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The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 
and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 

 
Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 

For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

 
City of St. Helens 

COUNCIL WORK SESSION AGENDA 
Wednesday, February 3, 2016, 1:00 p.m. 
City Council Chambers, 265 Strand Street, St. Helens 

 
Welcome!  

All persons planning to address the Council, please sign-in at the back of the room.  When invited to provide comment regarding items not on 
tonight’s agenda, please raise your hand to be recognized, walk to the podium in the front of the room to the right, and state your name only.  
You are not required to give your address when speaking to the City Council.  If you wish to address a specific item on the agenda, you should 
make your request known to the Mayor as soon as possible before the item comes up.  The Council has the authority to grant or deny your 
request.  Agenda times and order of items are estimated and are subject to change without notice.  
  

1. Visitor Comments 1:00 p.m. 

2. Semi-Annual Senior Center Report – Cheryl Young, Center Manager 1:05 p.m. 

3. Request from St. Helens Boosters – Kyle Boggs, Boosters President 1:15 p.m. 

4. Overview of Five-Year Financial Forecast – Jon Ellis 1:25 p.m. 

5. Update on New Phone System – John Walsh 1:45 p.m. 

6. Department Reports 2:00 p.m. 

7. Council Reports 2:20 p.m. 

8. Executive Session:  ORS 192.660(2)(e) Real Property Transactions 2:40 p.m. 

9. Other Business  

10. Next Work Session Items  

11. Upcoming Dates to Remember: 
• February 3, Council Work Session, 1:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• February 3, Council Public Hearing, 5:30 p.m., Council Chambers 
• February 3, Council Public Hearing, 6:30 p.m., Council Chambers 
• February 3, Council Regular Session, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• February 8, Parks Commission, 4:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• February 9, Planning Commission, 7:00 p.m., Council Chambers 
• February 15, Presidents’ Day, All City Offices Closed  

 
12. Future Public Hearing(s)/Forum(s):   

• February 3, 5:30 p.m., PH:  Appeal of Denial of Conditional Use Permit 
• February 3, 6:30 p.m., PH:  Annexation of 35092 Pittsburg Road  

 

City Council Members 
Mayor Randy Peterson 

Council President Doug Morten 
Councilor Keith Locke 
Councilor Susan Conn 

Councilor Ginny Carlson  
www.ci.st-helens.or.us 
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   Jan. 14, 2016     
 
 

St. Helens City Council 
 
 

To Council Members: 
 

We are writing to request a donation for our annual St. Helens Sports Booster Auction. We 
have discussed some options and thought you might consider donating one of the following 
items: A month’s worth of payment on a water bill (could be capped at a set dollar amount) 
or a one-time rental of one of the city parks.  
 
We are a non-profit booster athletic club that supports St. Helens High School and Middle 
School sports. Our mission is to promote wholesome athletic activities for our young people. 
We are in the midst of raising money for the demolition of dilapidated tennis courts at St. 
Helens High School and the installation of new courts. Currently we have raised $123,000 for 
the $190,000 project. This is in addition to purchasing equipment and uniforms for teams, 
rewarding athletes with meals and scholarships, and other projects. 
 
We would greatly appreciate any items that you can donate to our oral and/or silent auction 
held on May 7, 2016, with the expected attendance of more than 200 guests. We will gladly 
provide a tax receipt for any donation. Our tax ID number is 93-0911196. 
 
Thank you for taking your time, 
 
 
 
Kyle Boggs 
St. Helens Sports Booster Club President 
541-609-8547 

 
 

 
 
 

 

St. Helens Sports 
Booster club 

P.O. Box 321 St. Helens OR 97051 
www.sthelensboosters.com 
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Memorandum 
 
To:  Mayor and City Council 
 
From:  John Walsh, City Administrator 
 
Subject: Administration & Community Development Dept. Report 
 
Date:  February 3, 2016 
____________________________________________________________________________________ 

 
Planning Division Report attached. 
 
Business License Reports attached. 
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CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 
 To: City Council   Date: 1.26.2016 
 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 
 
 
 
 
PLANNING ADMINISTRATION 
Helped review the draft Existing Conditions report created by the City’s Maul Foster & Alongi 
consultants for the waterfront area-wide plan effort. 
 
