
 

 
The St. Helens City Council Chambers are handicapped accessible.  If you wish to participate or attend the meeting 

and need special accommodation, please contact City Hall at 503-397-6272 in advance of the meeting. 

 

Be a part of the vision…get involved with your City…volunteer for a City of St. Helens Board or Commission! 

For more information or for an application, stop by City Hall or call 503-366-8217. 

City of St. Helens 
Planning Commission 

May 9, 2017 
Agenda 

 
 
1. 7:00 p.m. Call to Order and Flag Salute 
 
2. Consent Agenda 
 a. Planning Commission Minutes dated April 11, 2017 
 
3. Topics from the Floor: Limited to 5 minutes per topic (Not on Public Hearing Agenda) 
 
4. Public Hearing Agenda: (times are earliest start time) 
 a. 7:00 p.m. - Subdivision at 35090 Pittsburg Rd. - Wayne Weigandt 
 
5. Commission Annual Report to City Council: June 7 at 1:15 p.m. 
 
6. Commission v. Staff Review of the St. Helens Middle School Replacement 
 
7. Acceptance Agenda: Planning Administrator Site Design Review: 
 a. Site Design Review (Major) at 124 Marshall St. - DNS Northwest LLC 
 
8. Planning Director Decisions: (previously e-mailed to the Commission) 
 a. Sign Permit (Banner) at 2100 Block of Columbia Blvd. - Kiwanis Parade 
 b. Sensitive Lands at 59110 Oak Glen Dr. - Micro-siting standards for residential lot  
  of record  
 
9. Planning Department Activity Reports 
 a. April 24, 2017 
 
10. For Your Information Items 
 
11. Next Regular Meeting:  June 13, 2017  
 

Adjournment 
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City of St. Helens 

Planning Commission Meeting 
April 11, 2017 

Minutes 

 
Members Present:  Al Petersen, Chair 
    Dan Cary, Vice Chair  

Greg Cohen, Commissioner  
Sheila Semling, Commissioner 
Audrey Webster, Commissioner 
Kathryn Lawrence, Commissioner 
Russell Hubbard, Commissioner 

 
Members Absent:  Ginny Carlson, City Council Liaison 
 
Staff Present:  Jacob Graichen, City Planner 

Jennifer Dimsho, Assistant Planner & Planning Secretary   
 
Others Present:  Wayne Weigandt 
    Amanda Dick 
 
The Planning Commission meeting was called to order by Chair Al Petersen at 7:00 p.m. Chair Petersen led 
the flag salute. 
 

 

 

Consent Agenda 

Approval of Minutes 
Commissioner Semling moved to approve the minutes of the March 14, 2017 Planning Commission meeting. 
Commissioner Webster seconded the motion.  Motion carried with all in favor. Commissioner Lawrence did 
not vote due to her absence from that meeting. Chair Petersen did not vote as per operating rules. 
 

 

 

Topics From The Floor 

Chair Petersen said SHEDCO is hosting the annual Spring Clean-Up on Saturday, April 22 from 9 a.m. to 1 
p.m. Meet on the plaza to work on cleaning up the Riverfront District and join SHEDCO for a potluck lunch 
at the Columbia View Park gazeebo after. 
 

 

 

Public Hearing 

Wayne Weigandt 
Annexation / A.1.17  
Lots 19-20, Block 2 of the Golf Club Addition 
 
It is now 7:05 p.m. and Chair Petersen opened the public hearing. There were no ex-parte contacts, 
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conflicts of interest or bias in this matter.  
 
City Planner Jacob Graichen entered the following items into the record: 

 Staff report packet dated April 4, 2017 with attachments 
 
Graichen introduced the annexation proposal to the Commission as presented in the staff report. Graichen 
said the Comprehensive Plan has the property listed as Highway Commercial, as well as all surrounding 
properties. The only zoning option is Highway Commercial. Graichen said this is a recommendation from the 
Commission that will go before City Council next week. Commissioner Cohen asked why this proposal will 
not go to voters for approval. Graichen said the recently passed Senate Bill 1578 overrides our local Charter 
requirement that annexations go to voters for approval, which is described in more detail in the staff report. 
 
