


EXHIBIT A 

CITY OF ST. HELENS, OREGON 
FIVE-YEAR LOCAL OPTION LEVY 

BALLOT MEASURE 
 

Caption:  (10 words)  
 
Creation of Police Protection Services Staff Funding Local Option Tax 
 
Question:  (20 words) 
 
Shall City assess five-year operating levy for police at rate of $0.69 Per $1,000 assessed 
value beginning 2024-2025? This measure may cause property taxes to increase more 
than three percent.  
 
Summary:  (175 words) 
 
The City’s current tax revenues cannot support quantity of officers needed to protect 
and serve our city. 
 
The City will use the levy to create an Enhanced Law Enforcement Operating Fund. This 
will be used exclusively for increasing law enforcement presence throughout St. Helens 
and increasing police officer presence within the city. This fund would add four 
additional officers, necessary equipment, necessary training, and enable the police to 
continue to provide 24/7 law enforcement coverage in St. Helens as well as reduce 
response times. 
 
In order to provide these basic services, the City is requesting a new five-year levy to a 
rate of $0.69 Per $1,000 assessed property value. The City will use the tax revenue from 
this measure to fund additional police officers. 
 
The levy will raise approximately $802,007 in 2024-25; $834,087 in 2025-26; $867,451 
in 2026-27; $902,149 in 2027-28; and $938,235 in 2028-29. The levy would then expire.  
 
For a home assessed value of $200,000 the annual cost of this levy would be an 
estimated $138 per year.  
 
The estimated tax cost for this measure is an ESTIMATE ONLY based on the best 
information available from the County Assessor at the time of the estimate and may 
reflect the impact of early payment discounts, compression, and the collection rate.  



Notice of Measure Election SEL 802 
City rev 01/1  ORS 250.035, 250.041, 

250.275, 250.285, 254.095, 254.465 

Notice 
Date of Notice Name of City or Cities Date of Election 

Final Ballot Title The following is the final ballot title of the measure to be submitted to the city's voters. The ballot title notice has been 
published and the ballot title challenge process has been completed. 

Caption 10 words which reasonably identifies the subject of the measure. 

Question 20 words which plainly phrases the chief purpose of the measure. 

Summary 175 words which concisely and impartially summarizes the measure and its major effect. 

Explanatory Statement 500 words that impartially explains the measure and its effect. 

If the county is producing a voters’ pamphlet an explanatory statement must be drafted and attached to this form for:  
any measure referred by the city governing body; or 
any initiative or referendum, if required by local ordinance. Explanatory Statement Attached?  Yes  No 

Authorized City Official Not required to be notarized. 

Name Title 

Mailing Address Contact Phone 

By signing this document: 
I hereby state that I am authorized by the city to submit this Notice of Measure Election; and
I certify that notice of receipt of ballot title has been published and the ballot title challenge process for this measure
completed.

Signature Date Signed 

St. Helens May 21, 2024

Creation of Police Protection Services Staff Funding Local Option Tax

Shall City assess five-year operating levy for police at rate of $0.69 Per $1,000 assessed value beginning 
2024-2025? This measure may cause property taxes to increase more than three percent. 

The City’s current tax revenues cannot support quantity of officers needed to protect and serve our city. 
 
The City will use the levy to create an Enhanced Law Enforcement Operating Fund. This will be used exclusively for increasing law enforcement presence 
throughout St. Helens and increasing police officer presence within the city. This fund would add four additional officers, necessary equipment, necessary 
training, and enable the police to continue to provide 24/7 law enforcement coverage in St. Helens as well as reduce response times. 
 
In order to provide these basic services, the City is requesting a new five-year levy to a rate of $0.69 Per $1,000 assessed property value. The City will use the 
tax revenue from this measure to fund additional police officers. 
 
The levy will raise approximately $802,007 in 2024-25; $834,087 in 2025-26; $867,451 in 2026-27; $902,149 in 2027-28; and $938,235 in 2028-29. The levy 
would then expire.  
 
For a home assessed value of $200,000 the annual cost of this levy would be an estimated $138 per year.  
 
The estimated tax cost for this measure is an ESTIMATE ONLY based on the best information available from the County Assessor at the time of the estimate 
and may reflect the impact of early payment discounts, compression, and the collection rate. 

■

John Walsh City Administrator

265 Strand Street, St. Helens, OR 97051 503-397-6272



EXHIBIT C 

EXPLANATORY STATEMENT FOR COUNTY VOTERS’ PAMPHLET 
 
 
Ballot Title Caption:  City of St. Helens Police Protection Services Staffing Fund Local Option 
Tax  
 
Measure Number:       Word Total (500 Maximum):   245  
 
Governing Body: City of St. Helens 
 
Person Responsible for Content: John Walsh, City Administrator 
 
Signature:       
 
 
The City of St. Helens has a permanent tax ate of $1.9078. This rate was set in 1997 and has not 
risen despite increases in all expenses. There is an annual cap of 3% that can be added yearly on 
property taxes to help these increased expenses. This is not enough to cover all services needed 
by our City to function. 
 
The City of St. Helens has less than half the national average for law enforcement coverage per 
person. The national average is 3.5 police officers to 1,000 citizens. The City of St. Helens is 
1.38. The City of St. Helens Police Department is understaffed.  
 
Our police officers are under increasing demands due to increased population and the 
decriminalization of drugs. This increase in property and violent crimes severely impacts the 
citizens of St. Helens. 
 
This measure would create an Enhanced Law Enforcement Operating Fund to be used 
exclusively for increasing law enforcement presence in the city. It would add four additional 
officers, necessary equipment, necessary training, and enable the police to continue to provide 
24/7 law enforcement coverage in St. Helens as well as reduce response times. 
 
If approved, this levy would raise approximately $4,343,929 for police protection services over 
the 5-year period.  
 
Estimated annual cost: 
 
The approximate rate for the operating fund is $0.69 per $1,000 of assessed value. For a home 
assessed at a value of $200,000 the annual cost of this levy would be $138 per year or $0.38 per 
day.  
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