City of St. Helens
ORDINANCE NO. 3209

AN ORDINANCE AMENDING THE ST. HELENS MUNICIPAL CODE
CHAPTER 12.08 REGARDING PLANNING COMMISSION RULES OF OPERATION

NOW, THEREFORE, THE CITY OF ST. HELENS DOES ORDAIN AS FOLLOWS:

Section 1. Section 2.08.070 of the St. Helens Municipal Code ("SHMC") is hereby amended to read
as follows (underline words are added except for the table which is also added, werds-stricker are deleted):

quoram: The commission shall meet at Ieast once a month. Meetings of the commission sha!l be
open to the public. Meetings other than at regularly scheduled times may be announced at a
prior meeting and thereby be made a part of the meeting records. Upon the request and

concurrence of the majority of the commnssson 3Fthe chalrman Hﬁ@ﬁ—hﬁ—ew&metfemnay—eﬁt

commission; may call a prewously unannounced spemal meetmg of the commission for a time
not earlier than 24 hours after the notice is given. Notice of a previously unannounced meeting
shall be telephoned to the newspaper, posted at the St. Helens City Hall and, to the extent
feasible, provided to interested persons at least 24 hours prior to the meeting. Notice shall
comply with the Development Code, as applicable.

(2) Rules of Operation.

(a) A majority of the members appointed to the Planning Commission shall constitute a
quorum. A vacancy is not considered an appointed position when determining a majority
quorum.

(b) The chairman’s role is to facilitate discussion. As such, the chairman or the
commissioner presiding over the meeting in the chairman’s absence, only votes in the following
circumstances:

(i) To break a tie vote; or
(i) When there are not enough concurring votes to meet the minimum number
required to make a decision per the table below,

{¢) When the chairman is absent or must abstain from a meeting’s agenda item, the vice
chair shall preside over the meeting or the particular agenda item. When neither the chairman
or vice chair can patrticipate, the commission shall elect a commissioner to serve as temporary
chairman.

{d) The table below shows the number of concurring votes (affirmative or negative)
required to pass or reject a motion. Assuming a guorum is present, the number of concurring
votes required varies according to the number of members voting.

(e) Unless a Commissioner in attendance does not participate in the process for reasons such
as conflict of interest or personal bias, they shall vote affirmative or negative. No action can be
taken until all Commissioners who are present and able to vote, do so.
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TJABLE

Number of Minimum Number of members actually voting / the number of required
appointed number concurring votes.
Commissioners | present
{vacant needed for a
positions don’t majority An “X” indicates no action can be taken {insufficient votes).
count) quorum

3 2 1/X 2/2 3/2

4 3 1/X 2/2 3/2 4/3

5 3 1/X 2/2 3/2 4/3 5/3

6 4 1/X 2/X 3/3 4/3 5/3 6/4

7 4 1/X 2/X 3/3 4/3 5/3 6/4 7/4

Section 2. Severability. If any section, provision, clause, sentence, or paragraph of this
Ordinance or the application thereof to any person or circumstances shall be held invalid, such invalidity
shall not affect the other sections, provisions, clauses or paragraphs of this Ordinance which can be given
effect without the invalid provision or application, and to this end the provisions of this Ordinance are
declared to be servable. This City Council hereby declares that it would have adopted this ordinance
irrespective of the invalidity of any particular portion thereof and intends that the invalid portions should be
severed and the balance of the ordinance be enforced.

Section 3. Provisions of this Ordinance shall be incorporated in the St. Helens Municipal Code and
the word “ordinance” may be changed to “code,” “article,” “section,” or another word, and the sections of

this Ordinance may be renumbered, or re-lettered, provided however that Whereas clauses and boilerplate
provisions need not be codified.

Section 4. The effective date of this Ordinance shall be 30 days after approval, in accordance with
the City Charter and other applicable laws.

Read the first time: September 21, 2016
Read the second time: October 5, 2016

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 5™ day of October, 2016 by the following vote:

Ayes: Locke, Carlson, Conn

/)
Nays: None f;‘%’/ { &ﬁ

Randy Petersdn, Mayor

ATTEST:

Aoty (g

Kathy‘Payne, C%y Recorder
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