
12/30/2016 9:22 AM 

The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 

 
Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 

For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

 
City of St. Helens 

COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, January 4, 2017, 1:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens 

 
Welcome!  

All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room.  When invited to provide comment regarding items not on 
tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your name only.  
You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council.  If you wish to address a specific item on the agenda, you should 
make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up.  The Council has the authority to grant or deny your 
request.  Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.  
  

1. Oaths of Office:  Mayor and Council Positions 2 and 4 1:00 p.m. 

2. Oaths of Office:  Joe Hogue as Lieutenant and Matt Molden as Sergeant 1:05 p.m. 

3. Introduction of new K-9 Officer Ryder 1:10 p.m. 

4. Visitor Comments 1:15 p.m. 

5. Discuss Council Appointments - Mayor Scholl 1:20 p.m. 

6. Update on Sewer Rates for McNulty PUD Customers - Matt 1:25 p.m. 

7. Discuss Proposal for 2017 Fireworks Display - John 1:35 p.m. 

8. Department Reports 1:50 p.m. 

9. Council Reports 2:10 p.m. 

10. Executive Session:  ORS 192.660(2)(e) Real Property Transactions 2:30 p.m. 

11. Other Business  

12. Next Work Session Items  

13. Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
• January 2, New Year’s Day Observed, All City Offices Closed 
• January 4, 1:00 p.m., Council Work Session, Council Chambers 
• January 4, 7:00 p.m., Council Regular Session, Council Chambers 
• January 10, 7:00 p.m., Planning Commission, Council Chambers 
• January 10, 7:15 p.m., Library Board, Columbia Center Auditorium 
• January 16, Martin Luther King Jr. Day, All City Offices Closed 

14. Future Public Hearing(s)/Forum(s):   
• March 15, 6:30 p.m., Comprehensive Plan Map Amendment/Zone Change 

 

City Council Members 
Mayor Rick Scholl 

Council President Doug Morten 
Councilor Keith Locke 
Councilor Susan Conn 

Councilor Ginny Carlson  
www.ci.st-helens.or.us 

Happy New Year! 
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COUNCIL MEETING – 01/04/17 

TO: CITY COUNCIL 

FROM: MATT BROWN 

SUBJECT: MCNULTY PUD / CITY SEWER ACCOUNTS 

DATED REPORT: JANUARY 4, 2017 

  

Greetings Council,  

A couple months back, I informed you of 2 more “Easter Eggs” staff and myself found when we began the new McNulty 
PUD user billings. I have received usage information and followed the same process of informing the 2 locations of the 
potential changes and invitation to the afternoon’s work session as well as the evening meeting to make any comments.  

The chart on the next page shows the 2 properties and the same calculation used in the prior McNulty billings along with 
any notes regarding the account changes. 

In the agenda is a resolution with these 2 additional properties listed along with the past properties. All of these rates 
will be effective through Feb of next (2018) year when I will review the rates again with updated usage information from 
McNulty PUD. The McNulty rates will adjust similarly to other rates that see rate changes when they go into effect. 

I’m happy to answer any questions. 

Thank you,  

Matt Brown 
Finance Director 
City of St. Helens 
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Address: 35285 Millard Road  NOTES: 

         Customer is Columbia Soil & Water 
Conservation District. Customer was 
supposed to forward a copy of final 
inspection for the City to know when to 
setup their sewer account. The City never 
received the final inspection and no account 
was ever setup. This was back in June 2011. I 
am not seeking past payments, just 
payments moving forward. Staff is 
recommending a LOW volume rate for this 
customer based on its current usage. 

Current Bill:   $               ‐      ‐ Current Sewage Fixed 

    $               ‐     Current Monthly Bill Amt 

       

McNulty Usage:             5,142    ‐ Per Year CF 

                  429    ‐ Per Month CF 

                4.29    ‐ City's Volume Calc (CCF) (CF/100) 

       

            6.5764    ‐ Current LOW Volume Rate (outside)

              28.18    ‐ City's Volume Sewage Bill 

       

Fixed >   $        19.09     

Usage >   $        28.18     

    $        47.27    ‐New Bill Amount Would Be 

    

   
Address: 34950 Pittsburg Road  NOTES: 

      Residential customer with McNulty Water 
and St. Helens Sewer service. Current Bill:   $        95.08    ‐ Current Sewage Fixed 

    $        95.08   Current Monthly Bill Amt 

       

