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The Question

Law Librarians in the Library
- Beaverton and Tigard city libraries

- Each one evening per month

“I'm trying to find information on my
relative Frederick Wonn who sued the
government and won.

It was about the flooding of his orchard by
the grand coulee dam.”

Tigard Public Library



LEGAL RESEARCH



Searching for a name

Fred! /3 Wonn
« | =root expansion (Fred / Frederick)
« /3 = within three words (Fred W Wonn / Wonn, Fred)

Options
« General search
« Party name search



i 0 results for Fred! /2 Wonn * +
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Select Category . I - .

Results for: Fred! /3Wonn | 0 || Actions™
Cases 0

Cases (0)

No documents found in Cases.

Try the following:

+ Review your results in the other categories.

L]

Modify vour search (edit or remove some search terms or add synonyms).

L]

Check for spelling errors.

L]

Use the options available from the Actions menu above to modify your search.

L]

Mote: Some content may not be visible based on the restrictions of yvour subscription.
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Breakthrough

Semi-weekly Spokesman Review, Spokane, WA

-

February 13, 1931
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Orchardists Seeking Relief.

The owners of a large fruit or-
chard that ultimately will be
drowned when Grand Coulee reser-
voir fills, are in Washington try-
ing to negotiate a quick sale of
their property to the government.
But they are up against a law that
seems to prohibit government pur-
chase of their property at this time.

Willis Mahoney and F. W. Wonn,
owners of a large orchard near
Grand Coulee, contend that the
reclamation service, during some of
its preliminary work, impaired
their water supply by draining a
spring from which their orchard
was watered, They would like to
sell their land to the government,
and also want to be reimbursed
for past damages. .

March 30, 1947
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Semi-weekly Spokesman Review, Spokane, WA
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Appraiser Is Called in Trial
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The land, once operated by Co
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by a 27-mile-long equalization res.
ervoit as part of the Columbial

roject.

Questioned by Attorney Hart
Snyder, who_ls representing th
government, Mr, MeDonnel

v ibed the prope
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Testimony of Stephen J, McDon-
nell of Soap l.nlu an appraiser
was heard in federal court yester-

rial before Judﬁe
to determine the
i - ‘res of land four
miles north of Coulee City, con-
demned Iast yvear by the govern-
ment

The land, once operated by Co-
lumbin Basin Orchards, Inc., with
Fred W. Wonn, Seattle, as presi-
dent, is in an area to be flooded
by a 27-mile-long equalization res.
ervoir as part of the Columbia
basin project




Semi-weekly Spokesman Review, Spokane, WA

CONDEMNED LAND

Testimony in the land valuation
suit of the United States against
Columbia Basin Orchards, which be-
gan a week ago Monday, is expect-
ed to be completed in federal court
tomorrow,

The jury must determine the
value of 2 acres of land near
Coulee City the government has
condemned and which will be flood-
ed by the waters of the balancing
reservoir from Grand Coulee dam.

Government witnesses have testi-
fied the fair market value on the
land is approximately $25,000. Fred
Wonn, owner of most of the or-
chard company stock, yesterda
testified the property was wort
$250,000,

Emmett J. McKanna, Yakima
real estate dealer, a defense wit-
ness, testified the property, 200

worth $185,020,

September 24, 1947
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COULEE CITY, Wash., Sept. 26, dri
A federal jury in Judge Sam M.
‘Driver's court in Spokane vyester-
day set a valuation of $70,000 on E
the 562 acres formerly owned by
the Columbia Basin Orchards.

The property involved, tour
pt.|miles north of Coulee City, and |
on |incorporated by Mr, and Mrs. Fred |
on | Wonn, includes approximately 200
on|acres in orchards. It was con-|Tt
A |demned by the government June 4,  laj
as|1946, the acreage to become part nij
or-10f & reservoir in the Columbia lwe
by basin irrigation system. eq

' During the trial a wide variation
|1s|0f appraisals were given by expert of!
,.n,iwlt_nesses called to the stand. Their tu
At ‘estimates ranged from $25000 to st
of 1$250,000 for the land and extensive
‘od | Improvements, en
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Home ;s Advanced Search f Results

Select Category Results for: judges (sam /3driver) | & || Actions™
Cases o

Cases (0)

Mo documents found in Cases.
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Modify your search (edit or remove some search terms or add synonyms).
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Check for spelling errors.

