of St. Helens – Public Works Filtration Facility Operators 
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WWTP Monthly Operations and Maintenance Report  
November 2016 

To: Sue Nelson 

From: Aaron Kunders 

 

 

Secondary System Report 

• 11/1-Pulled wire to aerator #15 and found blown wire.  Pulled on shore and will call 

McCoy Elec. 

• 11/1-Checked SolarBee D and found no power to the unit.  Found a circuit board 

failure and ordered a new one. 

• 11/14-Reed Electric here to pick up aerator #5. 

• 11/15-Installed new circuit board on SolarBee D and still no power at the unit.  Pulled 

wire and found that a critter chewed through the line and is what probably shorted out 

the board. 

• 11/22-Replaced battery on SolarBee F. 

• 11/22-Replaced flood light near sampler at mill end of lagoon. 

• 11/23-Aerator #25 back from Reed and ready to be installed. 

• 11/28-Replaced weather head on aerator #15. 

 

Primary System Report 

• Cleaned shore line with vacuum trailer. 

 

Pump Stations 

• 11/22-PS#1-Cleaned grease off walls. 

 

Sodium Hypochlorite System 

• 3568 gallons used this month. 

• 3737 gallons used last month. 

• 11/30-Hypo delivery-5100 gallons 

 

Call-outs 

• No after hour call time for November 

 

Plant 

• 11/1-Cleaned North contact tank. 

• 11/2-Cleaned South contact tank. 

• 11/8-Flushed septage receiving station with water and to check calibration. 

• 11/16-Hauler road being paved. 

• 11/18-Worked on TSS vacuum pump and got spare ready in case. 

• 11/28-Cleaned grit and rock out of headworks channel 2. 

• 11/30-Cleaned North contact tank. 
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Pretreatment 

• 11/2-Talked to attorney about the IGA with Columbia City regarding the sewer use 

ordinance. 

• 11/16-Local limits testing. 

• 11/20-Meeting with Steve Anderson. 

• 11/29-Put wireless card in septage receiving station to communicate directly with 

building computer. 

 

Other 

• 11/5-Truck 39 won’t restart.  Jumped to get it running and took it to Joint 

Maintenance.  They replaced the starter and it runs good now. 

 

Next Month 

• Local limits testing. 
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