McNulty Usage:           11,354    ‐ Per Year CF 

                  946    ‐ Per Month CF 

                9.46    ‐ City's Volume Calc (CCF) (CF/100) 

       

            6.5764    ‐ Current LOW Volume Rate (outside)

              62.22    ‐ City's Volume Sewage Bill 

       

Fixed >   $        19.09     

Usage >   $        62.22     

    $        81.31    ‐New Bill Amount Would Be 
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Resolution No. 1773  Page 1 of 2 
   

City of St. Helens 
RESOLUTION NO. 1773 

 
A RESOLUTION TO ESTABLISH A FIXED SEWER UTILITY RATE FOR 

OUTSIDE CITY LIMITS CUSTOMERS ON MCNULTY PUD WATER 
  
 WHEREAS, pursuant to St. Helens Municipal Code Title 13, Water, Sewer, and Storm 
Drainage Utility rates and charges are to be established by resolution; and 
 
 WHEREAS, on January 4, 2017, a public comment opportunity was held by the City 
Council to provide information about the proposed schedule for utility rate increases; and 
 

WHEREAS, the Council deliberated on January 4, 2017. 
 
 NOW THEREFORE, THE CITY OF ST. HELENS RESOLVES AS FOLLOWS: 
 
 Section 1. The sewer utility rates and charges set forth in Exhibit 1 attached hereto 
and made a part thereof by this reference, are hereby adopted. 
 
 Section 2. This Resolution implements increases effect for the first full billing cycle on 
Feb 1, 2017. 
 

Approved and adopted by the City Council on January 4, 2017, by the following vote: 
 
  Ayes:   
 
  Nays:  
 
 
       
 Rick Scholl, Mayor 
ATTEST: 
 
   
Kathy Payne, City Recorder 
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City of St. Helens 
McNulty PUD Water Users – Sewage Charges by City of St. Helens 

 
The City of St. Helens is establishing Sewage and Storm rates for customers that have locations outside 
of city Limits, thus receiving water from McNulty PUD Water. Volume rates are based on each 100 
cubic feet (ccf) of water averaged over a calendar’s previous year.  
 
Estimated Schedule of Utility Rates: 
 
McNulty Usage Report on Volume from January – December 2016 will determine  
Sewage/Storm rates to be adopted in February 2017 
 
McNulty Usage Report on Volume from January – December 2017 will determine  
Sewage/Storm rates to be adopted in February 2018 
 
The following table lists rates for customers outside the City of St. Helens receiving water from 
McNulty PUD. The City of St. Helens Finance Director will report each February to the City Council any 
changes with a resolution for new fees based on prior year usage. 
 

LOCATION OF CUSTOMER  CITY SEWAGE RATE 

35369 Millard Road  $97.63 

58581 Columbia River Highway  $55.75 

58606 Kavanagh Avenue  $38.42 

58563 Columbia River Highway  $25.54 

35531 Firway Lane  $63.00 

35031 Millard Road  $34.04 

58209 Columbia River Highway  $2,178.08 

35285 Millard Road  $47.27 

34950 Pittsburg Road  $81.31 

 

 

Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



Navigate using Bookmarks or by clicking on an agenda item.



  

 

Memorandum 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
 
Subject: Administration & Community Development Dept. Report 
 
Date:  January 4, 2017 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Planning Division Report attached. 
 
Business License Reports attached. 
 
Suggestion Box Report attached. 
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CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
 To: City Council   Date: 12.28.2016 
 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION 
Assistant Planner and I attended the annual Legal Issues for Planners workshop in Portland. 
 
Conducted a pre-application meeting for a potential nursery at 1899 Old Portland Road. 
 
Conducted a pre-application meeting for a potential storage site at a property just north of 1875 Old 
Portland Road. 
 
Worked on preparing code amendments and related items as they relate to code amendments for the St. 
Helens Waterfront Framework Plan. 
 
December and January are usually “slow” months where we can get ahead on projects because the day-to-
day stuff is less demanding.  This isn’t the case this December.  Others at City Hall feel the same. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CODE ENFORCEMENT  
Sent letter regarding unfulfilled conditions for a storage use at 516 Milton Way.  Some potential 
movement on a land use issue. 
 
Assisted with a fence complaint on the 100 block of N. 11th Street.  Building Dept. taking lead. 
 
PLANNING COMMISSION (& acting HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION) 
December 13, 2016 meeting (outcome): The Commission denied a yard (setback) and lot coverage 
Variance request for 325 N. 4th.  The Commission also discussed preliminary zoning changes related to 
the St. Helens Waterfront Framework Plan. 
 