Use the options available from the Actions menu above to modify your search.

L

L

Mote: Some content may not be visible based on the restrictions of vour subscription.
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Cases 8™

Results for: "columbia basin orchard" | & | | Actions~

1t Filters [ 1 I Jan01, 1950 to Dec 31, 1965

» Search Within Regults
Cases (8)

% Court

U By g LIl
~ Timeline o

_ & Columbia Basin Orchard v. United States
S Court of Federal Claims, Claims Court & Court of Claims Cases | United States Court of Claims | Jul 12, 1955 | 132 Ct. Cl. 445

Columbia Basin Orchard v. United States
2022 US Court of Federal Claims, Claims Court & Court of Claims Cases | United States Court of Claims | Mar 06,1950 | 116 Ct.CL 348

oLoL1sso | | 1zEiises |

O 3. €Y California v. United States
2th Circuit - US District Court Cases | United States District Court for the Morthern District of California, Morthern Division | Apr 18 1957 | 151F. Supp. 570

% Publication Status i
0 4. .. Madler Foundry & Mach. Co. v. United States

US Court of Federal Claims, Claims Court & Court of Claims Cases | United States Court of Claims | Jul 14,1958 | 143Ct.ClL 22

» Sources

% Practice Areas & Topics

LN

0 5. B Morth Counties Hydro-Electric Co. v. United States
US Court of Federal Claims, Claims Court & Court of Claims Cases | United States Court of Claims | May 08, 1957 | 138 Ct. CL 380

» Attorney
» Law Firm

0 6. [ B Amusement Co. v. United States
% Most Cited US Court of Federal Claims, Claims Court & Court of Claims Cases | United States Court of Claims | Jan 20,1960 | 148 Ct.Cl. 337
» Keyword

0 7. @At Crushed Coke Co. v. United States
» Judge US Court of Federal Claims, Claims Court & Court of Claims Cases | United States Court of Claims | May 08, 1957 | 138 Ct. CL 505
» Publisher

0 & [ Collins v. Greenville
SC Supreme Court Cases from 1867 | Supreme Court of South Carolina | Mow 05,1958 | 233 5.C.506
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columbia basin orchard
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Articles

Case law

Oregon courts  Select courts_ .

Google Scholar

Case law

Case law
Federal courts
Oregon courts
Select courts...

Any time

Since 2022
Since 2021
Since 2018
Custom range. ..

columbia basin orchard E

About 116 results (0.02 sec)

Columbia Basin Orchard v. United States
132 F. Supp. 707 { Court of Claims,| 1955 - Google Scholar

On June 4, 1346, defendant filed in the United States District Court for the Eastern District of Washington
a declaration of taking of title to some 560 acres of land within the boundaries of the Grand _..

77 Save Y9 Cite Cited by 89 How cited

Columbia Basin Orchard v. United States
88 F. Supp. 738, 116 Ct. Cl. 348 - Court of Claims, 1950 - Google Scholar

Plaintiffs say this water flowed down into Orchard Lake, which helped to flood the lake and to
cause its waters to become commingled with the waters of a spring which plaintiff used to irigate ...

77 Save Y9 Cite Cited by 19 How cited



United States Court of Claims

The Court of Claims was a federal court that heard claims against the United States government. It was established in 1855, renamed in 1948 to the United States Court of Claims

(67 Stat. 226&7), and abolished in 1982. Then, its jurisdiction was assumed by the newly created United States Court of Appeals for the Federal Circuit and United States Claims Court (96 Stat. 256),
which was later renamed the Court of Federal Claims.