IN FAVOR 
 
Weigandt, Wayne. Applicant. Weigandt said the property is adjacent to properties within City limits on 
the east and north. He would like to connect to city utilities which is why he is requesting annexation. 
Commissioner Semling asked if he would be doing frontage improvements along Kavanagh Ave. Weigandt 
said no, but he will be doing frontage improvements along 1st Street.  
 
IN OPPOSITION 
 
No one spoke in opposition.  
 
END OF ORAL TESTIMONY 
 
There were no requests to continue the hearing or leave the record open. 
 
CLOSE PUBLIC HEARING & RECORD 
 
The applicant waived the opportunity to submit final written argument after the close of the record. 
 
DELIBERATIONS 
 
There were no other questions of staff. The Commission felt this proposal was a simple recommendation.  
 
MOTION   
 
Commissioner Semling moved to recommend approval of the Annexation. Commissioner Cohen seconded. 
All in favor; none opposed; motion carries. 
 

 
 

Acceptance Agenda:    Planning Administrator Site Design Review 
 a. Site Design Review (Major) at 1899 Old Portland Road - Premier Green LLC 

 
Commissioner Webster moved to accept the acceptance agenda. Commissioner Semling seconded. All in 
favor; none opposed; motion carries. 
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CLG Historic Preservation Pass-Through Grant Program Update 

Assistant Planner Dimsho said that the memo is incorrect. She said the City has decided not to advertise for 
the grant program. Instead, the City will use the $12,500 grant to help recover costs associated with City 
Hall façade cleaning and patching of the mortar. These renovations will prevent the leaking into the Council 
Chambers and City Hall. Graichen noted we have done three previous pass-through grant programs. 
 

 

 

Planning Director Decisions 

 a. Sign Permit (Banner) at 2100 Block of Columbia Blvd. - Sacagawea Health Center   
  Auction & Fundraiser 
 b. Lot Line Adjustment at 35611 Valley View Dr. - St. Helens Assets LLC 
 c. Home Occupation (Type I) at 35120 Burt Rd. - Home-based videography    
  business 
 d. Sign Permit (Banner) at 2100 Block of Columbia Blvd. - Northwest Antique   
  Airplane Club Fly-In & Cruise-In 
 e. Accessory Structure Permits (x4) at 2154 Oregon Street Spaces #24, #25, #51,   
  & #61 - Crestwood/Cabana LLC 
 f. Home Occupation Permit (Type I) at 835 Matzen Street - Home office for yard   
  maintenance business 
 g. Sign Permit (Banner) at 2100 Block of Columbia Blvd. - The Amani Center Race Against  
  Child Abuse 
 
There were no comments. 
 

 

 

Planning Department Activity Reports 

There were no comments. 
 





For Your Information Items 

Assistant Planner Dimsho noted two upcoming public meetings: April 26 is the second Columbia View 
Park Expansion Open House by the Portland State University graduate students and May 10 is a second 
Branding & Wayfinding Master Plan Open House. Both are at Meriwether Place from 6 p.m. to 8 p.m.  


 

 
There being no further business before the Planning Commission, the meeting was adjourned at 7:32 p.m. 
 
 

Respectfully submitted, 
 

Jennifer Dimsho 
Planning Secretary 
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2017 Planning Commission Attendance Record 
P=Present   A=Absent    Can=Cancelled  

Date Petersen Hubbard Lawrence Cohen Cary Semling Webster 

01/10/17 
P P A P P P P 

02/14/17 
P P P P A P P 

03/14/17 
P P A P P P P 

04/11/17 
P P P P P P P 

05/09/17 
       

06/13/17 
       

07/11/17 
       

08/08/17 
       

09/12/17 
       

10/10/17 
       

11/14/17 
       

12/12/17 
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 CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT 

 M E M O R A N D U M 
 

TO: City Council   DRAFT FOR PC REVIEW 
FROM: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 
 Jennifer Dimsho, Assistant Planner 
RE: Planning Commission Annual Report 
DATE: April 24, 2017  DRAFT FOR PC REVIEW 
 

 
The Annual Report to City Council is scheduled for June 7, 2017 at 1:15 p.m. The deadline to submit 
materials is May 26, 2017. This report covers Planning Commission activities from June 2016 through 
May 2017.  
 