DEVELOPMENT CODE ENFORCEMENT  
After receiving some indirect complaints about a certain busing posting advertising on utility poles, I 
contacted the business owner who said they would have them removed.   
 
PLANNING COMMISSION (& acting HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION) 
January 12, 2016 meeting (outcome): The Commission had two public hearings.  The Commission 
recommended adoption of the latest batch of code amendments to the Council.  The Commission also 
recommended approval of an annexation at 35092 Pittsburg Road.  The Council is the approval authority 
on these matters. 
 
I also asked for feedback on how to address a land use permit (Site Design Review) issue for 1965 Old 
Portland Road.  This was part of the Commission’s acceptance agenda. 
 
February 9, 2016 meeting (upcoming): One public hearing is scheduled for a major modification of a 
Conditional Use Permit at 1809 Columbia Boulevard.  This is required due to request for expansion of 
floor area for the proposed use. 
 
The Commission will also address its annual chair and vice chair positions selection. 
 
GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) 
Starting to explore attaining new aerial imagery.  The most recent imagery we personally possess as a city 
is from 2009.  
 
Assisted EcoNorthwest, a consultant firm utilized by the City, with some GIS data for their work with us. 
 
MAIN STREET PROGRAM 
Worked with the Community Coordinator to finish the 1st quarterly assessment required by the RARE 
program. 
 
UPCOMING LAND USE ISSUES BEFORE COUNCIL 
On Feb. 3rd, the Council will have two public hearings.  One is an appeal of a denial of a Conditional Use 
Permit by the Planning Commission at 1771 Columbia Boulevard.  Please avoid ex parte contacts on this 
matter; some controversy is possible.  This will be followed by an annexation along Pittsburg Road, 
which shows no controversy thus far. 
 
ASSISTANT PLANNER—In addition to routine tasks, the Assistant Planner has been working on: 
See attached. 

This report does not indicate all current planning activities over the past report period.  These are tasks, processing and administration of the Development Code 
which are a weekly if not daily responsibility.  The Planning Commission agenda, available on the City’s website, is a good indicator of current planning 
activities.  The number of building permits issued is another good indicator as many require Development Code review prior to Building Official review. 
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Jacob Graichen

From: Jennifer Dimsho
Sent: Tuesday, January 26, 2016 11:37 AM
To: Jacob Graichen
Subject: January Planning Department Report

Here are my additions for the January Planning Department Report. 
 

1.       Arts & Cultural Commission (ACC): Gateway Sculpture Phase 2 Project – Met with Ampersand Productions on 
01/15 for Kickstarter video plan and worked on pre‐production. Continued drafting content for Kickstarter 
campaign.   Held Sub‐Committee meeting and attended ACC meeting to update group.  

2.       Collaborated with Columbia Community Mental Health on a Mobile Crisis Services Grant Application (Potentially 
750k for 3 years of programming) – Met weekly at CCMH throughout January  

3.       Reviewed Draft Task #1 ‐Existing Conditions for AWP – Scheduled AWP Meeting #1 with Advisory Committee 
and prepared invite 

4.       Met with EcoNW to discuss Port of St. Helens IPP scope of work. Followed up with Port of St. Helens for grant 
reporting requirements. 

5.       Met with Col‐Pac to discuss Agora platform and how it could benefit the City for funding capital projects 
6.       Participated on the KOHI “City Talk” News Broadcast – 1/22 
7.       Began work on OPRD’s 2016 Local Government Grant Program for a parks picnic shelter ‐ Drafted cost 

estimates, letter of support, & application narrative 
8.       Helped prepare and submit application to Portland State University’s Oregon Innovation Award (Potential for 

1,000 hours of work from a student in the Center for Public Service program) 
9.       Researched OPRD’s Oregon Heritage Commission – Museum Grant Program Guidelines and met with CC 

Museum Curator to brainstorm potential projects 
10.   Attended Columbia Health Coalition at the Public Health Foundation of CC – 1/26 

 
Jennifer Dimsho 
Assistant Planner 
City of St. Helens 
(503) 366‐8207 
jdimsho@ci.st‐helens.or.us 
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January 27, 2016 

From: Margaret Jeffries, Library Director  

To: The Mayor and Members of the City Council  

Subject: Library Department Report  

 

 

 

 Soup Night with Award-winning Author Maggie Stuckey: 

Imagine living on a block where everyone knows everyone else, people trust and watch 

out for each other, children thrive, seniors feel safe, and a genuine sense of community 

replaces isolation. This isn’t a fantasy, and it isn’t time travel back to the 1950s; it’s 

happening right now, in communities all across the United States.  