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Court_of Claims

THE UNITED STATES
FEDERAL COURTS

without a jury, to determine issues of law and fact. The general jurisdiction of the court, described in 28

UNITED STATES
SUPREME COURT

& 1491 ' is over claims for ensation for the taking of private property, refund of
federal taxes, military and civilian pay and allowances, and damages for breaches of contracts with the
_ government. The court also possesses jurisdiction over claims for patent and copyright infringement
:;-i;gi?ﬁ:ﬁ%ifﬂ':ﬁik against the United States, as well as over certain suits by Indian tribes.

1 U.S. Court of Appeals for the

Federal Circult e I https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/United_States_Court_of Federal_Claims

U.S. DISTRICT COURTS

94 Judicial Districts and U.5. Bankruptcy Courts
U.S. Court of International Trade
U.5. Court of Federal Claims

Military Courts (Trial and ellate) @;ﬂi’
Cn:.lrt ::Yf Ap;eals frxl:lr \f:tsgf Claims E
U.5. Tax Court I i
Federal administrative agencies and boards \
_ U.S. District Court for the Southern District of Florida

https://www.flsd.uscourts.gov/federal-courts-teachers-students-and-lifelong-learners
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State of Oregon Law Library ' Patron Databasze Access

For All Dregunians Databases - All Oregonians (remote access)
Patron Database Access Available remotely on any device to all Oregonians
Oregon Appellate Court « BarBooks
Opinions and Briefs This online library includes all the legal treatises produced by the Oregon State Bar. Law library patrons can

request a digital token for use on any device. | Access Instructions

Research Guides

Create a Law Library Fastcase includes the United States Code, United States Supreme Court and Court of Appeals Cases; and cases,
Account statutes, regulations, court rules, constitutions, attorney general opinions, and session laws for Oregon, Alaska,
FAQs Arizona, California, Idaho, Montana, Nevada, and Washington

TR e il STt » Legal Information Reference Center (EBSCO) and Nolo books

History The Legal Information Reference Center is a great starting point for researching your legal issue. Available to all

Oregonians this resource provides access to full-text legal reference publications. A majority of the reference books

County Law Library Surveys are provided through Nolo, a respected provider of legal information for consumers and small businesses.



KeyCite Yellow Flag - Wegative Treatment
Called mto Doubt by Hansen v. U5, Fed C1., Apnl 11, 2003

132 F.Supp. 707
United States Court of Claims.

COLUMBIA BASIN ORCHARD,
Seattle Association of Credit
Men, Perham Fruit Corporation

V.

The UNITED STATES.

No. 48674.

I
July 12, 1955.

Synopsis

Action by orchard owners and holders of mortgages thereon
against United States to recover compensation for destruction
of fruit trees. The Court of Claims, Whataker, J., held that
where government bureau in connection with testing work
pumped water into the lake at same time that unusually heavy
rainfall occurred and lake flooded and contaminated orchard
irrigation spring and thereafter fruit trees were killed by
contaminated water from spring, contamination of spring was
unforeseen and action of government did not amount to the

taking of property.

Petition dismissed.

Opinion
WHITAKER. Judge.

On March 6, 1950, we dismissed plamntiffs' petition on the
ground that their right of action was barred by the statute
of limitations. 88 F.Supp. 738, 116 Ct.Cl 348. Thereafter

Congress passed an Act on May 21, 1954 |68 Stat. Part 2
**T708| p. A53 1 confernng *448 junsdiction on us to hear

plamntifts’ claim “notwithstanding the lapse of ttme * * * " and
the case 15 now before us on the merits.
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Private Law 370 CHAPTER 219

AN ACT May 21, 1054

21
To confer jurisdiction upon the Court of Claims to hear, determine, and render [H. R. 2033]
judgment upon certain claims of the Columbia Basin Orchard, the Seattle
Assoeiation of Credit Men, and the Perham Fruit Corporation.