Number of meetings: 11 
 
Number of public hearings (a continued hearing is counted separately): 19 
 
Acceptance Agenda Items: 7 
 

For administrative land use actions that are more significant (e.g., Site Design Review) the Commission 
motions to formally accept the decisions or otherwise. This is a check and balance of sorts.   

 
Planning Director Decisions: 57 
 

For lesser administrative land use actions (e.g., Home Occupations, Sign Permits, Temporary Use 
Permits), the items from the last month are included on the agenda to facilitate discussion and query 
usually for clarification purposes or to address concerns.   

 
Discussion Items/Workshops: 13 
 

Items included (in no particular order): Rules of Commission Operation Text Amendment 
Discussion, 15/16 CLG Grant Project Summary Report, Term Expirations, Ordinance 3209 Review, 
Framework Plan Discussion, Code Amendments for Framework Plan & Historic Preservation (x2), 
Commissioner Re-appointments, End of Year Summary Report (calendar year), Chair/Vice Chair 
Selection, Temporary Use Medical Hardship Amendments, 16/17 CLG Program Update, and the Annual 
Report to Council. 

 
Architectural review: 1 
 
 Certain proposals within the Riverfront District require architectural review. 
 
Projects in process: The City’s fourth Historic Preservation Rehabilitation Grant (funded by CLG funds) is 
in process. It will be used to help recover costs for the City Hall façade renovations to prevent water damage 
this coming winter. The Commission is set to review the Urban Renewal Plan for compliance with the 
Comprehensive Plan in June 2017. 
 
Future projects/plans: The Commission is largely reactionary in that it reviews things as they come.  
Continuing to amend the code (particularly for affordable housing) is likely.  
 
What can the Council do to support the Commission?  

 Is there anything the Commission would like to recommend to Council? 



CITY OF ST. HELENS PLANNING DEPARTMENT ACTIVITY REPORT 
 

 To: City Council   Date: 4.24.2017 

 From: Jacob A. Graichen, AICP, City Planner 

 

 

 

 

 

PLANNING ADMINISTRATION 

 

Participated in a Columbia County pre-application for potential development of vacant property 

(with recent grading the fence work) along Gable Road just on the west side of Rail Road 

Avenue. 

 

Participated in a Columbia County pre-application for potential development at 2010 1st Street 

(off Railroad Avenue).  There was a dilapidated dwelling at this location, which was demolished 

somewhat recently. 

 

Former Police Chief Steve Salle’ (now retired) was the City member of US30 safety Corridor 

working group (Old Portland road - Millard project).  ODOT staff reached out to me to see who 

would be the St. Helens representative on this committee now that’s its being rebooted.  I said I 

could be the St. Helens representative, which is logical since the project is relevant to our 

transportation planning and economic development efforts. 

 

See attached notice about adoption of the County’s new Transportation Systems Plan. 

 

 

 
 

Note the attached letter from Eddie Dunton regarding the Council recent decision about the 

maximum building height requirement of the former Boise Veneer property (Riverfront 

District’s Mill sub-district).   

 

This report does not indicate all current planning activities over the past report period.  These are tasks, processing and administration of the Development Code 

which are a weekly if not daily responsibility.  The Planning Commission agenda, available on the City’s website, is a good indicator of current planning 

activities.  The number of building permits issued is another good indicator as many require Development Code review prior to Building Official review. 

A large tree fell with the high winds 

on April 7, 2017 at the apartment 

complex at 345 N. 16th Street.  I 

visited the site the same day and gave 

permission to remove the three 

“X’ed” trees without a permit 

(located in/by a wetland) per the 

imminent danger rules of the 

Development Code. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Assisted with review of the Veneer Property developer RFQ document. 

 

DEVELOPMENT CODE ENFORCEMENT  

Addressed increasing concerns about Sweet Relief signs along the highway.  

 

Back in June 2016 I sent a letter to a property owner at 1835 Cowlitz about an illegal shed 

addition that projected into a public right-of-way where a public sanitary sewer main is located.  

Thanks to efforts by the Building Department and Public Works, that issue is finally resolved. 

 

PLANNING COMMISSION (& acting HISTORIC LANDMARKS COMMISSION) 

April 11, 2017 meeting (outcome): The Commission held a public hearing for an annexation 

request for an approximate half acre property behind Les Schwab Tire Centers. 