January 10, 2017 meeting (upcoming): The Commission will discuss preliminary zoning changes related 
to the St. Helens Waterfront Framework Plan, the plan itself and, if staff can draft a preliminary draft in 
time, related code text amendments. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) 
Software updates; provided to other GIS users. 
 
MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
RARE program staff met with the Mainstreet/Community Coordinator and I as a routine part of the 
program. 
 
A bit of dialogue this month from SHEDCO members about the role of the Mainstreet Coordinator.  This 
involved reaching out to the RARE program itself.  
 
ASSISTANT PLANNER—In addition to routine tasks, the Assistant Planner has been working on: 
See attached. 

This report does not indicate all current planning activities over the past report period.  These are tasks, processing and administration of the Development Code 
which are a weekly if not daily responsibility.  The Planning Commission agenda, available on the City’s website, is a good indicator of current planning 
activities.  The number of building permits issued is another good indicator as many require Development Code review prior to Building Official review. 
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Jacob Graichen

From: Jennifer Dimsho
Sent: Friday, December 16, 2016 1:55 PM
To: Jacob Graichen
Subject: December Planning Department Report

GRANTS 
1. McCormick Picnic Shelter Grant (16k grant, 30k project) – Confirmed delivery of shelter for January. Received 

building permit approval 
2. Travel Oregon Grant – Organized review of 7 received proposals with a 6‐member selection committee. 

Consultant selected and notified all firms. Drafted contract for approval at Dec 21 Council.   Branding & 
Wayfinding Master Plan work to begin ASAP 

3. Reviewed, helped prepare, and submitted EPA Community‐Wide Assessment (CWA) Grant Application 
(Deadline: Dec. 22) using the grants.gov system. Award potential is 300k for petroleum and hazardous substance 
assessment. Included 15‐page application narrative, required attachments, and letters of support from over 10 
local and state agencies 

4. Researched Oregon Community Foundation’s Community Grants Program (Deadline Jan 15. Awards from 5k‐
50k) for ACC Salmon Tree Cycle Project. Verified eligibility and began application preparation 

5. Researched OPRD’s Veterans War Memorials Grant Program for McCormick Park memorial expansion to include 
recent conflicts (Deadline: Feb 17) 
 

EPA AWP  
6. Helped prepare Framework Plan adoption materials 

 
URBAN RENEWAL 

7. Kept urban renewal webpage up‐to‐date with materials. Reviewed projects list, handout, boundary, etc. 
8. Organized one‐on‐one meetings with affected taxing districts 
 

MISC 
9. Attended E‐permitting information session for Building Department on Dec. 1 
10. Attended OAPA Legal Issues in Portland on Dec. 2 
11. Reviewed CAT’s Housing Needs Analysis Committee materials (goals, minutes, existing conditions report, 

timeline)  
12. Columbia County Year of Wellness (YoW) Debrief– Attended final YoW meeting on Dec 15. Group with merge 

with Columbia Health Coalition (CHC) 
13. Updated various trackers and other Planning Department and Planning Commission files for 2017 

 
Jenny Dimsho 
Assistant Planner 
City of St. Helens 
(503) 366‐8207 
jdimsho@ci.st‐helens.or.us 
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SSuuggggeessttiioonn  BBooxxeess  

H:\Kathy\~Executive_Secretary\Suggestion Boxes\Reports\2016\122116 Suggestion Box Report.doc Page 1 of 1 Updated 12/13/2016 

 

 

City Hall – 1st Floor Lobby/2nd Floor Lobby /Council Chambers Lobby/ Municipal Court Lobby/ Water Department Lobby 
Date 

Received 

 

Comment 

 

Suggestion 

Response  

Requested? 

Name and Contact  

Information 

Overall Customer 

Service Rating 

Date to Council 

for Review 

Staff 

Assigned 

Staff Follow-up 

Actions 

Date 

Closed 

None received. 

 

Library 
Date 

Received 

 

Comment 

 

Suggestion 

Response  

Requested? 

Name and Contact  

Information 

Overall Customer 

Service Rating 

Date to Council 

for Review 

Staff 

Assigned 

Staff Follow-up 

Actions 

Date 

Closed 

12/3/16 The ladies working went 

beyond what I could have 

asked for with 

information. 

You guys are amazing! ☺ No Krista Perron Great 12/21/16 Margaret N/A 12/13/16 
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