Be it enacted by the Senate and Honxe of Representatives of the
United States of America in Congress assembled. That jurisdiction ig Columbia Basia,
hereby conferred upon the Court of Claims, notwithstanding the lapse others.
of time or any provision of law to the contrary, to hear, determine,
and render judgment upon all claims of the Columbia Basin Orchard,
the Seattle Association of Credit Men, and the Perham Fruit Corpora-
tion (all corporations of Washington) against the United States
arising out of the flooding, during the period beginning June 1, 1939,
and ending April 30, 1940, of certain real property owned by the said
Columbia Basin Orchard in Grant County, Washington, insofar as
such flooding was the result of certain drilﬁng operations carried out
by the Bureau of Reclamation in the course of its investigations
preliminary to the construction of a dam and an equalizing reservoir
in the Grand Coulee: Provided, however, That ughing contained in
this Act shall be construed as an inference of liability on the part of
the United States (GGovernment.

Skc. 2. All claims against the United States within the purview of
the first section of this Act shall be forever barred unless action is
bl?gui thereon within one vear after the date of the enactment of
this Act.

Approved May 21, 1954,
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Turn to page
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EXPLANATORY NOTE

Legislative History. HR. 2033, Private
Law 370 in the 83d Congress. H.R. Rept.

No. 32. 8. Rept. No. 1253,
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COLUMBIA BASIN ORCHARD AND OTHERS

AreiL 26 (legislative day, Aprm 14), 1054 —0Ordered to be printed

Mr. Laweer, from the Committee on the Judiciary, submitted the
following

REPORT

[To accompany H. R. 2033]

The Committee on the Judiciary, to which was referred the bill
(H. R. 2033) to confer jurisdiction upon the Court of Claims to hear,
determine, and render judgment upon certain claims of the Columbia
Basin Drcfmrd, the Seattle Association of Credit Men, and the Perham
Fruit Corp., having considered the same,.reports favorably thereon,
without amendment, and recommends that tﬁe bill do pass.

Attached hereto and made a part of this report is a letter from the
Department of Interior submitted in connection with an identical

bill of the 82d Congress.



Legislative History

= 83 Congress, 2d Session, Senate Report No. 1253

= "Court of Claims to hear claims of Columbia Basin Orchard and others,” U.S. Congressional Serial
Set (1954): 1-6

= 83 Congress, 1st Session, House Report No. 32

= "Court of Claims to hear claims of Columbia Basin Orchard and others,” U.S. Congressional Serial
Set (1953): 1-4

4. House Journal, 82nd Congress, 2nd Session [House Journal-1] [:] III

U.S. Congressional Serial Set v. 11565 (1952)
Document Summary

Turn to page
A bill to confer juris- diction upon the Court of Claims to hear, determine, and render judgrment upon

zertain claims of the Columbia Basin Orchard, the Seattle Association of Credit Men, and the Perham
Fruit Corp.; without amendment Rept.

All Matching Text Pages (5)

5. House Journal, 82nd Congress, 1st Session [House Journal-1] [:] [:]
U.S. Congressional Serial Set v. 11485 (1951)
Document Summary

Turn to page

A bill to confer jurisdiction upon the Court of Claims to hear, de- termine, and render judgment upon cer-
tain claims of the Columbia Basin Orchard, the Seattle Association of Credit Men, and the Perhiam
Fruit Corp.; to the Committee on the Judiciary.




Hindsight

82 CONGRESS, 15T SESSION

I O | I% NA I ' BEGINNING JANUARY 3, 1951

OF THE

HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

OF THE UNITED STATES CONGRESSIONAL
| DIRECTORY

FOR THE USE OF THE

OFFICIAL

EIGHTY-SECOND CONGRESS

FIRST SESSION UNITED STATES CONGRESS
WASHINGTON
BEGUN AND HELD AT THE CITY OF BENATORS
WASHINGTON : : JANUARY 3, 1951 Warren G. Magnuson Harry P. Cain
REFRESBENTATIVES
IN THE ONE HUNDRED AND SEVENTY-FIFTH YEAR [Demosrats, 2 Republicans, 4]
1. Hugh B. Mitchell 8. Russell V. Mack 5. Walt 1
OF THE INDEPENDENCE OF THE UNITED STATES 2. Henry M. dackéon 4. Hal Holmes 6. Thor C. Tollefson