 

May 9, 2017 meeting (upcoming): The Commission will hold a public hearing for a 77-lot 

subdivision just south of Pittsburg Road and west of N. Vernonia Road.  The Commission will 

also discuss their annual report to the Council. 

 

GEOGRAPHIC INFORMATION SYSTEMS (GIS) 

Software renewals done for both the Planning and Engineering departments. 

 

Routine data updates. 

 

MAIN STREET PROGRAM 

Completed second quarterly RARE participant supervisor assessment as required by the RARE 

program for the City’s Main Street Coordinator.  

 

Submitted application to RARE for the 2017-2018 cycle. 

 

URBAN RENEWAL 

A property owner at 225 Shore Drive 

contacted us about a tree along 

Milton Creek.  I visited the site on 

April 21, 2017 and gave permission 

to remove a cluster of trees with the 

totted base (located in/by a riparian 

area) per the imminent danger rules 

of the Development Code. 



Reviewed draft St. Helens Urban Renewal Plan.  There are many findings necessary as they 

relate to official city documents pertaining to land use (e.g., the Comprehensive Plan).  Also 

reviewed Urban Renewal Report.  Edits and comments included for both. 

 

ASSISTANT PLANNER—In addition to routine tasks, the Assistant Planner has been working on: 
See attached. 
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Jacob Graichen

From: Jennifer Dimsho
Sent: Monday, April 24, 2017 9:04 AM
To: Jacob Graichen
Subject: April Planning Department Report

Jacob, here are my additions for the April Planning Department Report.  
 
GRANTS 

1. Received OPRD Veterans Memorial Grant for $46,770! Total project is $68,400. Project to be completed by April 
30, 2019. Signed and mailed contract. 

2. McCormick Picnic Shelter Grant (16k grant, 30k project) – Project reporting/tracking. Site visit. 
3. Travel Oregon Grant –Branding & Wayfinding Master Plan: Attended April 4 Open House. Reviewed and 

published survey online. Began reviewing compiled data and outcomes from Open House. Prepared for 2nd 
Open House on May 10 (material review, venue, catering). Reviewed revised signage design. Slight change of 
scope to include removal/replacement signage plan along Highway 30 to reduce clutter. 

4. PSU MURP Columbia View Park Project – Attended Parks Commission and Youth Council Meetings April 10 
where students gathered input. Planned for and reviewed press release, FB post, community outreach plan, and 
preliminary site designs for April 26 “Recommendations Forum”. Reviewed 3 site plans with staff and made 
recommended changes. Attended and provided support on April 26 at Meriwether Place (venue, catering). 
Planned for “site audits” to the park with stakeholders. 

5. Oregon Cultural Trust’s Cultural Development Grant: Submitted 10k grant application for Gateway Sculpture 
Project: Phase 2 (Deadline: April 21) Included compiling narrative, budget, and supplemental documents. 

6. Oregon Parks & Recreation – Recreational Trails Program (RTP): Submitted 100k (budget not final) grant 
application for Grey Cliffs Park restroom/non‐motorized boat launch project for “water trails” project. Included 
narrative, working with staff on budget, parks commission letter of support, 5 other state agencies review, a 
LUCS, an ADA review, an environmental assessment, and other supplemental documentation.  

7. Received Local Government (CLG) Historic Preservation Grant. Award $12,500 to help cover City Hall façade 
cleaning and repairs. Worked with PW and State Historic Preservation Office to ensure project would follow 
Secretary of the Interior’s Rehabilitation Standards. Signed and mailed contract. Tracked time. 
 

URBAN RENEWAL 
8. Weekly check‐ins – Discussed notice mailing requirements. Planned, attended, and did short presentation at the 

Advisory Committee Meeting #3 (April 18). Reviewed Draft UR Plan & Report. Met with CRFR a few times to 
discuss concerns and potential impacts. Presented to Council on April 19 about impacts. Discussed URA 
management with staff and consultants.  

9. Reviewed draft Waterfront Redevelopment RFQ and discussed timing and next steps.  
MISC 

10. Gateway Sculpture Project – Finalized contract for April 19 Council authorization. 
 
Jenny Dimsho 
Assistant Planner 
City of St. Helens 
(503) 366‐8207 
jdimsho@ci.st‐helens.or.us 
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