In Soup Night: Recipes for Creating Community Around A Pot of Soup, Maggie Stuckey 

shares mouth-watering recipes, stories from neighbors around the country who have 

found success with their own Soup Nights, and practical advice for starting your own 

stress-free gathering.  

The St. Helens Public Library will host a Soup Night on February 18th, complete with 

soups made from recipes found in the book. Join us as Maggie shares practical tips 

about the writing life and how to build a genuine community through the simple act of 

sharing a meal.  

Maggie Stuckey is a versatile author and editor with eleven books to her credit. Several 

of her books have been selections of Book of the Month Club, and two recent books are 

bestsellers: Soup Night: Recipes for Creating Community Around a Pot of Soup, and 

The Bountiful Container: Create Container Gardens of Vegetables, Herbs, Fruits, and 

Edible Flowers. In 2014, Soup Night won a Silver Nautilus Award, given to “well-written 

and -produced books with messages about caring for, understanding, and improving 

every aspect of our lives and relationships.” In addition to writing, Maggie has appeared 

dozens of times on regional television magazine shows around the country, and is often 

invited back, has conducted 27 radio interviews, and was a guest on QVC’s popular 

show “In the Kitchen with David”. February 18th at 7:00 pm in the Library 
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Calling All Local Artists - The First Annual Recycled Book Art Show at the St. 

Helens Public Library: The Friends of the St. Helens Public Library are sponsoring the 

first annual Recycled Book Art Show which will be exhibited at the Library throughout 

the month of February 2016. Recycled art includes collage, assemblages, wall 

hangings, sculpture, and other 2 or 3-dimensional artwork. The Friends group is also 

accepting functional designs which include pieces that serve practical functions in the 

household, business or outdoor setting (for example, furniture, light fixtures, planters, 

birdhouses, et cetera). Keeping the showcase and wall space of the library in mind, we 

would like to suggest you submit a reasonably-sized art piece. Content should be 

geared toward an exhibition suitable for a public space.  

There are numerous recyclable books at the St. Helens Public Library for use in this 

show. These books will be available at the library during normal business hours – 

please ask library staff to direct you to those books that are available for recycled art 

projects. Deadline: Artworks will be accepted at the St. Helens Public Library on 

Saturday, January 30th from 10:00 a.m. to 2:00 p.m. Submission forms will be available 

when you turn your work in. If you are in need of more information please contact 

Barbara Weaving Lines at 503-397-9978. 

 

Teen Gaming Nights: 

Hang out and play games with friends! The library owns Wii-U, PS4, and XBOX One 

consoles, as well as iPads. There are many games to choose from for each platform. 

Stay for the entire time or drop in as long as you are able. Parents will need to sign a 

permission slip before teens will be allowed to participate.  

Wednesday, February 3, 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. - Auditorium  

Wednesday, February 17, 5:00 – 6:30 p.m. - Auditorium 
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Calendar 

 

2/1-2/29  Recycled Book Art Show, during Library hours 

2/3  Teen Game Night, 5-630pm, Auditorium 

2/6  Ukulele Class, 10am – Beginners, 11am – Continuing, Auditorium 

2/9  Library Board Meeting, 7:15pm, Auditorium 

2/13   Ukulele Class, 10am – Beginners, 11am – Continuing, Auditorium 

2/13   St. Helens Writers’ Guild, Noon-2pm, Armstrong Room 

2/17  Teen Game Night, 5-630pm, Auditorium 

2/18  Soup Night, 7pm, In the Library 

2/20  Ukulele Class, 10am – Beginners, 11am – Continuing, Auditorium 

2/24  Friends of the St. Helens Public Library, 530pm, Armstrong Room 

2/27  Ukulele Class, 10am – Beginners, 11am – Continuing, Auditorium 
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