lB Mr. H'DI.-EITE'E-!I FOURTH DISTRICT.—Coustiea: Adams, Asotin, Benton, Columbia, Franklin, Garfield, Grant,
H. R. 4398. A hill to confer jurl.sdlctiﬂu K a5, Hlickitat, Walla Walla, Whitman, and Yakima (12 counties). Population (1040), 244,008,

upon the Court of Claims to hear, de- HAL HOLMES,|Republican, of Ellensburg, Wash.; born February 22, 1902;
et tite po e schools of 'ﬁ'l'ashinutun; was graduated from Whitman éojlgge,

i ATTETOET | |
“I.'mim' and render judgment upon cer- Walla Walla, Wash., with bachelor of science degree, doctor of laws degree, honor-
tain claims of the Columbia Basin ary, and from Columbia University, New York City, with master of arts degree:
Orchard the Seattle Association of furm?r pr[?fessnréf eculfg“r}iieﬁ and f)u(g-;lr;ﬁﬁ, deaﬂ of men, head of department of
’ N social studies at Central Washington College of Education: interested in livestock
Credit Men, and the Perham Fruit Corp.; ranching and operations; married to Margaret Coffin Holmes; member of Grange,
to the Committes on the Judiciary, Farm Bureau, and Phi Beta Kappa, past northwest distriet governor of Kiwanis;

elected on November 3, 1942, to the Beventy-eighth Congress; reelected on Novem-
ber 7, 1944, to the Seventy-ninth Congress; reelected on November 5, 1948, to
the Eightieth Congress; reelected on November 2, 1948, to the Eighty-first
Congress; reelected on November 7, 1950, to the Eighty-second Congress.



What happened?

“I'm trying to find information on my relative Frederick Wonn who sued the government
and won.

It was about the flooding of his orchard by the grand coulee dam.”

= Email to patron included:
= Cases

Statute

Legislative history

Newspaper articles

Short summary

= N il AV e D

Source: Bureau of Reclamation, via Wikimedia Commons



https://commons.wikimedia.org/wiki/File:Grand_Coulee_Dam_%286925628836%29.jpg

The Less Successtul History Question

= My relative was involved in a lawsuit against the guy who founded Girard, CA, now
Woodland Hills, CA, Victor Girard. Can you find anything about that?

= Short answer: no.

= State trial cases typically difficult to find

= Valley Relics Early History: Scandals of the 1920s
= The phony town of Girard, CA, founded by Victor Girard



https://valleyrelicsmuseum.org/general-museum-news/valley-relics-early-history-scandals-of-the-1920s/

Links

= Research Resources: Law and Government - Washington County Cooperative Library
Services (WCCLS)

= Access HeinOnline
= Congress.gov - 1954 HR. 2033

= scholar.google.com

= Law Library of Congress
= Research Guides
= Recent Webinars - YouTube
= Webinars - Website
= How to Conduct Research in the U.S. Serial Set Online

= Directory of Oregon County Law Libraries

= State of Oregon Law Library
= Nolo books online and Fastcase

= Handouts



http://www.wccls.org/law
http://www.congress.gov/bill/83rd-congress/house-bill/2033/text/pvtl?overview=closed
https://scholar.google.com/
https://www.loc.gov/research-centers/law-library-of-congress/researcher-resources/research-guides/
https://www.youtube.com/playlist?list=PLpAGnumt6iV5BThAlCpg8T4EF_3_ANOxF
https://www.loc.gov/collections/webinars/?fa=partof:law+library+of+congress&sp=1
https://www.loc.gov/item/webcast-9708/
https://www.oregonlegalresearch.com/content/ask-librarian
https://soll.libguides.com/index
https://drive.google.com/drive/folders/1w4DE1n7axm1uyxxm6ZbiTKO_KjnYEUPK?usp=sharing

Thank you!
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